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^' T ^ I S to you, the young, the 
A beautiful Athenais, that 
The Life of Madam de Main- 
tenon muft be dedicated, as the 
firff Years of your Life would ^ 
certainly have been the Objc(5l of 
her Care, if, unfortunately fof this 
Generation, you bad been born in 
A3 her 



(vi) 

her Time. You will find in it the 
Marvellous of Romance, the Truth 
of Hiftory, and abundance of little 
Fafts ferving to confirm important 
Truths. Hitherto Madam d e 
Maintenon had appeared only 
in ^ fatirical Light ; reverenced 
^v^hile living, ilandered after her 
Death. Malignity difturbed her 
A{hes, blafted hef MeipLory, and 
feemed to aim at punifhing her for 
her Elevation, and revenging itfelf 
on her Virtues. Her Letters have 
begun to undeceive • the Public; 
they have had tlie mofl refpe£tab]e 
Suffrages ; they have met with 
your Approbation, and are become 
tlie Delight of all fuch as are 
ii^orthy of , f ftceming her. • Ex- 
cepting 



moft uhqueAioBftble V al-^ 

ways reputed as Vices, ^tbe whole 
World ieem to have cheerfully di-^ 
yefted thcmfclves of their Prejudices^ 
This Hiftory will completely unde- 
ceive all thofe that deferve to be 
undeceived, fuch as yet harbour 
Doubts on the Foundation of fome 
Anecdotes. I fend you no more 
than the firft Part, - for Rcafons 
which you will focJn be acquainted 
with. If. you fhould not relifh 
it, I fhall be concerned, on Account 
of the Remainder, which will be 
wrote in the fame Tafte and Me- 
thod. I might have given you 
foniething better, were not Madam 

DE 



es: M ' LW ' v'i j.xoovfi- ambltioofi of 
imt«ting: tbfe^ Vtirtnoi of Madam 
9E:'MA£kT^im^ thaa fbrwaed to 
ptblifi} tbeau. 
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CHAP. I. 

■ ' • ' ' * . ' •> 

Birth of Madam de Mamtenon. 

TH E Nobleffe oiFramei d'AU- 
kigne^ : Marchionefs de Main-^ 
tenon^ is not to be called ifi 
queflion. She was the Qrand-Daugftter 
of Theodore ^grippa' ^^A$dfig^t\ Govfcc- 
nor of Oleron and Maillezxm^ J^d^^ 
ofBriianny^ and Gentleman in ordinary 
of the King's Bed Chamber." ^ 

^ 'B * ' Some 



* . ( 2 ) 

* Some have pretended, that Tbeohrt 
^digrippa d^Aubigne was the natural Son 
of a Prince. But this Falfity being en- 
tirely groundlels, there is no need of 
confuting it by his Marriage-Contraa 
with MademoifiUe de Lezey^ 

^ A truer Report is that which 
makes himthcFayoutite of Jtfwi/*^^^ 
Queen d£ Navarre^ Mo^cr of Henry TV. 
This Princcfe heapcdBenefits on him, 
never did any Thing but by his Ad- 
irice, and made him her Chancellor. 

jtuUgfu was handfome, well-built, 
and amiable too for his Wit and Judg- 
jlAenS^ The Quieen Icrved him, declared 
h^fztSfftx^ wtd privately married him. 
Tim Mamage could hot long be a Se- 
cvec at Court, » they were oh&rv^ 
<A «a live together in a Familiarity 



♦ MorerH DL^ionn. 

•I Mw^ gal. Jam 1705. p. ^z%n 



which 



X 3 ) 
wiuch the QuQcn^s Virtue ahd Pir^ 
inade the Courtiers ju<^ to be lavfful. 
Some who were envious oi Aubigne^^ 
gpoA Fortune, jefted and railed at it 
in prefence ofH^nty IV. who only faid 
to them, * Would you have me be axi- 

* gry for a Thing which every one of 

* .you would be glad to have done. ?! 

The King did not let Aubigne tntt^ 
vate himfelf with Pleafures •, he m^de 
him very ferviceable in all his Wars, 
and even en^loyed him in feveral Ne- 
gociations.: 

jiukigffi gloried in a Sincerky vMdi 
lie carried a little too far^ and which he 
Wmfclf ftiled bluntProbity. This Qua- 
lity was not difpleafing to the King, wh^ 
far from encouraging Flatterers,.' fet his 
Court an Example of Frankn^* 

WhiHl a Matxrh was talked of 

•between his Sifter and fome Prfaices 

that fued fgr her, Auiigni and 

B 2 Fonienai^ 
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i^nUnaii who lay in his Bed-Chahiberj 
w<5re difcourfing about it ; and Fonte^ 
mai defiring Aubigne to repeat fomething 
^hich he had not well heard, the King, 
whom they fiippofed to be-afleep, cried 
oiit to him, * Are you deaf; did ndt 

* you hear him fay, that I intend to 

* get me feveral Brothers-in-Law by 

* my Sifter?' ' Sleep on. Sire, flecp 

* on, anfwered Auhigne ; we have many 

* other Things to fay of you.* 

After this Prince had embraced the 
CatJioUc Religion, Jubignij^ who was a 
zealous Hugonot, retired to his little 
Seat at Murti^ where he enlploj^ed his 
ieifiire Hours in writing the Hiftory of 
his own Times. ^ You ought to write 
f mine,* faid Henry to him t>ne Day : 
To which he replied, 'Go on as lu- 
;* therto, and I (hall write.* 

♦That Hiftory appeared aftw* the 
Death of Henry IV. an Event with 

■ ■ n il ' ! " 

, ♦ J)u Cheftuy Swely Pkcius. 

which 



( 5 ) 
which he was deeply afFefted : He pulv* 
liihed two Volumes in Folio, which, ho 
got printed at MaillezaiSy of which he 
was Governor. The Hiftory begins 
with the Year 1500, and ends at i6io> 
^d is wrote fb impartially, that it pro- 
cured him the Applaufe of all his Co- 
tpmporaries : Some have compared it 
to M. de Tbou*s Hiftory, to which none 
can be compared. When he comes ta 
the Death of Henry IV. he fays tht Pen 
dropt out of his Hand, and that he had 
not Strength to proceed* 

Thethird Volume appeared foonafter^ 
and was printed zt Loudon. The League 
and the<7«^jwere judged to be toogrofs- 
lyabufedin it; hrwas alfo blamed fbrhi^ 
Partiality to the Hugonots ; and fomc; 
Anecdotes concerning Henry III. which 
were pen*d with too much Freedom, 
gave ^eat Offence. Tlie Book made 
^a great Noife; the Parliament took 
Cognizance of it, and ordered it to be 
burnt : And thiis the third Volume, be- 
B 3 came 
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came (b fcarce, though much more cu- 
rious and intcreflfeg than the firft art* 
fccond. 

His Pen was alfa employed on more 
pleafant and entertaining, but more 
dangerous Subjefts : He vrrott the fati- 
rical Divorce^ which was afcribed to a 
great Princefs. 

He did not like Sanci^ who, not- 
withftanding the Services he had' ren- 
dered to Hent% had not been able ta 
gain his. Affedioa: He wrote a bitter 
and ingenious Satu-e on him, intituled^ 
SaficCs Catbalic Ccnf^n^ which is on^ 
of the befl; Pieces of the Kind,. 

* It is pretended that he bad a Son 
by Jane £Jlhret ; and Bayle affwres, that 
be had feen in Holland the 3oa of ^ 
Minifter,, named G<jyf »i who gcnerall)? 

♦ Rep. aux qucft. d'Xxn provincial! 

paflcd 



( 7 ) 
pdTed for ther Gr^nd-Son of the Q^tek 
©f Navarre. Perfcapa JbiUgni^ by rca^ 
£>n of the JMisfomanes he met witfa^ 
could not put him in amc^e bsiUiant 
Station^ 

To dilpcltfie Gloom of SbJltudei hr 
compofed The Ear on de Fanejie^ a Book 
that created him many Enemies, and 
procured him Abundance of Readers : 
*Tis a Dialogue between a wife Man 
and ^n empty vapouring G(ifcoHi who 
gives a pleafant Relation of all his Ad- 
ventures. Supprefs fome Paflages tjiat 
favour too ftrong'of the Heretic^ and 
'tis a Mafter-piece, This Satire takes 
in feveral Events of the Reign of Lauip 
XIIL but chiefly containsr Ane€dote» 
of the preceding Reign*. 

According to fom,e Critics, tJie Ba-^ 
ron de F^nejieis'-tht Duke d'Epirnon; to 
whom- the Author impuled -hi* Dif- 
grace; and he that always keeps up to 
theCharafter of a wife Man, isDuPk^ 
B,4, MornaU 



Momai^ whom -^tffo^^^efteemedmuch, 
end loved ftill more, but it is more 
probable, that Aubigne confined him- 
felf to making his Gafcon often fay 
Things which defcribe the filly Admi- 
ration in which the Gafcons ht\d that 
Duke, and which afforded him a Hanr 
die to turn him indireftlyinto Ridicule. 

However it be, the Number of ^«Ax^-! 
w/*s Enemies having confiderably tcri- 
creafed, he was on the point of te^^g 
iarrelfed, upon what Pretext^ I know not! 
He had Notice of it, and. fled in 1619 
to Gvnevay which, was then a fafc Azy^, 
luna'fpr theUnfof-tuhate. ./ \ . 

* Love did not fuffer him to die in 
"Peace : At the Age of 72 he was fmit- 
ten with the Beauty ofRenee Burlama- 
j«i, of art, ahtient Family of Lucca^ that 



♦ Hift. de Geneve^ dcrn. Edit. Tome I. 

Page 495- , ^ 

had 



(9 ) 
had taken Shelter at Geneva^ and he 
married her in 1625. 

+ He fytnt his laft Years in wriring" 
his own Life ; a very curious Piece, of 
^hich there is ftiJl a Manufcript in- 
PiiriSj copied with his own Hand. % 

He died at Geneva in 1630, in the 
78 th Year of his Age, leaving by Su- 

fannade Lezey^ of the Houfe of Lujig" 
nan^ whom he married in 158 j, a Son 
named Conflant ^Aubigne^ and two 
Daughters, one of whom was married 
to M. de Fillette, Grand-Father of 
Madam de Caylus^ and the other to M. 

• de Caumont t^Ade 

Conftnnt ^AuHgne made a ^ very bad 
Ufe of the Eduiqation his Father had gH 



fMerc. Fivr. 1705*- ' 

X We have alfo fome_ Theatrical Pieces^ 

©f his Compofition, printed at Geneva in Svo* 

1653. His Life is printed at Amjlerdam \n 

a Vol. 1 731. 

B 5 ven 
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yen him. Beir^ over Head and Eftrs 
in Debt, he wanted to make a Settle-, 
ment in Carolina: He obtained the Poft 
of Vice-Roi of the Jmerkan Iflands ; 
but he applied to^ or h^ fenDC Under- 
ftanding with the EngUJh^ Thfe Gourt 
was informed of i^ revoked hb Com- 
miflion, and diveftcd him of thcGovern*- 
ment of MnUhxak^. 

His Youth was the Cau& cf his^ 
[j^aults, and it alfarepakedl^MlsfM- 
tunes. Madamiif JVi7iw7/4 ariqhWidpw* 
of the Diftrift of Aunis^ eJBfer'd \msi herr 
Hand : He accepted it^ but knew not 
how to enjoy his good Fortuae. He 
did not love her, nay, he even fligbtedl 
and negleded her : fhe revenged herfelf 
by giving him si RivsJ, either through 
Dilguft and Coniempt of him, or clfe 
with a View to reclaim him by an Air 
of Coquetry, whicfe»maro«d Womcmtoo 
i^uently ¥idulgi». 



( " ) 

jAfigni thought his Wife unf^tHfui;, 
gave way to his jealous Cof^edhires^. 
and fell frqm IiKtif&renoe into^ HacrecU. 
His Wife c^oae ta a Yiolent: End, and 
hqi; Gallaiit ivas murdered; The Noailk^s^ 
charged him with the Crimea he war 
profecuted by a powerfuL Family, . hia 
Eftate feized, and himfelf conmutted 
Prifoeer to-^m^ffi? Cafikw 

.TheDvdte £Epenmy GoveenM of 
^legfmfl^, .had j^iifea the Commmd ofi 
that Caftle to Cardiliacj a Gentlemantofi 
the Diflrid of Bordeaux, and a Relation 
^ his. AMffti ingndated hhf^ielf i0ta 
thc) ga^ Qraoes of that Qendcman's. 
DwgtkOer, andafiiiredhettif Aecculdr 
pvQeure hi& Liberty, he would fpend 
iR^ her diat Life for which he fhould 
1^ ii^bted tQ heiw . The ypuiigLad]p . 
had a fbrong Inclination to faye* her: 
Lover, but was very loth to leave her* 
Father: She was aifo Ihocked at the 
Thou^btaof runniag away with a Mam 

accufed^ 



accufed of having murdered his Wife. 
Atibigne^ whofe Danger increafed his 
Tcndemefs, found Arguments enough 
to perfuade her. But by what Means 
get^iim out of a Pfifon fo well guai^dcd ? 
I^ove held a Council, 'furnillied die 
ExpediehtSj and procured tftetaSuc- 
ccfe, ... 

•• ^ . . . « .^ . 

This gemi^ons Friend accortipanied 
lim in his Flight, and fhared his Mif- , 
fiartunes : They wandered fome tinie' in; 
foreign Parts, without any other Support 
but their Lovci. ; 
* . . 'i ^ . .- - « ' - 

c The Hdpe^<lf better iPoftuHie fprritecf 
tiicm zwtsyto Af^^ai ai^d there they 
were married It is furpriz:ing that 
jlubigne did not fooiier give his Bfene^ 
feftrefs this Pledge of his Gratitude; 
Of 'this Marriage came^ ^ Son, h^iiaedf 

: jlubigni having picked' iqj fome Mo- 
Aey in the Tobacco Plantations^, and 
J. :. . being 



t 13^ H 
being perhaps impelled by his naturally 
refliefe Temper, thought he might ven- 
ture upon a Voyage to France. Accor* 
dingly he returned thither in- Spight of 
his Wife's' Entreaties, was difcovered 
notwithftanding his Precautions, and 
committed again to strmpeffe Cailk. 

' Madam tPJuBgne foon heard rfie 
News ofH&Cdnfincment, and though 
far advanced irf her Pr^nancy, flic 
took fliipping widi her Son, who waff 
yet in his Cradle, and voluntarily made* 
herfelf a Prifoner with her Hufband. • 

She obtained of the- Cdun hi^ Remo- 
val to the PrifoA oi Ifhrty '^<hat he 
might be at Hand to receive fome Af- 
fiance from his Relations ^ . and there it 
was that ftie brou^t. forth,. in 1635, 
tKat Daughter who has nqade. fo great a^ 
figure in th£;:l^prld.. / . ::.\ * 

This 



This Infant, w^s baptized the 8tik 
ef September"^ Bt Nwr/y in the Diocefe/ 
^i Poitiers I Her Gqdfarhftr wa& Francis 
de la Ra&kefoucmltr ^^^ hqr Godm^thpi^ 
Mademoi&Ue de Nmlknt'r whq ;g^ya 
her the Name of ior^^jur^f;, , 

Madam: ^.^^/^ik/^s- Thoughts ^re 
now entirely turned on. procpvtpg, hei^ 
Uufband's MX Diichai^ laod^JEUleaie^ 
ment* There lay nothing. agai|ift him. 
but Sufpicions, acd> the Influence o£ 
his firft Wife's Relations; Ihe prevailedr 
upon the latter by her Addrefs, her 
Tears,taitd her Virtaeij and <3iflipfl<ed 
allr the Su^icicns by z Mem<]ru^ i% 
which. Ihd pfc»fed the Innocence' of bei^ 

^According to the Menoioirs now lying 6e- 
fbrrme, this is the Date of the Extraft from- 
the Pari(h Regifter: fent t6 the Eatlies of St. . 
Cyr by the Biihop of Poitiers : Yet theEpi* 
tsqph made by FerMiay^ fkc was bom the 

Spouie^ 
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Spoujci ^di for tfaB fecond Time ^rasi 
obliged to her fM hi& Liberty* 

iifofc^ fecH^ .gave ber a{^^ 

Aicqtiaiattnw widclaineyoTmg 8pasks«. 

Coku. and ipras d»D«Q3^ into Jail; along 



ktmn9^bvtt}36frMifG(UBdu& had cMfgi^ked' 
Aem: Thejif aphndiied &tm for not 
bavbig macfe ai fight Ufe (^ hi» good 
Lisrk^ and alio Feproached^ him ^th. 
Maying married a Wife widiout a For- 
tune tll4t i^ to ffy, die onfy good^ 
TMng he ha^ perhaps, erer done;. 

: Madaov d^JulSgni vf^ not dcfbou*^ 
c^d: T&tt niOi«' anfortunace her Huf^ 
bandwiad) ^mueh'the more did hci^ 
Tendernefr for him increafe: She took 
up^hw Lodging iaAe Brifon with her 

twd 
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two Children, in order to footJie Ks^ 
Cares and alleviate his Grief, 

But extreme Indigence, more dread* 
fill than Captivity and Slavery, wasr 
going t6 lay this unfortunate Family iiv 
the Grave. Happily Madam de ViUi^e 
went tQ vifit them, and hebeld Diftrefe 
in its moll frightful Alpeds v her Bro-- 
ther quite diftrafted, and emaciated for 
want of Food, two Babes covered with 
Rags, a diiconfolate Mother offering 
her Breaft alternately to her Htifband 
and her Daughter, without hope of 
keeping cither of them alive ; Hungec 
and other Hardfhxps had exhaufted her 
Milk, and it was not .in her,p<^cr to 
get a Nurfe^ Madana deViUme was 
affefted with this difmal Speftacle ; the 
5ij^ of h^tle,. Frances touched her 
Heart: She tpok the two Children and 
carriedthem to Murce ^ and the Daugh- 
ter ha4 the. &me Nurfe as Httle Vilkttt^ 
Cnce knpwn by the Name of Madam 
dc^aint Hermm. 

^ Madam 



(17) 

Madam d'Auhigne took a Journey to 
Parisy to folicit a pardon for her Huf- 
band i la vain (he kneeled before the 
Cardinal de Richelieu ; this Minifter, 
who had no Kindncfs for Agrippa^ and 
always punifhed the Sons for the Faults- 
©f their Fathers, was inflexible to her 
Prayers and Tears, and one Day faid to 
her, * it is doing you Service to deprive 
you of your Huitband.'^ ' -- ' * 

As Ihe Was young and handfome,*^ 
fome Noblemen endeavoured to win her 
Affeftionsj and one of them in parti- 
cular thought* to make her Circum- 
ftances futfervient to an eafy Conqueft : 
But tHough fhe loved herHufbdnd and 
her Children, fhe loved Virtue ftill 
more; and therefore quickly withdrew 
from thofe' naufeous and mortifying 
Importunities. Duke Bernard of IFey-^ 
mar made her a Prefent of one hundred 
Piftoles; She went back to her Hulband, 
very forry for having exhibited refpec- 

' table 
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table Diflxefs to ftony Hearts incapable 
of rclpc6ting it. 

She wanted to have her Children 
again, and Madam de Villettt^ who was 
very fond of little PranceSy cjlid not part 
from her without great RdiwStance. It 
was in a Prifon that this Girl, whom 
Heaven deftined for the moft remark- 
able Scenes of Adverfity and Profpe-f 
rity, was brought up: She often md. 
that flie could remember her romping; 
with the Jaj^oJc's.Daughter., 

* Mai&tn ^Akbigne finding that the 
ProfecutioR a^nft her Hufb^nd went 
on very flpw> made another Attempt 
for his Difchaigf^w A Pardon wa* 
granted, upon Condition that he Ihould 
turn Catholic, jdutigniy who was not 
much in Earncft about Religion, pro- 
mifed whatever they pleafed,. and was 
enlarged. 



As 
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As foon as he got out of Prifbn he 
Forgot his Promifes, and, to avoid being 
mciefted, refolded to &ek again ia 
America that Happinefs and Tranqiiility 
which he could not find in his native 
Country: And accordingly he took 
ihlpping with^ his ^/Vife and two Chil*» 
dren^ 

In their Faflkge ta AmrvcM^ Franctl 

had a terrible Fit of Sicknefs> and was 
brought fo low» dmt no Sign of Life 
remained. The Mother^ took up. th^ 
in£uit in her Arms^ wept over hert. 
and warmed her in her Boibm: The 
Father, tired with her luamentationst 
wanted to ihatch the fuppofed dead 
Child from her, as he thought the Sight 
of it only ferved to diftradt her more ; 
and a Sailor ftood ready to heave it over 
board. In this Extremity Madam iff 
Aubigni begs that one Kifs more may be 
allowed her, takes- the Child, claps her 

Hand 
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Hand to its Heart, and is pofitive it is 
not dead. - '" 

This Danger iwas foon fuccpeded' byr 
another : Frances wzs fcarcely recovered 
from this Sickneis, when the Ship, was 
attacked by d, Turkifh YtGkL While 
the Crew ,were.engaged with the Corfair^ 
Frances faid to her Brother, ' fo oiuch 

* the better if we are taken, our Mother 

* w3X fcold. and ihwb us no more.* 

This Moither was a Woman of gfeat 
Courage. Her Daughter having been 
left on the Sea Shore by the Carelefsnels 
o£ a Servant who had charge of her, iha 
ran to feek her : But how great was her 
Surprize, when fhe faw the Infiint in the 
Midft of huge Serpents,^ ready to be 
devoured I Self - Prefervation had no 
Weight with her in this Emergency;, 
(he advanced undauntedly, and fnatched 
the Child from the venomous Creatures 
that were going-to ftr^nglc it.. 

CHAP. 
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Infancy of Mademoifelle d' Aubign^ 

MADAM J^Auhign?^ whole 
Care was beftowed on die Edu- 
cation of her Children;. and, happily for 
them, fhe^ was poor enough, to bring 
them up herfelf; • 5he took more Pains 
about the Daughter than the Son, as fhe 
obferved greater Talents in her, and 
more Conformity with her own Cha- 
racter: She did not teach her Virtue^ 
ihe inipiired and nourifhed her with it. 
A Fire having broke out in the Houfe 
they occupied In America^ and » the 
Daughter crying at the Misfortune, fhe 
fcverely checked her, faying, ' Is the 
* Lofs of a Houfe worth crying For ?* 
Madam deMaintemn^ who fometimes 
related this Paffage, tifed to add, * I 
^ fhould have had a grcjit deal mort 

* fcolding 
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"* fcoldingj had. my Mother known that 
* I did not cry for the Houfe, but for 
"* my Doll tKat perilhed in the Flames/ 

Under the Eye of this excellent Mo- 
ther Ihe could nfft fail of making a ra- 
pid Progrefs: She made her read P/«- 
tar^h^s Lives, and accuftonfied her early 
to think folidly, fhe alfo frequently put 
her upon little Compofitions, to* form 
her Stile ; and to make this Tafk eaficr, 
ihe fometimes obliged her to write to 
# her Relations- 

The little GSrl wrote with a gretf 
ideal of Eafe aud Freedom, and learned 
betimes to write Lfittcrs for oriiers i be- 
caufe her Brother, who was indolent 
then, md alt his Life too, defired her to 
^raw up bis Letters. 

AuUgm died in 1647, andl^tno* 
thing. He had reckoned upon growing 
tieh by Tygde, and was obliged to owe 
^is Sttbftft^acc tp » imXi military 

Employ* 
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^imployment, which he did n6t obtain 
without great Difficulty. 

His Widow returned to France \ 
Madam de ViUette commiferated her 
Cafe, and took her Daughter into her 
own Family, in order to inftru<5Ehcr in 
the Cahrinift Religion, Madam d'jtu- 
Mgniy though a zealous Catholic, hail 
not Fortitude enough to refift her Per- 
fuafions, a^d Frances eafily imbibed the 
Principles of her Fathers : Her Infant 
Reafon yielded to all the Impreffions 
her Aunt gave her ; and as fhe was of 
"a Spirit incapable of a moderate Attach- 
n^nt, fee became -paffionately fond of 
Error. 

Her Mother perceived, though t^ 
latse, thatihe had endangered herDaugh- 
cer's Salvation : She imagined that it 
would be no hard Taflc to efface thole 
firft Impreflions; but they were too 
d^glv engraved, and the little Heretic 
•''''* fupplicd 
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fupplied her want of Knowledge by 
Obftinacy. 

One Day her Mother propofing to 
bring her to Church, (he ftiffly rcfufed 
to go ; upon which Madam d'Auhigni 
faid, '* What then,' you don't Jove me !' 
' I love you with all my Heart, replied 

* the well-tutor'd Child, but I love God 

* ftill more/ Hqwever, flie was iforced 
to follow her to Mafs > but having turn- 
ed her Back to the Altar, ^her Mother 
gave her a Slap, on the. F-ace j and the 
Child immediately prcfented the other 
Cheek, faying, ' Strike ! it is honour* 
^ able to fujBfer for JReligion's Sake/ , 

Madam d^Aubigne would fain have ta- 
ken her Daughter out of Madam deVil- 
letters Hands, but this Lady never would 
confent to it : At firft flie put her oflf 
with Pretexts and frivolous^ Exicufes, 
and at lad gave, het a flat Denial. . 

Madam 
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' * Mtid2Lmde Neuillanty Mother of this 
'Guchtk'de Navailles and a Relation of 
Kfadam fAuhigne^ follicited an Order' 
of the Court, which charged her with 
the Education of Fr/j»^^j. 

She oniitted nothing to inftruft hef . 
in the Catholic Religion ; but all her 
Leffons ferved only to fhcw her that 
Mademoifelle d^*Aubigni was then very 
headflrong, and would in Time be 
a' great Wit. Madam dt Neuillant 
nettled at this Oppofition, thought it 
would be better to humble her than to 
argue with her : And accordingly, flie 
retrenched her Carefles, and treated her 
very harfhly, putting her on a level 
with her Servants, and committing the 
Poultry to her Care. Madam de 
MAtntenon was often heard to fay, that* 
the Superiiitendancy of the Turkies was ' 
the firft Government conferred upon 
her. 

•16^8. 
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A young Peafant was bold enougjk 
to fix his AfFeftions ori her, and (he- 
made a Handle of this Paffion to write 
to 'Madam de Villette^ who confirmed 
her in her Principles. This young 
Fellow having made her a Declaration 
of Love, Mademoifelle ffAubigne who 
was fenfible fhe was not made for the 
mean Condition in which they kept her, 
gav: Notice of it to Madam de Neuillant^ 
who then began to be afraid, that with 
the Candor and Simplicity of Shepherd- 
cfles flie might alfo one Day have their 
Frailty. 






She therefore carried her to the Con- 
vent of the UrfuUnes of Niortj and Ma- - - A 
dam de Villette confented to pay her ''o 
Penfon there -, for Madam di Neuittant ^ 
was very willing to have the Honour of V 
converting her, provided it coft her ^c?5 
notliing. \ 

Thcfe ibn 
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'^e^^ Nupa. wrapt up the Catholic 
Tnu^, b^ fuch i( Profufioa of Civili- 
ties ^d Carefles^ that they omquered 
hei; Averfion : By Degrees fhc took a 
Liking to them. What difpleafed Tier 
moft, was that .TcRct which excludes 
from eternal Life all that are not with- , 
in the ?ale of the Church: She ofteo^ 
faid to them, * I will turn Catholic, pro- , 

* vided you don*t oblige me to believe, 

* that my dear Aunt Villettt is to be ' 

* damned :' A Claufe proving at once 
the Goodnefs of her Heart and the 
Re&itude of her Mind, 

The Nuns could not drive this No- * 
tion out of her ; and when iKe embraced ' 
the true Religion, .there was an abfolute 
Neceflity for allowing her to referve a . 
few Places in Heaven for her Heretic 
Friends and Relations. . ' 

r 

Madam de Vilkttej who had conti- 

^^^io provide for her Maintenance in 
•*^'* C 2 the 
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the Convent, ftopt her Hand the Mo- 
in^pt.fhft hqard of her Co;ivjerfiatu 
Thus w^ fee how Zeal . for Religioa 
fomeJtifties ftifles, even in the teptlerelt' 
Hej^rts^ th^ Sentiment^, of Nature.and . 

The J^uns. of Jy«?r/kcpt her fome 
Timie put of Charity ;. but the Good 
that is done only for- the L,ove of Gxxi, 
feldpm lafts long 5 their Charity grew 
cold : They would not have grudged 
any Thing;, faid they, not even a . 
Part of their Blood to convert her -, 
but when fhehad yielded to theirJDefiKs^ 
and embraced the Truth, they could not 
evcufporc her the conunon Neccflkries 
c^ Life. 

They reprefented to Madam d'An- 
ilgne\ that their Houfe could not main- 
tain Boarders who paid nothing, and 
defired her to take away her Daughter, 
who, as they obferved, was big enough 
to appear in the World. Mademoifelle 
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^Auhgni blufhed at the Speech ; !t 
-made fo deep an Impreffion on her, 
^€tat fhc ever affcr cndckvfeured to dif-. 
diai^ ^wrhat flic owed to that Convent : 
When fhe was mtroduccd at Court, -it 
was her firft Care : For 'till then ihe 
had not been able to pay that imall 
Debt* 

Her Mother lived by her Needle, 
waiting the Decifion of (bme Law-Suits, 
which ftie was carrying on at Paris. 
One in particular Was very important,, 
nothing lefs than about the Barony of 
Surineau^ an Eftate that had belonged 
to Conjiant d^Aubigntj who had not 
been wife enough to keep it : Madam 
^Auhigni attempted to recover it, but 
mifcarried. 

She alfo fued for confiderable Sums 

which the Court had owed to Theodore 

Agrippa^ ' who had funk his Fortune in 

* . the Service of his Mafter at a Time, 

.when none But Rebels filled their 

V:^v..:v^i ^ ^ Pockets: 
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-Pockets: The Super-Intcndant of the 

FinancesturacdAi^eafJ^lar tolj^ J, for 

[ indeed, how fould it He expedled he 

ihould take Notice of a Woman that 

had neither Proteftors nor Friends ! 




C H A P. 
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Marriage of Mademoifelle d*Aublgne. 

MADAM d'Jubignevfzs on the 
Point of returning to Poitouy 
when a fiagular Chance procured her 
an Acquaintance with Scarcn : Madam 
de JfeuHiani^ who lived in his Neigh- 
bourhood and fometinies vifited hiir:, 
. difcourfed with hino about two Pccfons 
who had long refidcd at Martimco \ and 
Scaron was defifous of converfing with 
them, as fomebody had put it into his 
Head that the Air of America might 
cure him. 

The Commander de Pcina threw a 

great Temptation in his Way, and 

■give him fair Hopes. This Officer, 

who had been in a manner loft by ths 

C 4 Gout, 
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Gout, had recovered his Health at 
Martinico ; the Air, the Aliments and 
Medicines of that Ifland having fowell 
^agreed with him, that he play'd at 
Tennis, and went a Hunting every 
Day, as if he ha^ never had -that Difeafe. 
What an Inducement was this to a Man 
who looked upon the Gout as the Source 
of his Infiitnities ! ' That he might not 
go to America witfiout reaping all pof- 
* fible Advantages from fuch a Voyage, 
he bethought himfelf of making a Com- 
pany> and acccnrdingly engaged with 
fome Friars^ a few Traders, and Ibme 
Wits,^ among whom was Segrais^ 
But this Frojeft was difconcerted by 
MadenicHielle d^Auhigne. 

Her Mother Handing in need of 
powerful Friends, went without Scru- 
ple to a Houfe where Ihe might find 
£»aie- among mtoy of the firft Rank of 
both Sexes, who frequented it. Made- 
moifelle d^Aubigniy whofe Gown wa& 
' tck> fiiort; Muihed when fhe was intio- 
*. ' duced 



' diiced, and- being iehfibie of tKft "Al- 
teration in hcT' Countenance, tould h6t 
refrain from crying. Siareri niovcd 

' at thfe Sight of a young Mafd In Tea9, 
cheated her up with fome of his'merfy 
Sallies. . Thi? Vifit, which qn the Part 
of the Lady was only Matter of De- 
corum and Politenels, arid Curiofity on 
thePartof*yr^r(7»5 paved the Way to a 
very ferious Engagement. 

« 

Madam ^Aubigni died, and left two 

.deftitute Orphans. HerDaughter fhut 

herfelf up three Months in a little Room 

2XNiort^ giving fireq Vent tp her Grief. 

*Madam de Nmllant placed the Son ps 
a P^ein a.great Family, 

MadenK>ifelie ^'^^i^;«r had' conv 
«a6ted an intimate Friendfhip in P^aris 
.with Mademoiielle y^ Saim, H^manty to 
whom her Mi^ortunes had endeared 
her : She wrote to ter now and then* 
fsA ia the moft agi^cable Stile. Ha* 
irinn in one of h^r Letters paid a 
- * , C 5 Compli- 
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CogipluneQt to Scaron^ M^emolfellc 

. de Ss. Herm^nt fh^wed :it, to. : faun. 

* What,r cry'd the Pqct^ * hcpt's 

* a.Gid as careful to coiK^al her Wit, 

* as tl^e reft of her Sex are forwarc^to 
^ difplay theirs. Is it dlMartimco that 

* Ihe has learnedtowritethus elegantly? ' 
He wrote her a very polite Epiftle^ ; in 
which he exprefled his Sufprize, and 
drew her into a Correlpondence, the 
Confequences of which he did not tKen 
forefee. 

MadcmoifeHe i^Aiihigni returned *to 
Paris J and Madam de Neuilldni placed 
her in the Monaftcry of ihcVrJulines in 
'^t.^ames^S' Street^ ' from whence fiie 
often fent for her to her Houle, and 
alfd frequently took' her to Scarcffs. 
This little Man had a noble and a tender 
Heart, but his Dilcernment was ftill 
more exquilite ; The Charms of the 
young Lady made' an Impreffion on 
hiih,. and the Misfortunes of her Mb- 
wther, which were not concealed from 

bim^ 
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-him, cxdted Compaffion: But dc 
Accoiiiplilhmcnts of her Mind pat 
hifh inta Raptures. He ceaied to Ijs 

* gay the Moment he began to^be iu 
tovc, becauie he durft not declare his 
Sentiments ; for what could a Man, as 
difordered in his Affairs as in his 

; H6ahh, ' pretend to the moft fcnfiblc 
and niod amiable Maid he had ever 
fcen or heard of? 

He had a Rival : M. de Chevrenji 
. was ihutten with the fame Charms, and 
. was^not fo bailiful as Scaron ; but Ma- 
dam de NeuUlant rightly judging, that 
this young Lord^s Deligns were not 
hopeft* ihe kept him at a diftance, and 
forbid her young Kiofwoman erer to 
fee him more. 

Scaron took no advantage of it ; ht 

rather grew^ more refpedful and fub- 

' miffive, -as he durft not venture to 

make Oyemires which wouki have reh- 

dc^ hirtx ridiculous; His M^fc fnaclo 



him amends for his Silence ; he fang 
his Miftrefs under the Name of Sylvia 
and Chris J m fo ferious a Strain, as 
fufficiently difcovered how jaflionately 
he loved her. 

Happily for him, he was inft>rmed 
that Mademoifelk d^Aubigm fuffered a 
:great deal from her Relation, who emr 
bittered her Benefaftions with' ^, harih 
Behaviour and frequent Reproaches. 
This Difc6vefy made him bolder, and 
being one Day alone with her, he re- 
prefented to her how much fhe was to 
be pitied, to depend for every thing 
on the Humanity of Madam de NeuillatUp 
who had but little of that Virtue, in 
her, and whom, too, fhe might foon lole. 

* If (he ftiould fail you,' faid he, ' what 

* would become of you ? You would 

* become a Prey to Indigence, or re- 

* duced to a fervile Condition worfe 
^ tlun Poverty. If, to make fure of a 

* Subfiftence for Life, you have a mind 
^ to be a Nun, I oSer t6 pay .your 

• Dowry : 
2 
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> Cowrjs : If ijnou are inclmcd to mat- 

* ry^ I, can oflfer you nothing but my 
.* Fortune* which is indeed very indif- 

* ferent, and nry Figure, which is much 

* worfe. But confider, that nothing but 

* the higheft Efteem for you, could ever 

* have made me dream of Matrimony.* 

' Mademoifelle. i^Aubigne aniwered, 
that fhe would freely accept the Station 
that fhould put her in a way to demon- 
ftrate to him her Gratitude, provided 
Madam de Neuillant coniented to it. 

Scaron went the fame Evening to afk 
that Lady's Confent, who readily grant- 
ed it, that (he might get rid of her : 
The only Objedion fhe made to his 
Requeft was her Age \ and it was re- 
ibWed that the Nuptials fhould not be 
celebrated in lefi than two Years. 

' It certainly required an uncommoa 
Degree of Fortitude to refoive to marry 
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i Man difabled in his Limbs, and 
without a Fortune ; thougli in odier 
• refpedls the Match was no Si^xarage- 
mcnt to hen ' 

Paul Scaron was of the antieht 'Fa- 
mily of that Name, who had made a 
Figure in the Law, and derived Hi ad- 
ditional Luftre from Affinity M^th^eat 
Houfes. His Unde was BilEop^^ 
GrewNcy and his Father a Counfellor 
in the Parliament of Paris. He whs 
borii at a Jundure fortunate enough 
to hope for an eafy Life, very diflTi-^ 
rent from that to which he was re- 
duced : In ihort, he was Heir to in 
annual Revenue of - twenty -tlioufahd 
.Livres. The firfl: adverfe Stroke^ of 
Fortune, was the De^th of his Modier. 
.The Counfellor foon grew weary of 
Widowhood, and took for his fecond 
Partner Frances de Plaix^ by whom he 
had three Children. This fecond Wife 
took advantage of the Wcaknefs of her 
tHufband, who was the befl natuved 

MaQ 
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bMatxili^iiigf but aot the bcft of Fa- 
1 jj^s ^i Shj began early, to perfecutethe 
-ClNJi^ifltoi-,^^^^ applied 

Part of the Eftate in an unnatuijal Mm- 
ner, and took Meafures to appropriate 
, the Remi^n4f r ^o. her oy^n Ufe* 

l'^ Young ScarpH, hatod. by his <liiboneft 
.^tcp^Mfi^Xy and made a Sacrifice 
of by his Fatter for the Sake of 
.Peace at Home, put on the Band^ 
but without eng^ng in EcclefiaitiiC^ 
Orders. He was of finall Stature^ byt 
well ipade, full of Fire and Vivacity, 
always facetious in Copverfajtiofi. He 
lodged in the Maraisy a Purt of the 
Town always inhabited by Families of 
:Note, whoie efify Life wa$ fpent in the 
AoQufements of ingenious Idlenefs. Here 
: AfiemUies were held and Clubs formed, 
where a witty Abbe of a reputable Fa- 
mily could not fail of beii% admitted 
with Plcafme. 






A certain Turn of Mind th?^ pre-, 
.Tailed, abounding wich. witty Mirth,, 
-variegated accordiag to the difFerept. 
^Capacities of the Perfons that ccftfip5fed 
thofe Societies, whofe chief Bufineis was. 
Pleafure. Some Ladies, fuch as the 
celebrated Marion ieL$rme\ the Coiw*pis 
4e la Suze^xias, immortANimn deLencl^,^ 
had conftantly at their Houfes a\mimd.- 
tTous Circle^ drawn thither -b/ their 
Charms : In thefe Aflemblies there 'wi^ 
♦Wit, affexquiike Tafte, a voluptttoUs. 
tMorality, and a methodical Epicuriffrt': 
They made delicate Suppers^ bat took 
'Care to banifh Noife and Bultle. ^, 
was in this School that Chapellfy Saint 
Evrefftondj V&itur4y Sarrazin improved, 
•themfelves. It could hardly be ex- 
{)ea:ed that^ the Abbe y«r^« ihould 
Squire the Spirit of his Calling arid Sta- 
tion in fuch a Seminary ; and indeed he 
never had it : His Temper and Com- 
pjexion oppofed it, by fhewing him the^^ 
moft pleafant and ludicrous Side in all 

Objedb. 
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Ob^edb. Long and acute Dileafes never 
brought him to a ferious Way of 
thinking, they only afForded him Mattsr 
for a kind of Burlefque, which a fine 
Genius even in perfedt Health could 
iiardly be capable of. 

A young Man of this Tarn of Mind, 
without Sedatencfs, without Tempc- 
^jrance, and eager for Pleafures of every 
Kind, lived very faft- Till the Age of 
Twenty-feven he enjoyed a good State 
of Health, and was well enough ihapcd 
(as he fays in a Letter to Marigm) to 
deferve the Refped of tht Boijbroierts 
of his Time: But high living, tumii% 
Night into Day, and intriguing with 
Women, ruined thofe Legs that had 
. danced fo .well, and thofe Hands that 
had handled the Pencil and touched the 
Lute with no ordinary Skill ; in fhort, 
thefe Courfes deftroyed a nimble, 
flexible Body and a good Conftitution. 
An acrid^ Lympha preyed upon his 
Nerves, and baffled all the Skill oith& 

Phy- 
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'Phyficians: The Sciatica, Rhcumatifixi, 
Gout, and other Diftempers feized him 
fomctimcs fucccflively, fohi^imes all at 
once, and made of the poor Abbr an 
Epitoinc of human Miiery. He could 
no longer frequent thofe agreeable 
Meetings where Iprightly Converfa- 
tions, which he had often enlivened 

* with his merry Jokes and witty SilUies, 
might for a while have made him in- 

'.fenfihle^of his lAfirmities. He made 
ihimfelf amends for this Lo6 t^y <»m- 
.'inittingto Pap^ the. ridtcuiQUs, though 
-often fimplc^^^nd ingenuous, Thoughts 
and idle F ^cies that came into a Mind 
f\|perior to all his Dileafes ^ and there-- 
. by he fell into that Stile wliich fo many 
'Authors have endeavoured to imitate, 

• btit ' which none after him have been 
able to come up to. 

jinne of Aujiria had at her Court 
a certain Number of young Ladies, 
amiable not only for their perfonal 
Cliarms, but 'alio for an Air of Coque- 
try 
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^ try whi<;h fcarccly went farther than t^ 
Min4« . This wa£ the Humour of that 
Court, Combaut^ VoiturCy BenfarBd^y had 
brought polite Poetry in Vogue among 
theiP) the Queen's Attendants being 
commonly the Divinities of thofe Wits. 
Scaron^ w^o had been acquainted with 
one of them when he lived in the 
J^^ais% knew them aU, and was pro** 
te£ted by Madenioiielle de Hautfart iii 
particular, whd^^ke of him to the 
.Queen, and fo much to his Advantage^ 
that her Majefty had the Curiofity to 
fee hftn. . 

Though Abbe Scarm was unhappy 
enough in the Lo& of his Health, For- 
tune did QOt.ftpp there: His Father, 
in a Fit of imprudent Zeal engaged 
with fome Counleliors to trarerie m the 
Parliament certain Projcfts, which 
Ricbelieii had very much at Heart : He 
declaimed vehemently againft an Edi6t 
which the Court preffed the Parliament 

to 
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' to Ttgifter. ^ Richelieu was not '^ Man 
to be offended Vrith Impunity : He ha- 

• mfhe4 Old Stfarcn to Touraine. The 

' * Dear Thoufan4 Cr.owns, untimely loft, 

• (Alas f how greatly to, my Coft !) 

' Howrmuny Pains, which now I rue, 
' Had I cfcap'd, poffeffing you. 

Will tells me, trembling, pale and vnni 
. V 5»r, all wr Logs are burnt and g^ne-i 
^^Wishavinofmre^ I teac.Win/iiyi.' ,. 

** Than what^will ferve utfor tp Daj^* - 
*; Quickly I curfe -piy cruel Fate^ ' - * » 

"" And wifh the Proft was ftot to great > . , ♦ 

I curfe the Wood, its Price lament,* 

So dearly bought, fo quickly fp^t; . 
"71 curfe my blund Vmg Father^ ]?auit^ * ' * 

• Who, without due fufifctent Thiught,^' '^ 
c Doing, ^sii ! : M'kneHf ^t wbat, 

I Beneath ah evil Star begot 
.^ Ill-fated me, and far a Joke, 
Undid me by a fiogle Stroke. . . 
, By one ill-tturn'd Diicourfe of Wit 
Againft a late tyrannic Writ, »j 

.But begging Pardon of his Satire 
His Wit to me was but 111 Nature. 

Epiftlc to PifZJf/fi«. 
Abbe 
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Abbe- took Care not to appear be&re 
that N&oifler while his Anger was yet 
bpiling; he gave him Time to cool ; 
hut when he perceived' he had Friends 
at Court, hs judged he. might venture 
a.Petition to the Cardinal : He flattered 
h^m, he pleafed him, and would have 
foftened Hm, had not his Eminency's 
Death, which happened a Month after, 
bjafted his^ Hopes, 

The unfortunate old Man died in 
Exile :. A confiderable Inheritance was 
to have fallen to his Son ; but Chica- 
nery intervened, and to Law they went. 
He facetioufiy pleaded in a Caufe, where 
his whole Fortune ^'ff^ at Stake, and 
ftudied more to make the Judges laugh, 
than to convince them of the Juftice 
of his Claims. 

His Friend Mademoifelle de Haute- 
fordy prevailed again on the Queen 
Regent to fee him, and he be^ed that 

an Office might be ercded in his Fa- 
vour, 
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vour» under the Denomination of^fier- 
M^efty's Patient: The Queen fmilcd', > 
and granted him that Poft. He made 
Intcreft for an Abbey, which was denied" 
him, becaufe he was incapable of per- ' 
forming anyFunftions : It was on this ' 
Occafion he faid, that he fhould' be 
glad to have a fmiple Benefice, but fo 
fimple, fo very fimple, that all the Ser- 
vice required Ihould be only to believe 
in God. 

He endeavoured to make his new 
Poft under the Queen turn to good Ac^" 
count. He praifed and flattered Maza-- * 
m, who obtained him a Penfion of 
560 Crowns, for which he was very ill ' 
requited. He compofed a Piece intitled 
Ty^ouy, dedicated it to the Cardinal, 
and waited on him with it; When an ' 
Author is not rich, he can hardly for- 
give an unfuccefsful Dedication: He 
therefore fupprefled the Sonnet, and 
fubftityted a very fatirical one in the 
room of it. He attached Kmfelf to 
' the 
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the Prmte of Ccndej whofe Vidorics 
he ccdeb^ted> and tx>' the Ccaic^ucor de 
RetZy tpwhom be dediated die firft 
Part of his Comical Romanc0j the orily 
Book of his that will ever be in Rc- 
queft. His Houfe was frequented by 
Peribns of the greateftDiilin^on; and 
that Archbiftiop . C^^ i?f/2^ often went 
to vifit him, to fliarpen his Wit j and 
layby him on a little yellow Bed, to 
difcourfe of other Matters bcfides the 
Cabals of the Faftion called the Fronde. 



Starcn had always two Things hi 

View in his Dedications; Proteftors for 

Futurity, and Money for his prefent 

Ncceffitics. He had Occafion for the 

latter, to fuppOTt his Houfe on the 

Footing he had put it : The Company 

that frequented it was numerous, though 

well chofen: There the Coadjutor aflfem- 

bled the Fa£Uous-, thither the Wits re- 

forted as to an Academy; and young 

Smarts were drs^wn to it by the Coque** 

try of his Sifters. 

I Scar on 
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ScaroH was not dumb at. tho^ 
Meetings. He delighted in Satire,^ an<l 
hated the Cardinal Mihifter: Example^ 
was a farther Encouragement tq him, and 
Burlefque w^s in vogue : Witty Sayings, 
aaid fmart Jokes flowed fpontaneoufly,, 
and poetical Darts were launched front 
every Hand againft Mazarin. His 
Eminency read all thofe Pieces, pafled 
J[udgment on them as impartially as if 
they had been levelled at any othpr Per-* 
fon, praifed fome, and laughed over 
fuch as were ingenious ; in this, but in- 
deed only in this, much fuperior to 
Sicblietfj who laid Satire toa much to. 
Heart. But this Indifference forfook 
him when he faw the Mazarinade : The 
other Pieces had touched him but very 
(lightly 5 this wounded him in the moft; 
fenfible Part ; it laid before him all thcf 
Crimes he had committed, and all the. 
AfFrojY^s and Mortifications he had re- 
ceived Mazarin rcvenee4 himfelf by 
fupprefling the Adthor's P^nfion. I 

could 
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could have wifhed^ faid Scaron to have* 
fupprefled myfelf. In vain he fucd 
for Pardon to the Queen and the Car- 
dinal; the Penfion was not reftbred. 
He was then obliged to have recour& 
to Fouquetj the Mscanas di die Learned, 
but a Mecanas who, in rewarding' their 
Labours, did not mortify their Vanity 
and Self-Lpve. 

The Stage, which then l^gan to be 
the Patrimony of indigent Poets, made 
him amends for the Lofs of his Penfion. 
Jodekt and Don Jafhet had a prodi- 
gious Run \ a Succefs that does much^ 
more Honour to the Author than, to 
the Age he lived in. . • 

r 

His Relations, who had difputed^hlil 
Eftate with him when they dibught himf 
friendlcfe, reftorcd.him Part of it when 
they iaw he had Trote6lors. A Pre* 
beHd.in the Diocefe of Mcms compleated? 
a Provifion for his Wants : His Worts 
prodU^ him a handfome Income, 
D which 
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'vHch he cdlcd his Mstfquifetc of 
:^ineti theNameof hisBookfcller. 

Apartment «a» cl^pndy fumilhcd. 
Curi<^ vA commoniy the Motive to- 
the firft Vifit*, wWch^cere made as to a" 
kind of Rarity, or very f»gularPerft>n j 
but ihey were afterwards repeated, as t». 
an.agreeablcCompanion ; andthegreateH: - 
Courtiers of both Sexes did not think 
much of climbing thethird Story, where 
they found a Man replete with Wit, 
good Humour and Infirmities. 

His Head ever han^g down upon 
lus Breaft, and his Knees always bent 
by 2( Contraftion of the Nerves, gave 
Wm ex.aaiy the Form of a Z. 

He wrote dther upon his Knees, or 
oii a Boaid which refted on two Iron 
Branches fixed to his Ett)OW Chair; 

Mm- 



( 50 

Abundance of People have ima^ned 
that he was really like one of thofe 
Cripples that fhuffile along in a Bowl : 
Portraits hs^e been tnade, where he 
was re|ue&nt»d with, his L^egs placed 
round a wooden Bowl fitted to hi^ 
Breech; and fome even drew him with- 
out Thighs i The whole fct on a 
Table ; over his Head a Cap hung 
byaCor4) which he took oflF by ftooping 
a little, and put. on again by placing 
himfclf perpendicularly under it, and 
letting it fall down with the Help of the 
Cord which ran through a PuUy. But 
he was not ignorant of thefe Jokes, and 
was the firit- to laugh at them in the 
Pi^re he drew of himfelf. 

The Deformities of his Body were 
compenfated by the Qualities of his 
Soul. He had a Heart fufceptibk of 
Tendemeirs, a lively Im^ginadon that 
fet every Thing in a ridiculous Light, 
an inexhaufUble Fund of Mirth, much 
D 1 Patience 



( 50 
Patience i» Affliftions, and a gttat 
deal of Fortitude under his Infirmities^ 
He could be poor without Pecvifhnefs 
or Dqeftion, lick with Gayety, fatirical 
without Malice, indolent without ne* 
gleftiiig his Intcreft, and choleric widi- 
but Rancour. 

Such was the Hufband that Made* 
Mioifelle d^AubignCj at the Age of fifteen, 
accepted. Scarorf% chief Care was to 
fhorten the Term he had agreed open 
with Madam dt Neuittanty and (he 
condefcended to remit him a whole 
Year.' 

'^ Mademoifelle JPAuhigne made Ac- 
quaintance with Mademoifelle de Len- 
ctos: They were not of the fame Tem- 
per nor of the fame Genius •, the one was 
always gay and facetious, the other in- 
clinable to Serioufnefsj Ninon loved 
notliing but Pleafure, Mademoifelle 
fAnhigni liked Pleafure and Virtue: 

Never- 
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Ifeyerdiclefi, xhsy tenderly bved.cacK 
«ieri and focw? had but one Bed* 

,. M.ie VilUarfUiuxy the Kandfomeft. 
and the gaycftMan at Court, lo/ed 
Nnon^ and w^ beloved by her with a 
Conftancy which furprized every body 
that knew the Syftem of Coquetry and 
.Yoluptuoulhefs which Ninon had adopt- 
ed. Mademoifdle ^Aubigniy who was 
as h^ndfome, and younger, rendered 
J>mi UDifeithfol. Ninon ^rdoned that 
J^fiddity in her. Lover, and this Trea- 
.chery in her Friend, and would needs 
be their Confident 5 whereby flie learned 
that Mademoifelle d*Jubignfs Heart 
was not fo fenfible as her own, and that 
ViUoTfeaux was very prefling, and very 
little regarded : Nettled at thi» Indiffe- 
rence, which was a t^it Reproach to 
her Attachment, Ihe adled in Concert 
with ViNarfeauXy omitted nothing that 
.inight g^in him the Affedlion of her 
JFriedd, and employed all the Stratagems 
of a Geniuis fertile in RefiTources and 
D 3 formed 



C54> 
formed for Intrigues. * But ftie could 
not extort from her one tender Sentimait, 
nor a kindLook for the Man fhe adored: 
She had the Vexation to perceive, tirat 
a Perfon might be very wdl qualified to 
fix the Heart of the fickle Ninon^ and 
yet not be worthy of a Look from the 
virtuous AuMgne. ' " ' '' ' \ . 

In the mean while Scaron-'vmtibdL im- 
patiently for a Felicity which he couKI 
but little enjoy. His Martii^ depHved 
him of his Prebend in the Diocefe of 
Mans: His Friend Menage having a 
Valet dc Chambre who defigned hiiti- 
felf for the Church, Sccop&n refigned> hit 
Benefice to him for a thbufahd Crowm^ 
a fimoniacal Traffick indeed! but ex- 
cufeable in thofc Times^ when a nu- 
cleus Cardinal publickly made Sale of 
all Benefices that were at the. Court's 
Dilpofal. 

He had not kid afi(k the Thoughts 
l»faVoyagetoil^r/fmcfli heitillreclo 

oncd 



( 55) 
otitd upon recovermg his Heatdi jtt 
that Ifland;^ and coxifidered this Kmd 
i^ Refuxre^tion as a necelTary Prepara^ 
tion for the Pleafures he expeAed frortl 
fais Marriage : aad it was with a Vievtr 
tQ procure him^iuch great Blefling^ 
that he put a thoufaod Crowns into the 
Funds of the Company of Cayenne^ ne« 
gociated his Benefice, and fold a little 
£ftate that lay near Jmboifi. 

Happily for him that Eftate lay con- 
yftuent'for M% Nubti; Advocate in th& 
Parliahient The Baiigain was (haxrlt 
at ei^teen thoufand Livres : The Con-* 
Teyance being made and the Moneys 
psud^ Nublc went dowa into the Count 
tiy, .and found the Eftate much better 
tbw he ima^ned.when. he pufchafed 
it. He got it furveyed and .eftimatdd^ 
and it was valued at twenty four thou- 
fand Livrcs. Who . would not h^e 
blefled his Stars for fo good a Bargain ?^ 
Xhq Advocate seturned to Pmii^ceSkdf 
D-4,t ; ' ^ /upon: 



'^tpQR S^aroni and tfiud tohiib^x ^: You 
,^ choughtyourEflatsDWQrtimoinDffthiii 
^ eighteen dxoufand)IUvres$ in ik really 
^^ valued at fix thoufahd morejiiid hw^ 

* the Money for you: I cannot in Con- 

* fcience take Advantage of your. Mif- 
> take/ I relate this Fa& as an Inftance 
of nice Honour, very ra»c in our Times : 
The Greeks and Romdns would have 
thought it worthy of a Place in their 
Annals. 

' Searan required Mademoifelle dl'Jk^ 
higuS to make a formal Abjuration of 
the Errors of her Fathers, though (he 
had already renounced them at Niort : 
He doubtiefs wanted to appear in the 
honourable Light of a Convertor, to 
Ibme pious Perfons who. might be ufe«- 
fill to him. 

They were married in 1651. Some 
Days before, he laid to a Friend 
< Though I (hall do no fooliih Things 

^o her, I will teach her a great many/ 

He 
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Hefiiadthen nodung dut hecouldmove 
j&eefy but his Eyes, his Tongue, and 
.his Hands. Mademoifelle JI^AUhigni 
i^is* radber his Companion than- his 
Wife. 
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FromtbeTear 1651 /» 1660. 



I^CJRON^h Houfcwas the Ren- 
dezvous of good Company : His 
Wife did not m^ them keep aloof f 
Ihe poflefled in a fupremc Degree the 
Gift of Converfation', the Honour of 
being admitted to it was- much coveted j. 
and nothing was more common than to 
fend down Word to Princes, Dukes 
and gresa Officers of the Crown,, that 
for the prefent they recdved no Vifits. * 

VivdTtne^ Mata^y Grammonty CBatillmj 
Charleval^ Marigni, du Rincyj MioJfenSj 
Eihemei afliduoufly frequented their 
Houlc ; and of the other Sex, Madam: 

♦ V. Lett, from Scarw to M. dc Villette.- 

de 



Je Mirtely Mademoifelfe Je Scuderi^. 
Madam de Coulanges^ Mademoiiellt 
Bocquety the Countefs.Ve la SuzCf the 
Mkrchidnefs de Sevigni^ the Duchefi 
de Cbevreufe. There the rough Sons of 
Mars mingled with the Beaux : Thither 
the Gentleman of the Robe repaired to 
unbend his Mind after the Fatigues of 
the Bench and the Bar.; the Man of 
Letters, toTmooth his Brow and fhake 
oiF the wild, awkward' Air contrafted 
byintenfe Application- i the Courtier^, 
to unlearn. Foppery and. lay afide* 
Deceit.. 

Scaron loved FealfingandMerriincnt^. 
and frequently had little Suppiers in 
his Apartment, at which a gpnteel, yet 
fmart Gayety prefided.. There was na> 
Table in France that could vye with* 
his in thofe merry Flights and idle: 
Chat, without wjiich all Converfationi 
muft at length droop and. break oflF.. 
Every one ordered, his own^ Difli ; fof 
" r that; 
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th^t i^n was Yariety enough^; ^i^ 
HoreguUrCourfcs* . :^ o^uin 

The Difcourfe of thofe Wi|^ wz^$cXf 
tremely loofe, fuch being the T^e of 
the .Matter of thcHoufc, His Wife 
by her virtuous and modeft Carriage^ 
kept the yoyng Lordsfo iBu^h in Awc^ 
that a Change was effofted. . She f^ 
fered a great deal from iier Hvifband'r 
licentious Stile^ He was agreeahlp 
aiid diverting in aQ Things,^ even in 
Grief and Anger ; becauie the burlelijuc 
Side of every Thing occurring, tp His 
Mind^ he exprefled like a FlaOi of 
Lightning whatever his Imagination, 
ever warm and ever ingenuous, repre- 
iented to Rim ; . But he was exceflively 
unguarded iahis,Expreflions and G^fhy 
in his Narrations, taking God's Name iii 
vain,, and like an arrant,Cynic painting 
every Objeft inthe moft IhamefulCo^ 
lours. The Piety and Modefly of Ma- 
dam Scarotk could not put up with fuch 
jLapguage :. She fetherfelf to corrcft k, 

and 



tmoitd enough of it to (hcdc chafttt 
Ears, and make * an upri^t Heait 
i&^t*€ihBte> ' 

"^*Onc:Day a$ hat Hoiband was ac^ 
qii^liiig his Frieiids with the Mol* 
fitfeshe hadtakento&cdehb Affiursi 
Segrms^ who^was-one of the Company; 
i^dtO'hims Thatit was not enough to 
Ixe ma£ried;,Th^ he fhould. have a 
ChQd ix \s2Sty and afked him, whedwr 
lie thought himfelf able to get one. To 
%hkh Scaron anfwered widi a Lau^t 
^ Do you aim at doing, me. that Kind* 

* nefe.?' I have Mauginr here, who 

* can do mc fuch a Piece of S«:vice ia 

* aninftant.' This Maugin was his 
Vakt de.Chambiie, a good hatured 
Feltow trained to his Humoi/r. . ^ Maiif- 
^ gifts f^ he l«fom die C<»iipafi]r4 
^ Art tftou not wiUbg and abk togs* 
^ my Wife-«rtdi Ghikir Yea indeed^ 
^ Sif, if Qodplestfes,' anfwered A&t^ 
%ith an J^ oir Simj^licii:^ th^madb 

the 
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tft» 'Company ^laug^ heahity.' BcaNtt 
fhought^^is Scene fo ]^lealantj'»th{*'iii 

^fen repeated iti ' ^ .' 

^ •*■■,♦ 

Hence let the Reader judge of all the 
Moraficadons tio Vhkh herifelk^e dpi- 
^wasexpo&d. Every Hour her Eat*: 
were &ock^* wkh> (^feemj) Seiuhds i 
Modefty beihg no more relpedled iti his 
Hduie, than it is in thofe infamous. 
Places where Debauchery infefts every 
Rirafe and Sentence. ' He fometimes. 
feid to her,. * I would have you be as- 
••' infenfible as a Lacedemonian ILzAy j, 
• you cannot be fcreened by me ; yoa 
^ muft therefore be protefted by die 
^ public Virtue.* . - • ^ 

- Miadam-^^^^«, <di6ugh itt the Ager 
iP9lieah6r Sex love:nothmg but laughing 
ttd joking, faw with fecr«r Yexktiort 
difttthis was herHuiband^s ible Oc- 
-cUpation. Beifig naturally ferious, flie 
imd offended at Mirth which fbe ofteii* 
tfaot%bt ill-timed.* It w*s tcto fr^tieate 

not 



lipt to beW^ftfol ; it wt^ rodiftr ^ 
]^^(i^(>faJHidi:l^ th^vof ft 

well-bred Man. This wanton^ hpr- 
lefque Strain made People take k 
ii}(^ii}g to^hitn, ami at the fame Time 
r«(>d&iped him 4efpi<iable : They couM 
0ot but tpofc )Upon him rather as:aii 
^eedbk Gompsuiion than as an t^ 
piab^ M&A-,.fQt^.how is it pbffibl^ 16 
^j^^ tbfiin:.thit;^don:'t neQ)^ dtem^ 
felves ? ' • ' 

f Tbei« was nothing (he 4t«aded more 
than, Codtempt^ and/ was always appre^ 
henlive that focpe Partof tiiat Contempt: 
in which tl^y myft needa heid Scaron^, 
^ould rebound upoi> hec. He. fought: 
to pleafe by ^is G^yety f ihe ftudidd td« 
p|eaJ(e<Hily.by>ei:;Modcfty : JShttook 
notice of all. his Words^ watched att 
hif A4i(^s>^wd£scn^to bave'siau^their 
Case .t]^ to r^paiir or prerent tbc^Dil 
ioo;^ fixe received itomf her HodJand'^ 
Humour. ^Though fimple, naturalv 
aBidwith9ut>ReServ€ or 'Di%aiie to IbchM 
...; as 
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Gravity and Xjte-aQdeury aifanlrably i«)e£k 
fop|)0i3feed by her tnajcftk Figure, wkR 
^fJe that fixe had bu$ a flight KiiQfvr-^ 
kdgeofl Alway$;GQftfiiied whhki the 
fiarrow Bounds of a fevere Decomny, 
Jbedidnot allow the leaft Familbu^ty 
to her faeft Friend«» being fenfible that 
the itioft imK)ceat Familiarity is the 
£we of Refpeft and the flow Poilba 
ofFriendfliip. 

- Ha: predominant Paifion was th& 
Love of Glory : Jeaven'd with Vaiuty^ 
as greedy of Efteem as her Huftancl 
diire^ided' k, more delighted witii 
reigning by her Virtue than pkafing by 
her Beauty, rifuig dbort aH thofe bi> 
rcAous ObjeAs^ which feenr to be the 
Appe^i^'Ot her Sex rather through 
SdfJxi^e than from Princiides» flit 
ftudkd ta diftinguifli hcrfelf, tod ae^. 
quire a Reputation. At the RepiaiH 
made at her {[Ipuie fhA regularly oH*^ 
ferred the Fafts and Pays of Afaftinence 

I from. 



ih>m Fkfli : Daring Lualbt IWtd npm 
mithiog but BeansT and Herrings^ whiM 
^Mr^H Md his Guefts indulged thr» 
Pfthte with dienicdt Ragoos and fineft 
Wines. ^ I wa^ not then happy enough 
\ (as ihe often faid afterwards) to dp 
s this xneorly.). for God's Sake, but I 
*:rwanted to ben^cemed : A Defire to 
^ get a Name was my Pafllon, and no^ 

* Body evier carried it farther : This 

* Ambition made me fuflfer Martyr-* 

* dom by continual Ccmftraints : and 
^ perhapsit wis in his Anger thai God 
^ granted me what I wifhed for : I 
^ wanted Eulogies^aod Honours, and I 
^ have had them in Profufion/ Her 
Piety, which. at firft was only a Tinc-^ 
tune of Vanity, became infenfibly RnA 
cttt and profound. When we pofocm 
our. Duties without knowing the Ex-t 
tent ai>d Neceffity of them, wi; cafUy 
aiUicre to them j but when we come to 
know them, we love them and difchargsi 
xhefti with Ch^ulntfs, j 
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She flood in need of all her VTi^- 
tue to bear up under tie Vexations 
incident to' her Situation. Scaran had 
taken under his Roof his two Sifters of 
the firft Marriage : The youngeft was 
vitty and handfbme, and her Coquetry 
attraded the nooft amiable, and mofl^ 
dangerous young Courtiets. In vain 
did Madam Scafon exhort her by hcF 
Difcourfes and her Example, to foU 
J|dw the PaAs of WiMom ; Inclina-i 
tiaft and Conftitutioa prerailed over 
&er AdnCionitionf, Intrigues ftill went 
dn, and the Duke ^Tr ernes was ditf 
happy Man, ' Scarm was riot ignorant 
©f his Sifter's PafBon, Tind while hia 
Wife deplored it, he was the firft to 
make a Jeft of it. Somebody who 
knew that the Duke often vifited him, 
and had Occafion for that Nobleman's 
Proteftion, came to Scaron^ and en- 
treated his good Word towards it. But 
Scaron bluntly faid to him, * YoU are 
• under a Miftake j 'tis not to me you 

* aret 
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^ are to apply ; go up to my Sifter, 
*♦ he# Intereft with him is greater than 
* mine/ This Inclination exceeded 
the Bounipis of ordinary Gallantry : A 
Son was the Fruit of it, who was chrif- 
tehed b^ the Name o( EJirumel The 
puke de 3r^«i^/ grew fonder afterwards^, 
and his PaflJon for the Mother lafted 
till Deadi, Scaron called the.Chiid his 
Nephew, and, in fpight of all the Pre- 
cautions of his Wife tq .cofticeal tbi^ 
Commerce^ he m^c it public This 
Nephew afterwards .changed dje N^c 
of Eftrumel for that of Fmtenay^ and 

. « 4 4 "^ % 

married Jnne de ^hibotart^ of a noble 
and ancient Family. . .He ^as Equerry 
to Madam , de Maintenonf and had two 
Daughters, whom fhe pl^ed at St. 
Cyr, 

A lingular Chance afforded Madam 
Scaron an. Opportunity* to difplay her 
Humaiiity *^Co a Lady whcJih her Huf- 
band Kad tenderly loved inhis' Youth : 
HerNamo was Celefte de Palaifeau : She 

. ./ proved 
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jproved faithlefs, aiid le^'Klm foii rich 
Man, who had prcxmifed ker Marriage. 
«' • » • ' • ■ * ' ' . 

;, Mademoifelle <fo P^A^i^iMsr.yieBfaito 
the Defires of that new-Lover, whofe 
warm AfFeftion loon cooled. She rtr 
qjuired the Performance of hii Prbmile^. 
and he refiifcd it. The Affair p^ade a 
Noife ', Madam Scaron made her Friends 
ftir in it, but they could obtain no- 
thing. However Ihe did not giv£ it 
iover, aftd fct- Farides and Scuw^ to 
work, who nniade up Matters by cff- 
]gaging the Lover to give his Mif(xe& 
Forty thbufand Livres. She gave ufe- 
ful Coynfels to that unfortunate Per- 
fon> . kifpked hd: With a Relifh Jfor Re- 
tirement,, and prevailed on her to go 
and depTore her Folly m the Convent 
of the Conception. The Nuns, who 
were then building, joyfully reqeiyed a 
.Novice .that brought them io coiifidei:- 
able afid ib netdlary a Dpwry: 3^t 
they could not keep within. Bounds, 
and run themfelves fo deep in Debt, 
by enlarging and beautifying their 

Hou&» 
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Houfc, ^gt dtey were reduced to Bank- 
ruptcy. The Conyent was delivere4 
up to the Creditors, and the Nuns 
tamed <iut by Couples to fliift where 
they could. In this Extremity Madcr 
mx)ifelle de Palaifeau remembered Sca^ 
tOft% former Tendemefs ; and this Re- 
membrance, which, in ftrift and fevere 
Morality, ought to have induced the 
Lady to fliun him, was the very Thing 
that encouraged her to feek him. Ma- 
' dam Swre7«' received her with her Com- 
panion, and entertained her till, by 
■the intereft of her Friends, Ihe had 
procured her a Priory of 2000 Livrcs 
per Annum. But this Woman was 
ddlincd to die of Hunger, ftriftly 
fpeaking : She was fo weak as to rc- 
fign her Priory to one of her female 
Friends, who took no Care of her 
'While in Health, and in Sicknefs let 
her die for Want of Phyficiaiis and a 
diet fit for one in her Condition. 



m 
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All the diftinguifhed Wits in Paris 
were earneft to be admitted into Scaron's 
Company. He had about him Cour- 
tiers of the firft Rank, and they be-. 
held in him a M^ of the Profeflion 
who was not their Rival.. Scaron was 
no Man's Competitor ; as he had a Ge*. 
nius peculiar to himfelf. Nobody aim- 
ed at imitating him : He did not create 
Envy, becaufe the Charaderiftic of his 
Works produced Surprize, but no Ad- 
miration. . His moit intimate Acquain- 
tance were Menage^ Pelliffoft^ Sarrajiny 
Des Tveteauxj La MenardierSy Henaidty 
Segraisy the Abbe de Franquetoty Mon- 
treuily La Sablierej the AhhtTeftu, -In 
thefe little Aflemblies they canvafled, 
without Pedantry andwithoutObftinacy, 
Queftibns in PhilofopKy, Morality and 
l^iterature, and often reveHed t|ie De-, 
crces of the Academy. They didnot, 
as in other Societies, make Diflerta- 
dons on Modes, nor analize Sentiments, 
as was the Cuftdm of the Hotel of 
' ^' 2 Ram- 
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RamhouilUt: They fpoke gooci Senfe, 
and criticifed the Works of the Day \ 
Scaron always read his new Compofi- 
tions to the Company, and this he 
<alled trying his Books. 

Madam Scarort had the happieft Ta- 
lents in the World ; an eafy and cor- 
reft Expreflion, lively Ideas, a folid 
Way of reafoning, and a refined Tafte. 
Hence judge of the Progrefs fhe made 
in this School. In a little Time (he 
became the Wonder and Admiration 
of her Matters : Thofe who had moft 
Wit and Senfe, were them that found 
moft in her. Thus, without being fen- 
fihle of it, Ihe was laying the Founda- 
tion of that Fortune, which her. Genius 
was to raife to the higheft Pitch, 

In Proportion a3 her Tafte ynproved, 
fhe infenfibly acquired a Kind of Sove- 
reignty over her Hufband^s Lucubrati- 
<His : She fcaimed thiem with ^ rigid 
£ye^ and he always rcAdilyA acquidced 
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in Ker Judgment: And indeed what 
he wrote after his Marriage, is more 
corred, more guarded, and more de- 
licate than the Compofitions prior to 
that Epoch : Such are the laft Books 
of Virpl Travijled^ the Sequel of the 
* Comical Romance^ Leander and HerCy 
Works pofterior to the Year i6^i. 

After having gained an Afirendant 
over his Mind, it was no hard Tafk to 
influence his Heart. She reformed his 
Manners with as much Succefs as flic 
correfted his Writings, and habituated 
him to a certain Decency, which, with- 
out cramping his merry Vein, made 
his Satire lefs offenfive. When flie 
faw him in the Humour to tranA 
grefs the Rules of Mockfty, or that 
the Company were not to her Tafte, 
ihe abfcoBded a few Minutes from her 



^ Somebody made the following PfediC'- 
tioii on that Book; Cavefcft /§$$ imumfror 
iiiibus. ' ' • * 

Sla- 



z-^mfi^i^P^^^^ CEgonomy not 
tt^sl^l^^M upoa 1)13 Capital :, and th^ 
C^pjita^ "V^pt^t coniidei;a|ble epoi)gh:tc^ 
tlje^/rc^ucnc ficeaches. . He was Hoort 
reduced to a few Axmuities fpr Life/ 
The Pieces he; wrote for the Stage had 
nptf fi%d.hif^ockfts:; The Profio^^ 
9^:^)95* Booj^ J^rv^ onlyito difphargct 

-.»..- .(';»..(- . • ^ [ 

[ ♦ Bcfides the Rum Winter brings, ' \ 
• I'm cbmpafs'd rouh(i oy fl;ij,t'ring Thin^* 
Dabblers in Wit, with'Serifes froze,' ' * 
And colder than Norweyan Snows : 
^^j Wife too leaves liiie at the Stake,-'' 
^ • Nor will the painifiil -Valk partake, » *»-^ 
' * Calls for her Gloves and Capuchin, • " 
, Afi^2^$ A^]:^diGpflr|fng. -^ / 1 

: fl3^*i^hcnTy^better,Coihpai\jr,:. , ' r 
fj,A^,Riwcl, or D'Elbene, or Th^e,/ 
The Hufly never ferves. roe foj^ * 
Nor ever once attempts to go. .... ; 

ti%?vi^ - E fome 



moft wgeitt Neckties. Evtnf'Eiif 
new Difficulties occurred, and Madam 
9^»vit<if&ii ^xHOM'Tiim 'mated 
tb the NbdelGiejr t^pMian^ IktrtioAi^ 
^^BuyTlrtad w PtMl 'Bfedks, Verifer,; 
JdH AtSulktion, Bfe^tkdohs, Wttt ^ 
Ftth^ «n Whicft h& &ibfifieiM±r i^- 
^dfed; Poor •#iA»titMfe^rtdr!^ aid 

nor murmur agaii^ her Hufbabd : She 
had early formed bo: Soul to that true 
Couralgie, 'wKidi conS&s in knowing 
ftoW to Bsar MUfeltunes. 

Sairmfx>v^ \(rith a^ great deai of 
UUTurancey deixiaml <SradfkadaniS fitmi 
]iis Supdriors. His Wife^ tvhdfe tA}* 
hlc generous Hearl knew iia Skipld^y 
i^piQed »: ibc^ itortifyillg %&jr: 
Made to cbnfer Benefits, fbt Ibuhd 
herfelf obKged t!6 tecdve iheM fitun 
others. 
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: Smm &red his Friendi and Pro* 
teflim : . They laughed at his Sallies; 
^i!nmei his Chara&er, pitied iiisMii^ 
^artnneS) . but fiddoia . relieved iumi. 
Thcy^.did «ot Jhink that Mifery real 
which could furpUh him with iiich 
merry Epigrams : They could not 
jC09oe^v:e it ppfliWe for a poor Maij to 
mzkfi a Jeft of his Indigency: .a^d 
pourtiersai efpecially, did not fufpefl; 
that a: Man,, . ^whom they faw .fii 
gay in the Eye^ngi j^amented all,.^ 
next Moifniijg thp ^ATant of Money^t^ 
buy Jnk and F,aper. .. • . 

t 

Mai^aQ\ Scarcn was confl^mtly em- 
ployed in folUciting Benefactions ^nA 
Peniions» or foothing Creditors. Hqw- 
frver, Ihe had Intercft enough to get 
an'^ftite belonging to her Coufin, M^ 
jUX^rce^ ere£ted into a Marquifatei^ 

ThePlaceofHiftbriographerof/^««r^ 
b^Qi^ne vacant. Scaron^ wbo would put 

»^.:.r- •• E 2 ^ in 
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in for every Thing becaufe he obtained 
nothiiigi^begg*4 this, bfcc*ufe his Friend 
Cpftar had had it, ^nd that La Serre 
had the . Title and Sallary of iiidi a 
PoflL TheHiftnryof Fr-tfw^^wroteby 
fir/rr^ miuld: doubtlefs h»ri been an 
cxtiiaordinary Work I 

He attempted toeftablilh fbme Of- 
fices in the Police of Parisy die Right 
or Property of which he had acquired i 
This Affair might have brought him in 
4 or 500a Li vres annually. Madam 
Sharon went^ but in vain to foUicitthe 
Provoft of the Merth^ts : TKofe Of- 
fices were, fupprefled, and his Hopes 
vanilhed. ; 

ThQ Year 1653 was more fortunate. 
ToUquet the Attorney General, allowed 
him a Penfion of 1600 Liyres, Tliis 
Man was magnificent in every Thing, 
full of vaft.Projefts, a Friend to Ai:ts 
and Sciences, and a great Lover of 
Ptaafure. 'Being liberal even to Pro- 
' ' • fiifion. 



iulion,Jic was ajlor^d by, ^. the Public. 

He^was\. tKe ration of^ u^n^W/Zif and 
La Fontaine. -Talents, Beauty^ Mil^ 
fortunes^, were fufficient-. Titles 'to his 
Benefactions* He was the laft greaf 
Nobleman iT^»r^ h^s had. As Super- 
Intendant of the Finances, he feemed 
to confider that Pbft' only a^ the Means 
tb indulge more fi^ly ^is beneficent 
Inclination. Women, Whs, Officers, 
•unfortunate Perfons, Pietiffs, Prin- 
ceflfes, all were in ^k'Pay. ; ]Smron was 
not overlbpked in fl^ Crowd ; liis Pen* 
Hon was reguftirly paid.;^ Vanity being 
Fouqueth predominant Pillion, the Poet 
was noi; fparing of Incenfe, and con- 
ftantly plied him with Verfes iri th6 moil 
'flattering Strain, which were counte- 
nanced by Pellifon the Secretary, tlie 
Creature,' the fine Genius, and . the 
Friend of F(P«j«^/, and afterwards his 
Advocate and Defender in die Da)rof 
Tribuladon. 

E 3 Madam* 
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Madam Fouquet^ who was, a Lady df , 
excellent Senfe and gjreat Pnidence> 
took a Liking to Madam Scaron^ and 
often carried her down to her Country 
Se^ts at Ti? a;f and 5/, A&»if , where (he ' 
enjoyed a Recefs from the Fatigues of 
.the Court and the Plagues of Grandeur^ 
.•.Madam Feuquet^ /aid *.5Mr^»j .j* 

• fometimes fo imitten with ilxe 

• Charms of my Wife, that J s^n afrai^ 
\^ fomething amifs may pafs )3etwce^ 

• thexxu' . Thofe tw^ Ladiei muft 9^eu^ 
,have qcadly fuii)ed each othf r ^ rXJtw^ 
shad the fame Swectneis of Temper » in 

graceful C^niagp they were ajikis^ 4a 
equal Contempt of Trifles preyed io 
both; they had the fame Attachment \q 
^their Hu^bands^ and were repaj'ka^e 
, for the fame Tafte in all other Things : 
In ihojrt> their Friendihip was grounded 
on the Epceirciie of tbefame Virtues. 

Madam Scaron offered' to her Sex a 
^yery ftriking Example of Virtue, A 

♦ Se9 Scarm*k liettera. 

^ ^ Crowd 
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Cipwd of ^greeaUe Me^i ^q)« dalljr 
tcUing l^r t^at flie Mf^ hancjfomic : 
They did not bp}ld much on her Temr 
per and Complexion^ but conceived 
great Hopes fr(?ip the Df^bility and In- 
firmities of her Hufband, which thef 
imagined would at laft make her loath 
ffkfi: Their S\|^s viere' wcoinpaniied 
with fucfa OSers as ^^re fit^to feduq^ 
A youi^ Heart : But th^ jpoi^ found 
^emfelv^ miftaken^ and chat no Conr 
Jdf^pr^^on whattver ccmld warp bf^ 
irom hcrDuty* The Syftem of Wiit 
idom vd&ch Oxc hadeatlj wiaptcd^ wa& 
Ihe Rock on which ail the Hopes of the 
inoft forward and moft lecommmdaHe 
fiuitbiB i£&. Noc &tisfied with 
guardmg againfl: theij Snares^ ihc .aUi> 
knew how to contain them within th? 
Bounds of Admiration and Refpe£t« 
The yeyy Air breathed in her Company 
fcemgtl jp inlpirc V irtiie. 

- Sh^ yr^ jiaturally tender, fu^ pf.Grar 

titude, and di£:erning ; anditisnotim;- 

fgrofaable that Ihe was obliged to oflfer 

E 4 Violence 
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Violence to the Diftates of hcr'Htart. 
The Marftial ^jffbreti a very fenfible 
accompiiflied Man, * could not fee her 
every Day without loving her. In 
ihort, he facrificed all his Miftrcfles to 
• her Charms. 

His Love was equally fefpedful and 
tender, as delicate as it was ftrong, a^ 
balhful in Appearance as it was inter<^ 
nally impetuous. Madam Scaron 
guelled at whathe endeavoiirdd to con^ 
ileal, was toudied with fo' .virtuous Jl 
:£aillpn> and indulged rthe:Marfi]aiv m 
:thofe Effuiions of the Heart which 
far tranfcend all fenfual Pleafures^ 
But more than this fhe. never allowed 



^ This Man whom Huflbands with fuch Ter- 

(ror name, 
Thia Man fo fenfible to Cupid's Flame, " 
Yet ftill is fotind fo changeable in Love, ' 
He roves for ever and will ever rove ; 

fiid ScaroH ia a pecvifli Epiftic to that No- 
bleman* 

' — him. 
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film. Contented with the Title of 
Friend, jiliret perceived he could not 
pretend to the Rights and Privileges 
of a Lover: Thus he loved without* 
hoping, was beloved without Weak- 
nefs, and' was happy without, being- 
criminal., 

. This Commerce of Purity gave nd* 
Umbrage to Scarm:^ Affiired oP £he- 
Virtue of hi» Wife,-, for he kne^r it trf 
Be grounded^ on Piety and Refleftion^; 
he was their Confident, lie fawall the* 
tetters wrote to each other, admiredi 
diem, and "amended theni;- When fhe 
reccived'aJLetterthat was^ toa warnr 
or too ieriousj flie ufed toJay,. that the 
Maribal. encroached upon> h«r Prero- 
gatives ;: and Ihe anfwered jione but): 
Aofe that .were wrote, ia a jocofe,' liveljc 
Strain*. 

rffiould not have related ttefePartii 
Gsukrs,.,had not the Marquis, di IcklEartr 
K5. aUcrtfid! 
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afleited in his Memoirs^ distc idhisan de 
Maintmon had beeo in hdr youn^ D3y9 
thcMiftrefsof M.^*^^^/: ACaiumny 
forged by ibmeEnemies, who knew her 
not till after her Elevation* Such a 
Name as die Marquis de la Far^s is 
not to command our Belief^ his Boojk 
is a Satire, the Work of a Man of Gc- 
pius, but a peeviihy ill natured one. 
What Strefs can be laid on the Report 
of a znalccontcnt Officer, firft-ipoiled 
by the Court, and then made worfe by 
a Society of Caballcrs s^inft ^ Qof 
yernment ? How can «^ a;^^ a Mm 
whofe Ch^radser rendered hiqi incapable 
of ciHiceiiyiqg that Yirtiie ftlone could 
beiiieRq^xo&pi^meGraodeur^in a 
Country whore he had feen thou&ndaf 
of Fortunes railed by Cabal, Intrigue* 
and Vice ? The common Miftake of an 
old Debauchee is to have a bad Opinion 
of Women> efpecially of fuch whofe 
Beauty has often earpoftd them to die 
Perils of Sedu&ion. La Fare ihaogjit 
^ the Ladies were asirail as thofi he 

kept 



fapt Company wkh. . A Coxcomb h 
under a Ncceffity of tromfomng himf^f 
-for bis cafy Conquefts : Tht Wcak- 
nefs of the fsur Sex i^ould put him 
out of Coiuitenance, and m^e him $<;lc 
of GaHantry, did he not perfu^de hin>- 
felf, that the Women who repuUe iwn 
have their unguarded Hours as weUa;^ 
them tfaatyieldto him* 

Giles Bviieatir elder Brother of Vef^ 

freauxj , was the pnly Man that (^are^ to 

Vent a Sufpicion poncerning her Cojv • 

dud. Eyejy onp of that Fainily had 

an irrefiftible Itch for. Satsre. Me^aif 

an4 Madempifelle ie Scudeti buQe^ 

theijrilelvea to pteirei^t j^is Reception %r 

die Academy: &^fv» being a Friend tsk 

both) joined ^m, and (Irengdi^nv^ 

dieir Party by the Intcreft of fomg- 

great Lords. Giles Boileauy become, an 

Academician and a Conqueror, pQ|ildi 

not forgive his Opponents : Hereyen* 

ged bimfelf by fome Epigrams,, one of 

which glanced at the Honour ofMadanv. 
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Scar on . He therein fuppofed . that S€^ 
rom was indebted to Hothhig but (he 
Charms of his Wife for the goo^ Pmv 
pany that met athis Houfc. 

Herein, Scaron, your Error Hes, 
You think yourfelf fo very' wife. 

Your Wil3om only draws 
The Vifitors your Houfe receives; 
But think ag^ri, the World believes 

You'll find another Caufe. 

$caron was extremely nettled at this 
^Raillery. Soileau denied his being the 
Author of it, and ceded all the Honour 
^nd Hanger to Boifrobertj who cleared 
himfelf of the Charge, Some Perfons 
of the higheft. Rank reprefinted .to 
them, that Macfam ^S^r^r^^- having done 
nothing to deferve iuch an Affront, 
and not being cenfurable on Account 
of her Hufband's being in the Num- 
ber of Poets, who are generally ve- 
.ry hafty and giddy, their Epigrams 

might 
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nii^t be" stttendcd widi bad Conf*^ 
qpencei to tbemfdrcs. Smlew &at a 
Mefl%fc to Scarati^ entreating him ta 
*Jmit pfa Vifitatvlreccive hkExcufes. 
Madam Scaren made Anfwer» that fbe 
had no Pardon to grant Fot an.Infult 
that had Sane fier no Harm 5 that her 
Honour depencfed'dh Iter ConduGj 
that an unblcmifhed Reputatfon would 
never beblafted byanEp%ram, anddiat 
fhe {boold appose thok who were for 
revcn^ng^ her Caufc odierwife than by 
Ilecium ' of tiie fame Kind, ^gretfs 
Anfwerwas bluiweri htfa«ihewa» 
not filly ettpu^{ to effibft66 a Monagr 
that had jiiftlnfi him. 






Boikatt majfe Ibme Amends for h» 
tagak Rsrffea&Hii^yW Madi^.'TCry 
eomplai&nt to Ae Lady, but carrying 
a Stingto the Hufband : He laid diat 
hefcnc^too well the Mfei^ of i-ts ,t» 
Venture to attack hg-, and that ^er voir- 
kappy Spoiife had nothihg'm common 
widi her. 3he might have taten ^s ^ 
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fa the World, to ftain the earfy Dayr 
rf a Woman, whofe Merit and Virtue, 
raifed her to the Throne. It is a great 
Honour to her Memorjr, that ihe was; 
attacked only through jealoufy or Ha- 
tred in her Life-time, and, by Miftafce,. 
after her Death. Judicious Perlbns,. 
only by^ confulting Scaroif% Letters,, 
could not give Ear to the Sulpicicms; 
and Prejiidices of her Enemies : H^- 
calls her his^ * Urania, worthy o£ a 
Better Lot and another Spoufe : He 
(peaks of ho- every where withEfteem,, 



*^Urakxa, gende Maid,, wiuup gracious 

(«feav'iiv. 
. To footil my Griefs and eaic mjr Cares ha«! 

ITltAif lA, worAy of a.happi^r State, . 
And better Hufband at the Hands of Fate ; ; 
Staad&.boiui4 beyond Repay ;-t- And Scav- 

(Itus too,, 

€to ^ Acoouati hddi ln$ beft Thanks 

- {your Duftf^, 
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A Hufbai^ neveF mlks in this Strain, 
unlefs hcc Ivif ^a real Value. f<ptr ;his 
Wife. : IVit adam Scarcff ^eferved, and 
obtained the Efteem of all who wcw- 
acquainted with her. . * » 

^ " Queen CBriJiinay yiho defpifcd a Se|: 
of which Ihe was the Glory, ranked hq: 
in the/fniall Ntimber of Women . iji 
Paris whpm 0ie honoured with her 
Efteem. ; That Princess found none 
S«bjthy^t)fheJ: j^iiofity b\it. M 
feile- di'l:^l6s;^}^^ ^^^^^;^ 

;and Madam ^5^^r^»;whb^ alin^ all 
the Princeffies 6f Frdjnxe wbulcj' h^ve 
reckoned beneath their Notice. Me- 
naze introduced ^cdrm to* her i^\ 

Acknowledges a Debt j^ caii't difdiarge^ 
And takes the Payment oniimfil/^ largei 

A pee^tih, fretful Epfftle to Mademoifelle 
ASaubri^l who had draWn the Charadm 
^ S^m and hib Wife by fte Names of 
'ScAUEvs and Uranza» 

•per- 



^ permit yqu^ faid fhe, to,falHn fove 
^ ivitJi' me ; thd ^een of Fr^nf^ xrrg- 
^ ^ted you \itt Patient y and.! create 
^ you my Orldndd. ypu da well. Ma- 

• dam, replied the Poet, to give me 

• j;his, Title, fince I ihpuy havc.af- 
"• ^ijmed it ; ai^d, in rcfiifing it me, you 
^. would bkye ieen ypuifelf ^iibfeeyed 
^ |?y,a. M?ui that would not do fo ixk 

• any odiej: Matter^ tbQi^H his l-ife 
>^were at St^l^j* J^ut, iWwt hoy 

{J ' t90^ jfiu^ J qpt^.cjxpeft f JbuW-* 
uig. tjjefe iaft Wqr df , he did • Wt fu^ 

je^ tkere w»s 1q ipijc^ Tjr^th Jn theqi 

^ he afterwards fpynd. Chrijtina thep 
turning to Madani Scaron^ looked itead- 
ftftly arhef ; afijnSia to'theTTounteS. 
di B^^gij '^ Did I hot ^€& right, tiiat 
•'nothing lefs' than a Queen cbirid 
« make 9 Nfaft:wn^t^ul t9.^.s J.a- 

;• dy?' She Rflijw«^ jtlwi^Hftiwd |^ 
wrU;e to Imr, fuiditoiid tonrfte^pmnttt 
furprized, diat, wkh the iiiu^ amiable 
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Woman in Paris^ he was. In Spi^ ^f 
all his Infirmities, the mcrricft Mto5i§ 
Ffance. 

Madam Fouquet could not do wUh- 
' tout her Company : She charged Ma- 
dam Bonneifu to ^e her ap InvitatioA 
to Ipend a few Mondis with her at Sn 
Mande. Madam Scaron agreed to it \ 
hut her Hufband, who had no dtbdr 
Comfort in his Ailments, lio Preferva^ 
dre againft Melancholy, but the Con^ 
Terf^ion of a Wife, yrfiom he adored 
Ibongfy oppofed it^ notwithftim^^ik 
adl that Madanr de Mi>ncbevreuil coim 
fay to him. ^ 

.« .*From the City her Reputation Ipread 
to the Court : Nothing was talked of 
now buT that amiable Perfon, who, at 
once, infpircd thc-woft forward and 
liceiiuous young NoUe^cn withR^ 
ffssft and. Love, .tod who, at an Age, 
when her Sex ibidy nothing but the 

Art 
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Art of making themfelyes agreeable t^ 
aU,, w^ whoUjr employed in attending 
and ferving a Huftand fo frightful, that 
the Sight of him was forbid to preg- 
nant Women by the Phyficians; The 
Mancinr^ became defirous of her Conr 
yerfation : She that Ipved the ^ King, 
and was beloved by hin^ on Account 
of her Wit, was the moft earncft for 
4t,' and invited her to fpend a fewDays 
ztBroua^e \ but as fhe did not imagine 
^at a Lady £o univerfally admired, 
could not well bear the Charges pf.fvic)! 
^Journey, Madam 5f<fr^;i, ^n, order to 
be excufed from, it,, wa^ obliged to rcr 
cur to her ufual Pretext, aa Indiipc^ 
fition. * 



< ^ Madlun Seanm 1% very unhappy, in not 
^ having a Fortune and Equipage fit to ga 
^ where fhe would9. irtiea (he is offered 6^ 

^ great 
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S4arM at laft todc it into his Head 
to procure himfelf a foiid Eilablifh- 
nient^ by turning gartiian, or aJCind 

.)^ of 



•great a Favour as that of being wiihed for 

* at Broiagey by a Mancihiy 

Rich Gift ^/"Tiberi andthe Pride o/Fnncc. 

* I hopeihe iwll make hferfclf* Amends for 

• fo great a Lois' vrhen *the Court retiirns-'to 

< Parisy and tli^t as fbon as fhe^fhall be knimn 

< by that incOlnparable Roman Lady, fhe 
« will have a Share lA Her Bcncrolfehce/ -£^<- 
ter^trMJd^VJIMiel ' • ^ • *^^ 

Shall I ittfertthofe Lines' which R^d// is 
laid to have wrote againft his Wife, and 
which have iinc6 been maide a Handle of to 
render her Cofidud Tal]piiiotis ? 'Y^i 4or if 
1 (uppri^ed tkeriV^I inight bc^iii^ufed of 
concealiitg difstdvaiitagjdotrs P^iflages i andtiie 
Virtue of Wrwhofe Life I am writing, does 
not ftand in Nefed of fadl Management. 
Here then you have theni, however ihd^cent 
thc)fWyte^** ^^^^3 '' '^*^^ '^''-^ '- '^* 
' > * a' Pvc 



' ill thofe Da^ ' a drowd of Scildidrs 
and Vagraiite plied At the Gatei 6f Fa- 
ris^ waiting for the Arrival of the 
C6untry Carriages, in order to pick up 
ibme. Pence i>^.- helping to unload 
them I But Sharpers frequently mixed 
among thpm 5 an, Ibme of the Gates, 
tibeje were too many of thofe jFellows,. 
whil^ ^t others^ t^e Carriers found few; 
or no Haiid^ to help them, icaronym-i 
dertbok to form a Body of Men of 
godd feharataeri Inhabitants of 'Paris^ 
and bound by an Oath to be true' t6 

! ■ J r .11 h ..u>i ' I ir -' . •. . ^ H j(in i 

thcSfe Verfei^ wi^ 'thfey-fcaHy addreffcA to 
Madam Sciron^ wouW Have no Wci^t at 
itrVifli >hy 8iat arc aiiqiiainced With the 
Author^s Charaflier, and know how^much'he 
ktemcd his Wife. . T'alcc it which W'zy you 
will,, it dui never'p^fifor anjr thing etfe but 
the. luditroui Flight of a wantoh ywit. If 
ScarmhiA fufpefted her Vii^uey inrould: be 
have F^rck:laiqxed his' oi^n Shame 1 ' ' 

'•''^ ^ J thek 
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their Truft, who fliould be aiftributed' 
at the feveral Gates of the City, with an 
eicliiflve Privilege of the Magiftratcs 
to perform this Service to the Mer- 
chants and Tradefmen, who werq to 
pity them for their Labour according^ 
as they could agree. This Projedt was. 
none of the beft ;, however it was ac^ 
cepted; He now fet. himfelf at the Head , 
of this • new kind of Office, took great . 
Care that it fliould hot favour of a Tax ' 
or Impofition on the Public, and would - 
not have his Name appear in it. Af*-^ 
ter abuhdance of. Difficulties and Ob-- 
jeftions, it pfifled at the Town-hall ; 
but the Chancellor cancelled it, as one- . 
rous to the People. On this Occaiion 
he ftood in Need of Fouquef% Intereft ; 
but viofent Contradidlions daily occur* , 
ing, he grew tired,, and negotiated his 
Privilege to ais much Advantage as 
poffib^e. The Purchafer having failed 
in his Engagements, Sharon was even 
with him by a Satire, re-inftated him- 
F' felf 
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£blf in his Privilege, and took into his 
own Hands the Management of thofe 
OfHces, which produced him about Gx 
thoufand Lirres a Year. ' y 

This Prolperity did not lafi long. 
Scaron^s Infirmities encreafed to fuch a 
Degree, that he perceived his Diffolu- 
tion was at Hand. The Court was 
then preparing for SLjourntytoGuyenne^ 
to meet the Infanta of Spain^'whowas to 
be married to the King. One of his 
Friends, who was to go along with the 
Court, coming to take his Leave of 
him, Scaron faid to him, * I am fen- 

* fible I Ihall foon die ; I could go out 

* of this World without repining, did 

* I not leave behind, without a For- 

* tune and without Hopes, a Woman 
of Merit, whom I love, and have fo 
much Reafon to love. I commend 
her to your Care ; I recommend her ' 
to all my Friends : Alas ! What will ' 
become of her ?* 

His 
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|ii$ TwcUftioft was fulfille^^ In a 
little T^R^ ^^s Difeafe grew fo daoge* 
rous, that his Body, weakened by ling- 
ering Pains and Diforders, could not 
bear up agaiiiA; it. One D*y he was 
fdzed with fo violent a Hickup, that 
Madam Scaron , apprehended he could 
net get over it. Howevor, it abated, 
and he then faid, * ' If I recover, I 

* will write a fine Satire on the Hick- 

* ijp/ She jexpeded a very different 
Refolution \ but as. he did not get 
over it, he was dilpenfed with from 
keeping his Word, 



* On this Occafion La Fontaine made, the 

• following Epigram. 

Sc ARON, perceiving that his End w^ near. 
Cries to. the Fates, * I prichee, Goddefs hear; 

* rv« got the fweeteft Satire in my Head, . 

* Let me but end it, and I'll hence witH Speed/. 

* CQme,come, fays C&/f, troop ;— yourlTircad 

(ii broke 5 

* End it belowy — ^this is no Time to joke/ 

F 2 Ma- 



rMadam^^^b^V iiM^^Cttto ^as. to 
{»rq>fU^hkli for ^ Ckfi^an E)6tth. He - 
had h^ ^^dUgtofi) tiut Ike blight him 

upon our hotieftMyi^ridi as Tbpicks 
fdrRkiU^ty ^ butflie iniide*him<ionfider 
cI^smasObjeafsofFaidi. Hd^KadofMa 
n^ade.A. Jtft/of fotaa Tenets that . am. 
donyed fix>tninatu]^ Ketisgioa^ yet Ac ^ 
htqiof^ biiarV$ ^c^jlctt^ his/Sinii tso (^ ' 
^eaiaieltly for ,tbe Sacr^oiciics, and to.fe^ ' 
c^ive tkojiidevoutly. 

His Faith was often Asaggm^ ^'^ 
Poubts. He was ftartled at the De^ 
fcriptions of the Pains of Hell •, and 
yet could not belreye there was any 
Hich Thing. ' If there is a Hell, fai^ 
,• he, it cannot be for me, fmce, with- 
^ out. you, I fhodld have fo!^d this^ , 
« .Life a Hell.* She, anfweied thefe , 
E!<A)bcs with, all the Tendemeis of a 
^ife« an4 the Gravi^ of a Divine. 

* / ' ' Al- 
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;. ^iDc^iiis ,S(rei|igth fixl Im Yoke 
were ,^Ung. him, but hU cheerful 
.T/^inper iljid QQt yet fi^rfake him* His 
liRelatioas and Servants, aSbdied vrkb 
the Condition he was in, ftood weep- 
ing'Youndhisfed* To another Man^ 
.this M^ould harve beet^ a meknchqiy 
£pe&acle ; biiit to l^m it fuggpfted .a 
tmerry Thought *, he faid to thein>. 
^ I Ihall never make you cry as much 
^ as I have made you laugh.' With a» 
dry and ferene Eye he faw Death ap- 
proaching ; but when it was time ta 
take his Leave of his Wife, he left 
oSi jefting. IHe thanked her for all 
her Services, defired iter to forgive all 
his Faults, earntftly recommended her 
to M. d^EJbene^ atid making an Effoitt: 
ro take her by the Hand, * I beg> 

* added he, that you would fometimes. 

* remember me : I leave you deftitute, 
i^* but ^Heaven will provide for you. 

* Virtue is not the Road to earthly 

* Happincls 5 yet I hope you will al- 

F 3 ! ^^Y*^^ 
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• ways be virtuous : When Men are 
^ in die Verge of Eternity, as. I am 

• now, they perceive that dus is die 

• only good Thing. In this Hope I 
^ die content. Pray for me.* 

Madam Scaron melted into T^ars : 
And from that Hour did not leave him 
till he breathed his laft on the 27th 
June 1660. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Trom i66d to 1666. 

WHAT fmall Eftate Scaron left, 
reverted to his Heirs at Law. 
His Widow, deftined by Heaven to 
pafs through all the Stages of Adver- 
sity, in order to prepare her for that 
. high Station to which flie was to afcend 
. for the Relief of the Unfortunate, 
found herfelf once naore expofed to all 
the Horrors of extreme Indigence. 

Her Friends did not forfake her: 
They offered her their Purfe and their 
Intereft. She made a moderate Ufe ti 
thofe Offers, and would not have tired 
their Gencrofity, had this Generofity 
F 4 flowed 



flowed only from compafliontie * wid 
Viftuous Sentmieiit^* 

The Pain her Heart felt m rcoci- 

long, exceeded the Pleafure of giving. 

The ihore cautious they were of offend- 

injg her DeKcacy, the rnbre they a- 

wakened^a certain Kind of Pride which 

was very worthy of that taution. 

Mankind^re sauch more humbled-attd 

jmoftiSed by their own Refiedtioas $nd 

. Gratitucfe^ thanr they would be by thfijfe 

.lofty. Airs and hari[b:Beharioury.Jw|Ei^|^» 

^by over-valuiogthe Gift, depreciate ir» 

.and mitJ^e jtl^em. hate .the.Bencffl&iir. 

Madam Scaron received Pnefenb with 

>jthe:clieepeft Senfe of Grattmde, i^tt 

with, the fame Air as others commonly 

make th^m. 

Whatever RefpeiEl and ©ecorujta 
might accompany thofe Frefents, fhe 
could always difcern the .true Motive 
of the Givers and the more.DeUci^ 
(lifly jbewcd, fo much the more dan- 
gerous 
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gerOUs (tit thought them. Sfie ap>^ 
plied much moreioviUiiigty i^ her E^ 
quzk than to her Superiors ; what &e 
ha9 from the formei: ^were Loans,, 
which flie' mig^t fome time or other 
be able to pay: &ut what ftfe received 
from the latter being Gifts, which way 
could fhe diffcharge her Obligations ? 
She wasferifibleit was impofliblc to be 
at once an Otjea: of Admiration and 
Pity to the Great,, without tufferihg, 
for it. 

Her Beauty wks thch in its foil 
Spkndor: It'had^ot been inthfelejiit 
Impaired by the -Pk^utes of^cdhjugal; 
Love : It h^ ill the Majefty Whiek 
-tiymen commonly gives, widi all the 
Bloom that is owing to Youth, and 
which Virginity prcferves. Madahii 
Scardn coixld fay with Manhnid^ that 
file wai a.Widow widiout haying, had.a|i 

Hulband. 

: ■ > 
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Her Stature was above the middle 
Size : She had Dignity in her Car- 
riage I her Adicm was noble, and her 
Look majeftic* Her Face was an Oval 
of the mxA perfeA Kind i her Eyes 
laige^ black, and fjparkling ; her Com- 
pkxioD finooth and exceeding fair; 
^ Nofe aquiline and perfedly formed s 
the Mouth ftmiewhat wide, but adorn- 
ed with the fineft Set of Teeth, in the 
World 5 Vermilion Lips, an engaging 
Smile, and fomething extremely agree- 
able in the lower Part of her Face : 
Her Arms and Hands delicate and 
finely turned s her Body neither too 
plump nor toolean : In Aort, very few 
Thing&tabe wiflied for, ftill fewer to be 
found fault with. There was fome- 
thing exquifitely aoble in her Air and 
lively in her JPhyfiognomy, a certain 
Je-ne-fai-quei which Old Age could 
not take from her. Her Converfation 
was delightful ; the leaft Trifles be-- * 
came interciting in herJMouth; her 

Eyes 
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Eyes and her Mind were always fo 
well agreed, that whatever (he (poke 
#ent direddy to the Heart. She would 
• ibmetimes be ludicrous, but foon turned 
the DHcour(e again to Morality or 
Something folid. She was (b muck 
Miftrefs of -heriHfi that (he fet no- 
thing flip from her inconfiftert with 
' Reafon and Piety. Her Soul was 
great and generous, her Wrt folid, her 
Judgment corrcft, her Heart upright. 
She was an Etiemy to all Artifice and 
Cunning, and Jo tender and compaf^ 
fionate, that (he felt the Misfortunes of 
' others, as if k had been her own Cafe. 
A fanguine Friend, without having 
the Wcaknels which (eems mcident ta 
that Virtue, of hating Enemies as 
heartily ; (he pardoned with the Sin- 
cerky of a Chriftian and the Magnani- 
mity of a Roman. Mifltrefs of her 
Taftes and Fancies, as well as of her 
Paffions, (he long jw«(crved her Vigour 
and Beauty, becaufe (he. always ab- 
ftakied &om Plea(ttr«^ r ^he never al* 
.1 » lowed" 
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-iMcedherielf diode Nuditier, tiM.tbak 
wanton Airs and hoffai&mg Poftmva^ 
whichare fo much afibftedi^jir WonMn 
in higli Life* Her Modeftjr "was fy 
Avi&j that being once at die Hotel 

,^^Jlbret in very fultry Weather, ihc 
was obliged to uncover her Neck ; 
Madam de Ricbeliaiy and other !Ladies 

. pftfent, were furprized at her hklh^ 
fo carefully what many others would 
have bjBcn indecently vain of fiiewing^ 
and could not h/Ap telling her, il^t 
they had always imagined thefe Pre- 
cautipns were taken upon a quite dif-^ 
iercnf Account. She hated Vice 

.wherefoever it appeared^ and endea- 
voured to eradicate it by all the pru* 
dent and gentle Methods fhe could de- 
idle. She inclined to Melancholy v 
but it was of a gentle Kind^ re&x- 
fied by Reafon, which far from makiiig; 
her peevilh, diffufed Tendernefs in her 
Converfatipn, and rendered her Beha^ 
viour engaging. Her Judgment was. 
fo..corre<a, that all her Difcourfes a- 
2 bounded: 
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bouftdtsd ^wkh ScUdiiy : JBven faer 
Sallies Twerc judicious, and her Witti)o 
i^tu^ even to be takm^for fuch'*. 
|ji a; Wotd, Madam de Matntemm was 
one of the moft beautiful and moft 
amiable Women of her Time. 

It was therefore very hard to dedihe 
dcinghcr Sewioe, wid ftill more diffi- 
colt -to ferve her without lame bye 
Views. The Marlhal ffAlbret was the 
•moft zealous Friend flte had ; he ih- 
trpduced her to the Acquaintance of 
his Lady, who liked her extremely^ 



* Nec4 I ^fenre here, that.Ais PaiCi^tt 
is not of my drawing I That it is done by 
an abler Hand, is irery obvious. The Lady^ 
to whom I am indebted for it, has exprefl^ 
but Part of her Scntiments^ concerning fi^a^ 
dam de Mmntenon. Let none imagine that 
tiiete is any Exaggeration in this Chara£ler r 
'Every Part of it tallies exa£Uy with the Me* 
moils at m J Ottfiody* 

i. and 



i6)d invited her to come aad ^ iser 
dten. The Duke de Brancas tnftde 
her confiderahle Prefetits^ am) long 
concealed the generous Hand they 
came from. 

Scarcn's Friends imagined it ought 
be poffible to get the Penfxocr, which 
he had enjoyed three or four Tearstia 
Quality of the Queen's Patient^ and 
had loft on Account of xhtMazarinadej 
to Jbc revived in flavour of his WidaiMr. 
This was a very odd Notion : For 
what Right had Ma^m Scaron tp ^ 
Penfion fuppreffed fo long, even before 
her Marriage ? Her Poverty muft 
have been her fole Title ta it. 

This they fet forth in feveral Peti- 
tions. Cardinal Mazarin having read 
one of them, inquired whether the Pe- 
titioner was in good' Health : Yes, 
my Lord, anfwetcd the Bearer of it. 
* Well then, replied hifi Em^ncocy, 

!if 



^ « if &t h in Health, Ae is difqualified 
- * ifor inheriting the Penfion of a Maa 
. * who was alv^^ays fick.*^ 

This, ill-natured Jefit did not dejed: 
her. There was yet M. Fduquet whom 

' ihe might apply to. He gave, as I 
have ahtady faid, a Penfion of fixtecn 
hundred Livres to Searm. To be in 

^ the Pay of diis Super-intendant of the 
Finances would noi: look very decent : 
His Liberalities to Mien pirocecdcd 

• fronj Vanity,^ and to Women from a 
loofe Principle. She had a long 
Straggle before Ihe could rcfolve : 
Such a Step appeared to her fuperla- 
tively mean and abjed ; the Care of 
her Virtue, her refined Notions of 
Honour, the Plan (he had formed to 
diftinguifh herfelf by an irreprddchable 
Conduft, and her noble way of think- 
ing, all ibrbid it : But "at 1«^ her 
Friends turned the Scale. She went to 
F^t^uetj but in fo; plain'aprefs, that 

^thc Perfonwhawas to introduce her 
n was 



' ym:& afhamod, of itt Notfttett-Mi^^dm 

yScar^niiiiSkad thc^ OrrtameAts -wkii& 
moft young ftdplc are fo fond of j 
but (be was much fonder of* the Ap- 
plaiife wluch the devout Court ^ the 
Queen-Mother had begun toprocift^ 

Jto.funpte DrdTs void of Luxury ; and 

.it was not, mopeover, agreeable to her 
way of thinking, to gaand difplay ber 

. Charms to a Man whdb Morals ftiL 
very ihort of his teagnific^it -Spint. 

'>Fmquet - received r her like a.iMin]fittr9 
and like a Minifter too bafy to take 
Notice of thofe modeft Charms whiih 
waild have pleaded ftrongly for the 

. Petitioner, or to ohfiarvc that Air bf 
Indigence which wouM have excited 
Compaifion : Me made her £iie Pro- 
mifes, and forgot them all,, as Men in 
Power ufually do- 

' Some Days aftdr,^ caftmg his Eye 
on the Memorial flie hadpiefeoted^ he 
zecoUedted that Scar^n had had a hand- 
fiime.Wifc,. tiK vtry ^fcXady ie 

had 



^.tfmetipai^ Jeen at ^. ^Mindk. Tfae 
jpttreme Poverty cJcfcribedjittthatMc- 

inortal Xuggefted to hkn gicatHopes, 
. WJiicii4hi&Jiingi0;^ beigbtemd^iiill 

more* 

He ppened.his Heart to one of thofc 

^Fellows, that are always .retained *])y 

Great 'Men to adminifter to their Plca- 

fures. This Man went to Madaitti 

Scaron^ and told her that the Super- 

intendant was aSefted "with 'tier un- 

* happy Circumftances, but cmird ,flio.t 

^relieve her i that the Number of J*ai- 

iioners was too great to admit of fuch 

an 'Example pf bad CEconon^y, ,as 

"diat 'of entailing Penfions. on Widows : 

'*That-hewas indeed.^a 3enefaftdr to 

many 'Women, and. even tqXadies of 

the iSrft Rank, but that, they did him 

fomfe Services by way of Compenfation : 

' To all which he added, that if he might 

be allpwed to fpeak freely, he would 

advife her to become acquainted, with 

fomc^of thofe Ladies that lived on the 

Bene- 
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r Benefa&ions of M. Fcuquet. Thlsln-^ 
- fididus Advice was defigned^to drtiw 

Madam Scaron into his Snares ; but as 
.Ihc fufpefted no fuch Thing, ilie only 

thanked the Emiflary. 

Madam Je Montigni^ the Creature, 
the Agent, the 'Miftrefs of the Su- 
per-intendant, made an Acquaintanpe 

* with her. She did not begin with 
" endeayourih^ to perfuade her to fee 

* hinj^ but wept 'more artfully to. work : 
"The. Merit of Fouguef was greatly 

cried up ; and thefe Exaggerations 

* were interlarded with Refleftions on 
' the Inconveniences of Poverty, and 

alluring Defcriptions of the Happinefs 
. of a Widow living independant at her 
Eafe. Thefe dark Overtures not 
meeting with a diredt Repulfe, fhe 
ventured to fpeak more to the Pur- 
pofe : But Madam Scaron then an- 
fwered her fo difcreetly, and with fuch 
unafFedted Wifdom, that Ihe pl^nljr 

per- 
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perceived dll her Artifices wouM only 
^ ferve to make her more defpicable. 



: Fc»qm wzs not u&d to meet "WiA 

xinkind Women ; he was fo firmly 

.perfaaded: that female Hearts were 

withyi the Reach oFGold^ that he wais 

afterwards bold enough to aim at that 

rf JMademoifelle La Faliere, and to 

ofier her fifty thoufand Crowns for a 

S%h, which La Faliere would have 

'beftiwed on a ShephcW, had Ihe found 

one more artiiable thin the ICing. Dif- , 

ficulties only fenred to Sharpen his In- 

ventbn^ and his Paffion grew ftrongia: 

by Oppofitiom 
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Madam iu Pkffis BtBifvre, who was 
rather more his Friend than his Mi- 
ftreis, heard with Admiration of Ma- 
dam Scaronh Refiflance, congratulated 
her on it, exhorted her to perfevcre, 
.and foretold Fouquet diat he would 
mifcarry in this Affair. This Miniftef 
had too much Vanity to lay any Strefs 
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,on.the Virtue ,fqf ; thc-filte Sox : He 
imagined tie^wld AiKKro^^PJMMtMfod 
ftronger Arguments ; and therefdre) 
^ndcF^ a^.fiaitiou^: N»9ijs> f he ',4ait IM^a^ 
^dam*6:^^^i» an E&ain^ Diamfirids of 
^coafideFabltf Yfllu^. SJieneitii^r knew, 
^or 459iyd;fl^ lg£iel3s i^ooi nrfherice ib 
-Ant a-l?>fes(eat; etoie; alrid To tuxepted 
lit 9s fron^ the Hwd of Providence. 

/---'. *.'-'' 

^,.,Soq3eD^3rsA(ter Madam 4i^Montip^ 

jailed, at rhcr Lodgiffis^. ^ipi|»d:vhflr 

Jif^wels^ :af]4' tinfocnaed : her /^ that .d^s 

ip/ftia>Preient^f^ f be S}qper<-inieQndaiit!f. 

^ad4]^.^^4»c9»4>luifaie^,; abd^ fsud^wiiji 

foine Emotion, that fherMnoa|d -utimi^ 

diately fend back his Prefent : Upon 

flirWch' .^sdanfi'^ifir JI2Qm%»(. reprefented 

jso her, d»t:it' would 'be t)0efingfhim 

4d AflfroftC which' He had' not deferved v, 

Jthat this >Pi»feiit was* only a Token tf 

jhia Eftoemcfon her.; and that :tfair wit 

tSs Wayoffafchatingtowai&tfce ihoft 

-reii>e£bible;Ladies. 

. v^ Madam 



offendi^d with In»»«|fiy,i;fi^l£'i^'v^^ 
that Notion, and compofed herfclf. 
1£}U: ^ai^J^MfShcrmbxtned MkdiaxiLde 
iUimHgni her i^ifit, .^cording to Prd^I 
raikii £ot how great .washer ^rprize^) 
vAm dtti*^ the[jSi(peri-I^ 
thCiRtL6ni>l 'Shd.jui^dthat ihi^ In-: 
taeri^Bifv 'which JMtei^»i ailuoed was/ 
Qodiingbuta liickyChance^ had been 
cQnaerted, ami rdiiu: F^i^f «e^ was. come ^ 
tiriKCeiTC: the » Price »f the Jewels he. 
hsd fcbt to. pawrtKe Way to-a favour^ 
able Bj^oeptiati.. 

. She withdrew faaftily^ and went home 
tOxher JLodging. ADomeftic of the: 
3iq}ei:^Intendaat . having foilo wed hei^ ' 
Oik* . icalftd. up f the Diamonds, and de- 
lu{ere4 them tohiup, with a Charge to^ 
rftMm/ttem to his. Ma%r,. Wheoesrer 
ibe: reltt^ this; Paffajg^ ibe uledto- 

. t . fay. 



fay, tkftt ihe had never felt any J^y 
equal to that whi6h ihe eiqperienc^ 
the Moment (he had lent back the^ 
Jewels, on whitliFduquei had grouhded 
his Hopes of a Viftory. 

This Minifter then learned, that the 
Marflial d^Alhret was more kindly re- - 
ceived than him : His Penfioners re- 
venged him for h by giving out, ishat 
this Nobleman was on good Terms 
with her. Madam Scaron^ \xin% a- 
larmed by the Calumny, abftained fomc 
Months from vifiting at the Hotel of 
Albretj in fpight of all the Reaibna 
which .'her Circumftknccs urgid for 
continuing to frequent that Houfe. 

. By this prudent Conduft fhe filenced 
thofe Slanderers : M. Fouquet was con- 
vinced, that there was nothing but 
pure Friei;idfliip between .her and M. 
d'jfiiirel : He no longer hoped to tri- 
\unph by Bribery over a Heart which 
the Macfhal could not win by the' moft 

refined 
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refiaed Saitiments : He reftorcd her 
to giic good Grates of Madam F^«- * 
quHm. widi whom he had let her at Va* 
riapw*. ' 

Virtue did not extricate her out of 
Poverty : JHer Fortitude was admired ; 
but this Fortitude difcouraged her 
Friends, who plainly enough perceived 
that ihe was proof againil the molt 
artful Temptations. They grew weary 
of ferving an infenfible Woman, and 
were To much the more out of Hu- 
mour with her ftcrn Behaviour ^o 



♦ I have not teen able to learn by what . 
Means Fouquet made her lofe^the Efteem of 
his Wife. In the Memoirs on this Head, 
which I have been furniihed with, I find 
folDie Contra4i<%bns which are^aft my Skill 
toxeooncile ; and therefore i don't choofe to 
dwell upon them. This is one of the ob-i' 
fcLire Parts of Madam de Miintenon\ Life, 
to fee her fruitlefly attacked by the Hiifband, 
and without a Caufe forfaken by the Wife. 

1 Men, 



lAfi({3 >$! ihxY could not gratify their 
Spleen My chargiiig^ her with ah af- 
fciStqdJShjaicfe^ 

Madcmoifelle de Lenclosj whole 
Heart was as fteady in-Friendfliip as it, 
was inconftant in Lore, gave 'her ef- " 
ienttal proofs of that^Friendlhip which . 
flic had fwom to her from her Infancy : . 
She made her an Oflfer of h^r Hoiife ' 
and her Table : But Mad^n Scaron 
was too jealous of her Honour to ac- 
cept of fuch an Afylum. Ninon\ 
Company agreed neither with her Cha- 
rafter norher Views \ Ihe would hav« • 
found Lovers there, and Lovers were 
the very Men Ihe fought to Ihun. She ' 
confined herfelf to vifitmg her now 
and then, and by degrees kept away 
entirely, but ftill without Breach of 
Friendship :. She was too grateful not 
ta love her, too nice not to detach 
herfelf infenfibly from her, too judi- 
cious to defpife her, too virtuous to 

efteem her. 

Her 
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^cr Friends had laid afide al| 
Thoughts of procuring her a folid Set* 
dement, when the Queen having ac* 
cideatjiUy hc^rd Searon*s Name m'en- 
rioned, ^ Courtier feized the Opportu? 
nity tp reprefent to her that this Poet, 
w.ho0i,fhe had formerly honoured with 
her BenefA<£^iot», had left a Widow,' 
.very youog, ^nery beautiful, witty aft^ 
^fci^ect^ .but extremely poor, whom 
:|n^ig^nce ijiigbt reduce to deplorable 
Extremities, were, not her Virtue for 
perior to Adverfity. This Speech was 
properly badc^d ; they begged her Ma- 
jefty.to re-cftablilh in favour of her 
t^t Pwfjoa which her Hufband had 
.dfifcrved to lofe on account of his Ir- 
-centious Pen. ' This Requeft was made 
with, fo much Earneftnefs, knd by fo 
. jn^y . Perfons, and withal fo oppor- 
moely, that the Queen-Mc^htr com- 
miferart^d her Cafe, and afked ho^ 
.inw^h.thfit .Penfion wasi It.wgs onTy 
. 1500 Livres : One of the By-ftanders 
G . faid 
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faid it was 2000. The Queen or- 
dered it to be put again upon the Lift, 
and fent her diredily the firft Quarter. 

With this Supply (he retired to the 
Nunnery of the Holpitalers in St. 
Jameses Street^ where fhe lived at a 
fmall Charge, and indulged her In- 
clination to pious Exercifes. She ap- 
J)ropriatcd one fourth of her Peniion 
to the Relief of the Poor, in order to 
expiate, as fhe faid, the officious Lie 
that had procured it. 

She often came out of tSiat Retreat 
:to pay a Vifit at the Hotel of j^bret 
.and the Hotel of Richelieu^ and was 
-the Delight of all that repaired thither. 
In vain People in high Life endeavour- 
ed to fix her in the Worlds by praifing 
her Merit,^ :and profeffing the pro- 
-foundcft Veneration for her : She coutd 
come abroad an the World without any 
Views, was regretted by it, and could 

retire 
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itlire from ' it without regretting it 
herfelf; 

The Count d^ Guides the AbW 
^Jumonft^' La FeuiUade^ Bujfy^ Beu^ 
nfronj the Chevalier de Grammont^ Rou* 
ville, Vardes^^ were the moft earneft 



. ♦ Gr^ndfon -of the MarqiMS de Vardes and 
of the Countefs de Morety then Ccuntefs d^ 
Cfz/, of the /&r/«/ Family, who had. been 
Miftrefs of Henry IV. about the Year 1609. 
This is the Lady whom Barcki calls Cafina 
\ti his Etdphormio. . Vardes was then in great 
Credit with the King, whofe Confidence he 
afterwards betrayed. He joined with the 
Count de Guiche and the Countefs of SoiJ/ons 
in forging a Letter to the Queen, whereby 
tier Father, the King of Spain^ ^ acquainted 
her with the Amours of Leuis, XIV, and La 
Valiere ; after which he artfully endeavoured 
to fix the Forgery on the Duke and Duche& 
de Navailles. His . Crime was difcovered, 
though too late, and he was committed Pri- 
foner to the Citadel of Montpellier. Madam 
de Maintenon remembered him in her Pro- 
^rity, and alleviated his Difgrace.' 

G 2 and 
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^ndLafliduQus topksSchsr. TheNutp*. 
fcer 6f her Friends increafed every Day, 
infomuch that Madam d*Mret and the 
Duchefs iif Richelieu grew jealous.: 
They were fecretly nettled tpfee^ 
nothing but mere Civility and Com^ 
plaifance fell to their Share, whilft ,A- 
doration was referved for Madam Sca- 
ron. She perceived it y and, to make 
them eafy, abfented herfelf, for a fqw 
Weeks, which flie fpent'at St.GernMitt\ 
and at her Return fhc omitted nothiBg 
that Ihe thought mi^t obtain a Par- 
don for the Superiority Ihewn her: 
But it was impoflible to lay afide that 
Sweetnefs of Temper which won tlie 
Hearts of her Acquaintance, or to-pitt 
:off that fenfible, majeftic Air, which 
never failed to keep their Minds inSub- 
jeftion.. 

AMafononeDay foretold her fu- 
ture Grandeur at the Hotel of Jlbret. 
I fhould not relate this Faft, had not 
Madam <fe Maintenont in the latter Past 

of 
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^f her Life at St. €yr^ more than once 
^averred the Truth of it. This Fa<5l is 
^therefoiie to^ be looked upon as tru^, 
ivithout any of the marvellous Circunv 
ftantes which fome have affefted to 
tack to it. This Mafbn, whole Name 
^zsBarhiy dabbled in Aftrology: He 
had often been at Staroffs Houfe, and 
'ftruck with the noble Phyfiognoitiy 
and Shape- of his Wife> he faid one 
Day, -that Ihe. w^s born to be a Qu^en. 
*This ho repeated fa often, that his 
* Jmagiaatiofl grew warm upon it ; he ' 
brooded over the Idea^ fiUed^his Mind 
f wit;h it, confulted his Books of Aftro- 
«k)gy, a^d t)?gaa to enlarge 5 upon the 
- Matter, Being one Day at work in t^e 
Hotel of Alhret^ ^ear Madam €caron's 
Apartment^ he came into her Room^ 
and finding two or three Ladies with. 
^ ^ler, intreated her to give- him ^jpsi- 
vate Audience. She took ^ hixn afi^e. 
^ into a Clpfet, where he told her with , 
the Air and Manner of a Prophet,. 
G 2 '•'After 
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• After many Crofles and Afflt<%ionsv 

• you Ihall at laft afcend to ^ Hei^ 

• you do not dream of. A Kiag iftiaih 
' fee you,, fhall love you, and you 

• fhall reign/ To this Prophecy h« 
added fbme Angular Details .which di- 
verted her much ; neverthelefs, fhe 
appeared to be fomewhat afFefted when 
(he came in again to her Friends, who 
immediately feid to her, * That Man 

• muft certainly have told you fome 

• good News, you fecm fo cheef fuL • 
^ I lliould ha?ve great Rcafon to be'fe^*^ 
anfwered Madam Scaron^ • could I rely 

• on what he has promifed me/ * And 

• what^ then has he promifed you ^* 
cried the Ladies ; * May we not know 

• it ? * • No,* fays fhe fmiling, ^ you 

• mufl not ; but if it is to come to pafs, 

• I advife you to court my Favour be- 

• forehand.* This was all they could 
get out of her. But fhe could not for- 
bear imparting it to an intimate female 
Friend, from whom fhe never concealed 

any 
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any thing. As foon as ever the Prr- 
didtion was fulfilled, fhe made Enqui- 
ry after Barbe \ and finding he was 
.dead, fhe was kind to his Children. 

The Marquis iif C y, a very 

rich iAzxiy and a very great Debauchee, 

had ferious Defig^ Upon her. He 

.wanted to retire from the World, and 

from thofe Scenes of Pieafure he had 

hitherto indulged himfelf in -, and as 

he alfo wanted a. Wife, he caft his Eyes 

on Madam Scaron. He made Interell 

.^th the Mdxih^ d^Albrety who pro* 

miied to help his Suit. Madam Sea- 

ron^ who knew C x better, told 

. Madam d'Albret that fuch a Man was 
, not. fit for her ; that be had neither 
Religion nor Morality ; and was, 
moreover, fiery and ftupid ; and there- 
fore Ihe preferred a happy Mediocrity 
to a Station where Plagues and Troubles 
would over-balance all the Conveniens 
cies and Comforts that could be. ^^- 
G 4 pedted 
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pc6led*frDm great Riches. Tfie Ma-^ 
ibal's Lady inlifted upon the Match, 
and reprefented to her, that the Mar- 
quis was a Man of Quality, and of a 
Spirit narrow enough to comply with 
her Will in all Things : To which fhe 
replied, That, in her Judgment, Birth 
without Merit, Vas not worth regardf- 
ing, and that fhe had a very niean Opi- 
nion of a Man weak enough to let 
'himfelf be governed by his Wife. 
'Madam d^Albretvrt:^ vexed at this un- 
expefted Refinance,* and told her,* fti 
•the firft Impulfe of Paffion, That ffie 
was no better than a proud, prcclfc 
Woman -, that Ihe had not always been 
■ fo nice ; that the World had fpoiled 
her, and that fhe had not fcrupled 
marrying a burlefque Poet. Madam 
Scaron^ who had a great Refped for 
the Memory of her Hufband, was ex- 
cefli vely ' diflurbed at this Reproach, 
and burfl ' into Tears. Madam J^Al- 
' bret repented her Rafhnefs, endeavoured 
i to 



to ibothe her, and faid a thoulancT ten;- 

der obliging Things, to atone for the 

Infulti but to little Purpofe: The 

Stab was given, and went to the very 

Heart of Madam Scaron^ who could 

not brook being reflefted on for a 

Hufband, whoie Name alone had 

obtained her a Penfion after his Deaths 

and' thought capable of preferring a 

Marquis without any Merit to a fine 

Genius that had fome. The Duchefs 

de Richelieu eflfedted a Reconciliation. 

M. de C ' X had a final Anfwer, and 

gave over a Courtfhip which rather 

difcovered his high Opinion of himfelf 

than his Elleem for Madam* Sc4r.on^ " 
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From 1666 to. 1669^ 

AT the Death of the Queen-dbw- 
ager^ Madam Scaron Ibund her- 
felf very remote, from the Qrandeur 
. prediifted by, Barle ; Ihe loft the Pen- 
fion by which iEe fiibfifted, and hen 
fole Refource was that of all pious 
SoulsjL Truft in divine Providence. 

M. ie C X appeared again more* 

confidertf of Succefs, and more pref- 
fing,. but more odious than ever. In 
vain he expedterf his Happinefs from 
Madam Scaron*^ Poverty. Nothing 
was capable of altering her Refolutions,. 
when ihe thought them reafonable and 
Jujft* She was not dazzled by the Sjar 



^ 



i 
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tion offered hei-, ;ior dejeded at tl>e 
Condition Ihe found herfelf in. Her 
Liberty speared to her the moft-iblid 
Advantage i and fhe told Madam 
d" Albret^ that, fhe never would ftoop u> 
be a Man's Slave,, after refufing to be 
Ris Wife., Her female Friends looked 
^ipon 'her a& an obftihate,. Jiead-firbng: 
Wbman^v that deferved neither Sup- 
port nor Proteftion,., fince fhe fpurned 
at fb brillianr a Fortune.. Madcmor^ 
&\\^ de Lenclos was the only one that 
applauded her Fortitude: That' Wof- 
man^ iairf* fhe, h worth alt the Mar- 
quilfes in France, But to be of this, 
©pinion,, required a Head as good as 
Ninon's^ 

* She' endeavoured to prevail on tfiter 
young King to continue the Penfion. 
Ihe had had fpom th» Queen-dowagcni, 

: feveral Petitions in her Behalf wcr^^ p-rc- 

•fented;. whcaein the. ABbe "Hefiw ha:l. 
difplayed all his Ebquence^ Thofe- 

. Petitions^, which . ad}: began with, thefe 

WocJj, 
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Words, The JVidim Scaron bumhly be- 
feechesy at length tired the King, who 
faid, ' Shall I always hear the Widow 
* Scaron^ s Name brought up?' This 
Saying produced a new Phrafe at Court, 
where, for a Fortnight together, the 
Flirt at any troublefome Man^ was. 
He is as importunate as the Widow Sea- 
.ron. 

She applied to M. Colbert^ but he did 
not thinks that her being the Widow 
:of a Wan, who had done nothing but 
laugh and joke all his Life, was a fuf- 
ficient Title to be fet down in the Lift 
of Penfioners. Madam de Chalaisy af- 
terwards Princefs des Urjinsj promifed 
to be her Prote<5tor, but without the 
leaft Intention- Madam de Lyonne toki 
her (he'd fee about it, and Ihe'd fpeak. 
to this and that, but fhe faid it in 
a Manner that feemed to fignify juft 
the contrary. All the World indeed 
offered to ferve her, but no. real Set- 
vice' 

2 
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vice was done her by any.body. It 
was on this Occafion, Ihe faid, * Were 

* I in Credit and Profperity, how dif- 

* ferently would I behave to the Unfor- 

* tunate !* The Duchefs de Richelieu ♦ 
was the only Perfon that invited her 
to be as free at her Houfe as if fhe was 
at Home. The World grew every Day 
more odious to her, and her- Fond- 
nefs for Solitude increafed ; Ihe there- 
fore thanked the Duchefs for her ge- 
nerous Offer, and ftirred but very fel- 
dom from the Nunnery of the Hof^i- 
talers in Sk James" s-Jireet. 



• Jnne. PouJartyDsLVi^ttr of Francis Pouf- 
farty Marquis de Forsy and Baron of Vige^Uy 
Lady of Honour to Queen Mary Therefa of 
Aujlriay and afterwards to the Dauphinefo 
Anne Vi£foire oi Bdvaria* In 164.6, flie was- 
married to Armand de Wignerod du FleJftSy 
Duke de Richelieu^ who was her fecond Huf:- 
taxuL She died 1684,, without liTue. 

For- 
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Fortune now begaa to fmile upor» 
Eer ag^in* A Princefs of PortugaU. 
who had been educated in France^ wa3 
defirous of having her Children brought 
up by a Frenchwoman^ and wrote to 
the Portuguefe Ambaflador to look our 
for a Lady of Merit, and of a good 
Family,^ capable of fuQh a. Charge.. 
Madam Scar on was fixed upon ; the 
Propofal wa« made to- her,, andfet in 
the moft advantageous Light : She 
clofed with it,^ the Terms were agreed* 
upon, and the Day of her Departure: 
appointed, when a lucky Incident de- 
feated this Projed., 

Madam Scaron wanted to be intro- 
duced to. Madam * de Moniefpan^ be- 
fore fhc fet out for Lisbon.. * I wilk 
• "not,, l^d jQbe to one of. her Friends,., 



♦ Athenian, de Afor/^w^,.MacchioneJ[s..A^ 
wifait/^tfA^^whoiiied at Botirbon in 1707. 
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• have Caufe to reproach myfelf with 

• having left France^mxhoxit feeing the- 

• Wonder of it/ Madam de MonUf- 
pattj who was then but a rifing Favou- 
rite, was mightily taken with the Com* 
plimenL M. d^yllirethad already made 
her entertain a favourable C^inioa of 
this Lady ; and the Marchionefs de Tbi- 
angSy her Sifter, intimately acquainted 
with Madam Scaron^ introduced her aa 
aJPerfon juft departing for PortugaL 
Madam de Mont$fpan told her fhe mult 
ftay in France \. but- die unfortunate 
Widow made Anfwcr, that by the 
Death of the Queen-dowager, fhe wa^ 
reduced to the Ncctflity qf feefcing a 
decent Subfift;eRce abroad. The At- 
tention the- Favourite paid to. her„ en- 
couraged her to enter upon a Narra- 
tive of her Life and Misfortunes. Ma- 
dam de Montejpan appeared much con- 
cerned at it, and defired her to fet dowa 
the Particulars iii a Petition, which fite 
engaged to prefent to the King. J 

A 

And 
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And now the Petitions of the Widofr 
Scaron again make thpir Appearaacp. 

* What, cried the King, ftiU the ^i- 

* dow Scaron ! Am I never to hear pf 

* any thing elfe ?' Indeed, Sire, faid 

* Madam de Monteffony \t ought to 

* have been over long ago ; and it is 

* furprifing, that jrour Majefty has* 

* not yet given Ear to that Woman-s 

* Complaint : She is really worthy of 

* a better. Lot/, and when .you have 

* perufed this. Pctitipn, yourfdf muft 

* acknowledge* it". 

The Hand, that prefentedthe Pcti- 
tibn^ rendered it more agr6ed>le. -M^ 
de Vilkroi*'^ who had but a very flight 

Know- 



* Francis de NeifuiUe d& Villeroi^. Du^e 
and Peer of Francey Marfhal, Governor of 
Louis XY. died in 1730. It is generally 
believed,, that Madam de. MwxNfpan alone 06- 
' ' tained. 
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Knowledge of Madam Scarcity and had 
never proniifed to fetve heri- pleaded 
ftrenuoufly few* her. The Penfion <rat 
granted, and the Voyage to Portugal 
laid afide. Madam Scaron went to 
thank M. de Villeroi and Madam dt 
Mmtefpan for her Succefs in this Affair •, 
«nd the latter was fo charmed whh her 
Converfation, that (he prefented her to 
the King; who politely faid to her, 
■^ I have made you wait a long while^ 

* Madam ; but you have fo many 
^ Friends, that I was unwilling any 
:' but myfdf fhoold have thU Merit 

* iSrith you V 

.^Mar 



tained the Renewal of this Penfion ; yet it is 
very certain that M. de Vttterol had the great- 
eft Hancfin it ; it is what Madam de Math'- 
' tenon averred more than once to MademoifcUe 
rf* Aumah. ' 

* I don't warrant this Faft : It is related 
iii TJf Age of Louis XIV. where there are 
... . . many 



M^dsim S'carotty vdiohad feemed ta] 
love the World, and had at iafti ac- 
cepted of an Apartmeat 'at th^ Hotel 
of Richelieu^ fuddenly difcovered by her 
Coaverfation and her Way, of drefling, 
that Ihe had run into the fublimefl: 
Devotion. Her Friends were aftonifhied 
at it, and told her, that her fornier 
Way of 'living flood in no Need' of a 
Reformation. ; The Abbe T^ftu^in^ 



many Falfe ones. Ml dt Fckaire fays he ha(f 
it from the Mouth of Cardmal Fkuryy from 
whom he has had many other Things, which 
dio not appear more probable. Cardinal 
flemji adds be, took Deitgbt tn often repeat* 
ing it, becatife,a$his£miaencyraid,Z^ft/x.XV, 
made him the fame Compliment, when he 
gave him the Bi(hoprick of Frejus. In all 

. that is faid of Madam Je Mainienojty ,hy that 
Hiilorian, there are almoft as many Miftakes 
as Words : His three Chapters of Anecdotes 
are compofed only on the Hear-fays of mifin- 

. formed People. 

mated^ 
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inated to her^ that he feared Ae hssi 
committed the Diredkm; of her Con- 
fcience to a Man who was too rigid. She 
had taken for her Confeflbr the Abbe G^- 
ielin, aDoftor of the Sorbonne, a good 
Counlellor, but a litde enthufiafticaJ, 
if one may judge by ibme Letters of 
his> which I have feen, and a: very au- 
ftere Moralift. He inhibited the mofl: 
innocent Pleafurcs, infifted upon con- 
tinual MortiScadons, and fetout with 
.ei^iiung has Penitent to be dull tod 
melaxKholy in Company, ip, order to 
mailer the ftrong Inclination fhe had to 
make herfelf agreqaWe by her Wit. *I 

* obey, faid fhe to fpmc parucular 

* Friends, but finding I yawa and 
^ make others do the fame, I am ready 

* to bid adieu to Devotion/ 

This Tafte for witty and fenfible 
Converfation, fet her at Variance with 
Madam ^^ la Fayette^ who was vexed 
to fee her Court deferted, while that 
Qf Madam Scar on daily increafed. Ma- 
dam 
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^6aaade U FofetU was ambitious of fet^ 
ting up in the Room of theMarchionefe 
i& Sable J but fhe wad not equal to 
the Place. Madam de Sahlt had a grestf 
<ieal of Wit, and ftill more good Senfe-: 
'The young Noblefle affiduoufly fre- 
^ented her Houfe : To have bech 
-moulded' by 'her, was a Title' td a 
^iftinguifhed Reception- in the- great, 
'WbrFJ. ^ddBinde'' la Fayette^ though 
Ihe had-st greater Genius and more Ta- 
lents', wirited that complaffent FaiiiSIii- 
"iit^wWch' renders Women's' Convetfd- 
'^on amia!bIe^ and iciid : She was too 
nmpatient,' fometitftes extremely kinv!, 
"fometimcs ^mperiousi and "often pee- 
viJfh'and^ntorofe:' And hotwithftand- 
ing 'thefe'^Jmperfeftioris,'"fhe expefted 
an infinite deal of Refpedl, which (he 
frequently re - paid , with lofty Airs. 
Her Houfe was fooo forfaken, in fpight 
!of all her Wit, "and the Duke de la 
Rochefoucauld, who was copftantly there. 
She taxed ' Madam 5f^r(?» with being 

' the 
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the Occaflonof it, and made her after^ 
wards pay dearly for the * Honour of 
having been more amiable and more 
^cdtned than hcrfelf. Madam Sharon 
retired to 5/, Germain^ from whence Ihe 
frequently went to the Blue Nuns^ where 
flie was highly efteemed by the Rclid 
of. Marfhal Rantzau^ who had taken 
die Habit there in 1653, and by Ma- 
dam de Saint Bafil^ a Woman of great 
Piety^ who frequently repaired thither 
to fpend a few Weeks in Retirement. 

In this Solitude, from whence Hea- 
vinefs and Mc^nchplyhad like to have 
driven her a hundred Times, . fhe * ap- 
plied herfelf to reading. Coulanges and 
the Abbe "iTeJlu pcked up the bell 
Books for her, and alfo fent her every 
new Thing that came from the Prefs. 



* Sec her Memoirs of the French Court, 
^^er e (h^;<lirparages the Utility of the Foun- 
dation of St. Cyr. 

Thus 
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Gifts of Grandeur that graceful Fi- 
gure, that noble Air and infinuating 
^Behaviour, that Senfibility of Heart; 
which pave the Way, tp. Qafy. Con- 
quefts, and add new Charms to Love. 

The B^ronefs de JSeaievau was the 
Objeft^qf \)is . firfl^ Inclinations, which 
Jlnne of Auftria reftrained ; and Louis 
learned .betimes to iovertencfcrlyj^-hr' 
caufe his firft Amours ^let with Qp- 
.pofition. ' ' 

Mademoifelle d* Argencour"^ ^ Maid of 
Honour to the QueenrMother, being 
haridfomi^*, extremehr amorous, and 

Very tender, fought to.pleafe, and fuc- 
ceeded in her Defign : But Ihe plealeH 
only ibr a few Weeks, for ftie was 

► liked ,at the fame Time by ChamaranU. 

. firft Valpt de Chambre. . This Chamor 
rahu was one ^ of the handforoeft Men 
at Court, and a much properer Objeft 

I ^ Her £athecwusGi»(«rQar of Jir^f £0i»te. 

'• •> for 
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for the Love of a Girl, whofe Conftl- 
tution was warm, and her Sentiment 
not greatly refined, than a young King, 
whom Nature whifpered that there 
were Pleafures which his Age did not 
yet allow him to tafte. Mademoifelle 
d'Argencourt^ elated to fee her Mailer 
at her Feet, fecured her Afcendant by 
.her Rigours: She indulged the King 
in Sighs, but at the fame Time ex- 
afted Refped: from him : She won the ' 
Queen's Friendftiip by her priident 
Carriage, but in private ihe made her- 
felf Amends with her Lover for this 
forced Virtue. Love is jealous : The 
King fufpefted it, caufed his Miftrefs 
to be watched, and difcovered that 
Ihe was unfaithful tp^ him". ^ An un- 
lucky Billet informed, him qf ' a Ren- 
dezvous not defigned/for him. ^ As 
yet he. knew not his RivaL: But how 
was he furprized and mortifiied,. when 
he found that the happy Perfon xcas 
one of his Valets. Chamcrmte was 
. .f ' H punilhed. 



1 



( U5 ) 
puniJSied^ and Mademojiiellc i^Argen- 
court caft off*, 

Louis never was able to fliake off 
the Prejudices which this Adventure 
gave him againft Women : He always 
miftrufted them, and ever had a Dif- 
truft of himfelf t He built no longer 
on their Fidelity, nor on his own Me^ 
tit : He could, have no Certainty of 
being loved independently of his Crown, 
without which a King can find but 
little Felicity in Love. In fhort, the 
'Affair of Cbamarante marr*d all his 
Pleafures. 

Cardinal Mazarin had fent for his 
Nieces from Italy. They were Ladies 
of great Senfe, and foon became Or- 
naments to the Court. To that nobk 
and lofty Air of Gallantry, which 
■Anne of Auftria had brought from 
Spainy they joined all the Graces, the 



• Lett, of Qui Patin. 

little 



( H7 ) 
litde Artifices, the Vivacity and Co- 
quetry which agreed extremely well 
with the Softnefs, the Delicacy and de- 
cent Freedorh which /had already ob- 
tained in France. 

Louis made his Addrelles to the 
eldeft, was favourably heard, but had 
no Succefs : The Cardinal married her 
to the Count of Soiffons^ Father of 
Prince Eugene^ and by that Means 
broke off the Affair. 

Mary Mancini^ M^r Sifter, who was 
afterwards married to the Conftable 
Colonna^ took her Place. She was far 
from beautiful •, but fo agreeable, that 
it was hardly poflible to take Notice of 
her litde Eyes, her Mouth, which was 
rather of the wideft, and livid Com- 
plexion. Her Wit was piercing, na- 
tural though cultivated, brilliant and 
yet judicious. In all her Aftions there 
was an irrefiftible Sincerity and Ele- 
H 2 gance 5 
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gance ; and Louis^ whofe Heart was 
difengaged, yielded it up to her. 

The Cardinal pretended to difap- 
prove of this Paffion, but was fecretly 
plealed with it, becaufe it left him folc 
Mafter of all Affairs ; He therefore o- 
mitted nothing that might encourage 
it. The Queen-Dowager was not alarm- 
ed at it : She thought Difguft muft 
reeds be infeparable fromUglinefs, and 
r.e^'er confidered that the Eye foon 
grows as familiar with it as with Beau- 
ty : But the Charms of the Mind are 
lifting, becaufe they are ever new * : 
Befides, fhe perceived that he had no 
Pleafure but in her Company, and ihc 
had not Refolution enough to deprive 
a Son, whom Ihe doated on, of his 
Pleafures. Her Spies made her eafy 
by telling her, that the King and Mar 
demcTifelle Mancini employed thofe 

■y^^^r^^— * ' ' ■ ■■ ' > ■■■ '■ ■■■— — ^^■^M 

♦ Recentes 
Ingeniofa dabit Temper arnica jocos. 

Hours 
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Hours Tn reading Poems, Romaaces^ 
and Plays, which other Lovers would 
have fpent in furniihing Subjefts for 
fuch Pieces. Mary Mancini made him 
learn Italian^ taught him to read, to 
think, to have a quick Senfe of Things, 
and contributed more to the Improve- 
ment of his Mind, and the forming of 
his Tafte, than all his Preceptors. So 
great a Matter is Love* 

Infenfibly thofc Flames became 
fiercer : And Mazarin wanted to ex- 
tinguifh them, either becaufe they 
thwarted his Views, or that he had 
taken an Averfion to his Niece, or per- 
haps defigned to humour the Queen. 
He forbid the two Lovers to fee one 
another ; but this only ferved to make 
them long to meet the oftener : They 
fought the Means of doing it, and. 
found them. What was at firft an in- 
nocent friendly Commerce, became a 
violent Paffion. Mancini had too much 
Wit not to undcrftand Intrigue j Louis 
H 3 too 



too much Authority to obey : They 
concerted Interviews, vented the ten- 
dereft Sentiments of their Hearts, and 
vowed eternal Love to each other. 
The Cardinal let the K^ing languifh in 
Idlenefs, and foftened him with Pka-' 
fures. That Prince was born for Bu- 
finefi : Being kept at a Diftance from 
Affairs, he made an important Bufi- 
nefs of his Amours. Mary Mancini 
being ambitious of ruling, often gave 
him Leftures on the Conftraint in 
which her Uncle held him : As ihe 
hated the Cardinal, her whole Study 
was to get from under his Tutelage ; 
and as ftie loved the King, fhe waJs 
very defirous of fetting him free like-* 
wife. She reprefented to him, that 
his Minifter and his Mother fought 
only to keep hkn eternally in Leading- 
Strings ; that it was Time for him to 
reign, and that Ihe would love him a- 
thoufand Times more as a laborious* 
Matter, than as an idle Slave. ' Why 
don't you exert your Power f * faid 
s- * fhe, 
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ftie, * and not obey ^ Pi-ieft ; you, whd 

* might make all Europe tremble. One 
' Stretch df Authority would eover 

• you with Glory. Though I am your 

• Subjed, you are not worthy of me^ 

* whilft you live in Sefvitude. I love 

* you extremely ; but your Glory is 

♦ with nfie above all Things.* 

> 

Such Expreflions of mafculine arid 
heroic Love made Mazarin odious to 
him ; and the Artifices which this 
Cardinal employed to ruin his Niece^ 
rendered that Lady much dearer thaa 
ever to him. Once in a tender Hour 
he promifed her Marriage -, and when- 
ever thofe Fits of Tendernefs returned,, 
that Promife was as often repeated. 

The Cardinal did not imagine that, 
thisPaflion could have grown fo ftrong. 
He had been in Fear about the H^- 
iKmr of his Niece, and now he feigned 
to be concerned for the King's Glory r 
Ncverthelefs, he perceived with dfe^ 
H^ cxet 
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cret SatisfaAion that this Marriage was 
poflible, and the Queen-Mother gue0ed 
* at his ambitious Views. One Day as 
he was endeavouring to found the Queen 
on this Head, fhe faid to him Vith 
fome Warmth, ' If ever my Son Ihould 
^ be guilty of fuch Meannefs, I would 

• put myfelf at the Head. of all the 

• Orders of the State, to avenge the 

• Honour of the Royal Houfc *•* 

• Mazariffj who was always fubnaffive 
when talked to in earneft, trembled at- 
thefe Words : That Minifter, ftill 
more deteftable than detefted, might 
have revenged himfelf on France^ by 
giving her a Queen of his Blood, had 
he had more Courage, or had he been 
as ambitious as he was rapacious* 
Richelieu would not have demurred on 



^ See the Memoirs of Madam de. Matte* 
vitte. This Fa£l is alfo related in other Me« 
moirs of the Times. 

fiicb 
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luch an Occafion. Mazarine intifnl- 
dated by the Queen's Complaints, and 
the loud Murmurs of the Court, was 
willing to make a Merit of that which 
to his little SoUl was a Neceflity. He 
fent away his Nieces. In vain the 
King wept and (ighed, ftormed and 
menaced ; diey fet out. It was at this 
Parting, that Mademoifelle Mancim 
fpoke thofe Words to Louis XIV. which 
included fo many Things^ and which 
Racine fo happily introduced in his 
Tragedy of Britanmcus^ ' Sire, you 
f are a Kingj you weep,, and I depart-'^ 

Louis^ when leparated from his Mif^ 
trefs, felt all the Violence of his Paf^ 
lion, gave, no- Ear to the Queen's Re- 
monftrances, and would not hear a 
Word about a Match for him with the 
Princefs of Savoy ^ nor with the Infanta 
of Spain. By Degrees he opened his 
Eyes, and Abfence efFedbed what Rea- 
Ibn was incapable of doings He read 
H 5- the 
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the CarcSnars Letters^ who incefikntly 
reproached him with foregoing the Ad- 
vantage of Being the greateft King in 
the World, in order to live inglorioufly 
with Mancini ; and who^ remiading 
him of all the Care and Toil he had 
coft him from his Infancy, and the 
Dangers he had efcaped by his Coun* 
iels, threatened to forfake him and re* 
tire to Italy. Thefc Letters made him 
refolve upon concluding his Marriage 
with the Infanta- 

. That Princefs came into France iq 
1 66a. She did not want Beauty ; fhe 
had a noble Air, had fine Eyes, and a 
very fair Complexion, but nothing 
ftriking, nothing animated. Her good 
Temper won her every Heart, except 
that fhe moftr wanted. She had no 
Ambition to govern, nor had fhe a 
Capacity for it Her Thoughts were 
entirely taken up with the Love of 
God and the Indifference of the King ;. 
without ever murmuring againft. her 
z Creator^ 
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Creatx>r,. or complaining of Rer Hu^ 
band. 

JLouis treated her with all die Coin«fc 
plaifancr and Regard due to her Virtue; 
but was much fonder of the Converfa- 
lioii of Henrietta of Englandy Sifter of 
Charles' the Second. This Princefs wa$- 
young, beautiful and engaging-^ ex- 
cepting only her Shape and Stature, flief- 
^as Nature's Mafter-piece. Her Con- 
Tcrfation was extremely delightful; her 
Mind was improved by the beft Books;. 
6er Tafte folid and delicate, her Temper 
even and charming •, and with all this^ 
an Inclination and a Talent to pleafe^ 
Henrietta was as dull and' heavy ia 
* Monfieur"^ Company, as the King was; 
*ritK die Queen ; they imparted their 
refpeftive Diflike of dieir Partners,, and 
met together to eafe their Minds. At 
feft their Interviews were only intended? 

I I r 

♦ Her Confort, and Brother of Lquu XVT.. 

asi 
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iA a Refouf ce againft Melancholy, but 
foon after, tenderer Sentiments pro- 
duced a more intimate Correfpondence- 
Little Enteruinments and Feftivities 
vere ^ven^ Bilkts-doux were wrote to- 
each other ; Verfes were fent : They 
took Excurlions together in the Woods,, 
and fometimes ftrayed in them : The 
Courtiers whifpered, the Queen-Dow- 
ager ftormed, Monjieur complained, and 
Difcord crept in among the Royal 
Family. 

Louis was too honeft to engrofs the 
Affeftions of his Brother's Wife ; he 
therefore abftained from the Pleafure 
of feeing her fo often as heretofore : 
But wanting Virtue and Refolution Cr 
nough'to confine his Love to the Queen, 
he fought to beftow his Heart elfe- 
where. 

A certain young Girl happened to 
be fmitten with that majeftic Stature^ 
"^be Sound of that noble and infinuating 

Voice, 
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Voice, that heroic Phyfiognomy, anil 
dioie regular Features, which made 
him the moft amiable Man at hi$« 
Gourt. She had him continually ' be- 
fi^re her Eyes, and fecretiy brooded 
over ;this innocent Fai&on. Sometimes 
ihe.wifbod herfelf' a Princeft^ that Ihc: 
might have Crowns to offer him : 
Sometimes fhe wifh^d him to be only 
a private Man, that ihe might offer 
him her Heart. Oh ! faid fhe> that 
he were a Shepherd. 

The King took Delight in con- 
verfing with a Child that wifhed him 
a Shepherd's Crook. At firfl he di- 
verted himfelf with her frank, ingenu- 
ous Speeches, but in a little Time he 
was caught in the Snare. She was 
not a fkiiflied Beauty : but fhe was fo 
lovely, that this Verfe of La Font aim j 

And yet more graceful far than ferfeEi 
Beauty^ 

feemed to have been made exprefly for 

her. Her Hair wasr fair, her Com- 

I plexioa 



plexion brown, her Smile agreeable^ 
her Eyes blue, and not affedted wkb 
the Defirc of pleafing Men : Her 
Look lb tender, and at the fame Time 
fb modeft, that it excited at oiKe botb 
Lov€ and Efteem. - As of Wit' flie 
had little enough^ fhe had too much 
Senfibiiity of Heart to have a great 
deal: Always reading, but thinking 
too much of the King to improve by 
it : Void of Ambkion, and free from^ 
any bye Views- : More intent on the 
Objeft of her Love, than ftudioua to 
pleafe him : Quite coUefted within hcrr. 
fclf, valuing Honour above allThings,^ 
and more than once rifking her Life t& 
avoid the Sufpickm of Frailty* In hec 
Temper gentle, liberal and timorous, 
never forgetting that Ihe was doing ill,- 
and always hoping to do better : A 
Chriftiaa Sentiment that brought down 
upon her the richeft Treafures of di- 
vine Mercy, and made her pals a long 
Life in the folid Joy, and even cheer- 
ful 
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fill Satisfadion of an auftere Pe- 



nance*. 



'Such was Mademoifelle de la Va^ 
Usrt. Vifits at the Princcfs Henrietta^ 
yrhere Ihe was Maid of Honour, weri 
Tcdewed. Henrietta quickly perceived 
ihe was not the Objedt of thofe Vifits^ 
and hi^y refented it. The King ap- 
peafed her by Carcfles, and won La 
VaUere by his Complaifance. Th^ 
Marquis de Vardes was their Confi- 
denti and procured them Interviewsh. 
Louis was charmed with her Simplicity, 
her Innocence, her graceful Modefty; 
a thoufand Times mope dangerous than 
thofe regular Beauties fo much ad- 
mired. Two Hearts formed to Jove 
one another, never loved more fincerely* 



♦ See the Memoirs of the Abbe de Choify^ 
who knew her particularly. * We have, 

* fays he, play'd together above an hundrc4 
^ Times at Hide-and-feek and Blind-man's- 

• buff/ 

The 



The Queen-Mother having been iir^ 
fprmed of their Interviews,, fpoke to 
die King very fharply about it, and 
endeavoured to cure him of his Paf- 
fion, but all in. vain. The Duchefs 
de Navailks^ by the Advice of her < 
Hufband,, the moft auffere and the 
moft vurtuous Man at Court, caufed 
Iron Grates to be fixed up at La Va-- 
//Vr^s Chamber-Windows. The young 
Lady was exceffively nettkd at this 
Affront, as it pomted her out pajti- 
cuJarly -, but the next Day alLtheWint- 
dows of the Maids of Honour wer? 
barricaded in the fame Manner, 

Still Henrietta was enraged at this 
Preference: Whenever Ihecaft her Eyes 
on La Valierey^Xiv^ and Fury appeared 
in her Countenance. The King having 
given his new Miilrefs a Pearl Necklace 
and Diamond Buckles of confiderable 
Value, this Prefent compleated her Di- 

adion. The Court was all in a 

Flame; 
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Flame : Every Body's Eyes were open^ 
waiting impatiently to fee which of 
the two Rivals wouH get the Vidlory j 
but all kept Silence, Freedom of Speech 
being already interdidled. 

The King was extremely fond of 
Hunting, and ufed to make the Ladies 
partake of this Diverlion, delighting 
to fee them drpfled in that Jmazoniatk 
Habit which Queen Cbriftina had in- 
troduced in France aiid Italy. Made* 
moifelle de la Valiere^ who appeared to 
great Advantage in that Drefs, made 
all the Pleafure of thefc Parties : And 
^Senrietta^ for whofe Sake they were 
Always pretended to be made, oftea 
broke them off, being too proud to 
make her Beauty ferve as. a Foil to hei. 
Rival's. 

La Valiere*s and the King'^s Love, 
grew ftronger every Day, and the 
Vexation of thofe who difapproved of 
it, increafed proportionably. In vaiii^ 

LQtds 
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Louis took Precautions, and obfervcd a 
certain Decorum, out of Rcfpeft for 
th^ Queen ; in vain, by ingenious Fic- 
tions, he endeavoured to conceal his 
Paffion i in vain La Valiere enjoyed, 
among the Crowd, Feftivities which 
were defigned for her alone : The 
Zeal of the NavailleSy the Ill-humour 
of Madam Henrietta^ and the Intrigues. 
of his Confident the Count de Guicbiy 
<5bliged the King to Ihake oflF this my- 
fterious Conftraint. 

The more fubmiffive and relpeftful 
was La Faliere^s Behaviour to Hen- 
rietta^ the more Indignation and Con- 
tempt fhe met with from that Princefs.- 
The King often found her in Tears, 
deploring the ill Ufage fhe met with ; 
and fhe never looked fo beautiful as 
when that languifhing Air, which 
was natural to her, was rendered flill 
more charming by AfHiftion. 

This 
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J 

This lovely Girl could not brook 
being fpurned at and frowned upon. 
She had Refolution enough to go and 
Ihut herfelf up in the Convent of 
Chaillot^ where Ihe propofed to live un-: 
noticed, detached from the World 
and from Love. The King called for. 
his Miftrefs, denounced Vengpancc a- 
gainft thofe he fufpeded of convey-, 
ing her away from him, heard that flic', 
was at Cbaillotj took Horfe direftlyr 
and went tofeek ho-; talked with her^; 
and perfuaded her, brought her back; 
in Triumph, formed her Houfliold, 
cheated h^r aDuchefs, and command-, 
cd hi^ Court to eft^em the Objeft of: 
his Love. 

La FalierCj thus rendered independ- 
ent, did not feek to be revenged of her 
Enemies ; yet fhe increafed their Num- 
ber, by the Care fhe took never to afk 
apy Favours from the King: She re- 
ceived 
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ccived no Vifits •, her ThougTits cen- 
tering entirely in herfelf and in- her 
Paflion, fhe avoided Splendor and 
Oftentation ; and, except Louisj all 
Things were indifferent taher. Some 
afcribcd to Haughtinefs and Ill-Nature* 
what was theEiFeft of Delicacy and 
Love-, others faid, the King infifted 
upon this Retirement : But it was not 
in his Nature to be jealous, and much 
Icfs to -be deceived. . Being, modcll and 
dmorous, fhe hated cPageantry '• and* 
Pomp; and in the freq«e|it Entertain* 
ments made for her, her only Plea- 
fure was to fee the Eyts of all tl^ La- 
dies fixed on the King, and his fixed 
on none but herfelf. She did not lay 
the Nation at her * Feet ; fhe meddled 
not with the Intrigues of Courtiers, 
nor the PafTions of Miniflers ; Ihc 
amafled no Riches ; fhe withdrew from 
the Crowd, lay quiet in her Station; 
was afhamed of being a Miftrefs, ft 
Mother^ and a Duchefs. In fhort, as 

Madanx 
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Madam de Sevigni ufed to fay, we (hall 
never fee the like of her again. 

The Count de Vermandm * was the 
£rft Fruit of their Love. Louis was 
prefent at the Delivery, helped the 
Phyficians, fhared all the Pains of her 
Labour like a Father and a Lover, 
feared that his Miftrefs had been poi- 
foned, faid to the Ladies about her, 
« Take all I have in the World, but 
• leave me in Pofleflion of her,' re- 
ceived the Child in his Arms, and loved 
the Mother more than even 



* Louis de Bourhn, Count de Vefmandois^ 
died in 1683. In the Per/tan Secret Me- 
moirs there is a ridiculous Anecdote, npt 
much unlike Vobairis Iron Mafk. When 
Boffuet acquainted Madam de la Falien with 
the Death of the Count de Vermandois^ ^ 
* Ought I, faid flie, to weep at the Death of 
< a Son, whofe- Birth I have not yet done 
*. mourning for?* 

Madam 
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Madam de la Valiere often loft Sight 
of her Duty, yet always loved Virtue. 
Moft'Women boggle and demur only 
the firft Tinie of their granting a Fa- 
vour •, but a Repetition of it coft her 
almoft as much : She could not grow 
familiar with Vice. A maiden Bafli- 
iulnefs attended her even in thofe frail 
Monients, when Voluptuoufnefs gets 
full Pofleflion of us : She granted no- 
thing ; every thing wfe to be in a 
Manner extorted from her -, fo that 
her Lover confidered each Favour as 
a new Viftory, 

t This Conduft fecured her the King's 

'Heart, who always found in her the 

' Comforts of an agreeable Converfation, 

' the Refources of a delicate Paflion, the 

Stimulation of Refiftance, and the 

Glory of Conqueft. Simple Virtue, 

tuid artlcfs Love, were much ftronger 

Ties than all the Fetters that can be 

forged by the moft experienced and 

ingenious 



ingenious Coquetry. I fhould hot be 
furprizeid to fee a refined Coquet take 
Pattern from La Valiere^ who had fo 
little of the Coquet in her. 

The Offspring of fuch perfeft Love 
mufl: needs refcmble their Parentsr. 
Mademoifeiie de Blots *, who was fo 
many Years the Delight of the French 
Court, had all the Graces o(La Valiere^ 
the Beauty of Louis^ and, the Heart 
and Mind of both. 

The virtuous Denials of Madam de 
la Valitre^ Denials indeed lefs virtuous 
than extraordinary, frequently made 
the King go aftray : He had too much 
Refped for his firft Choice, not to take 
Care to conceal thofe Infidelities from 
-her. A Contradidion to his Defires 



* Mary- Anne de Bourbmi alias Mademoi- 

felle de Bkh, married Louis Armandy Prince 

of Omtiy and died in 1739* 

•de- 
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detached him for a few Moments, but 
Habitude always brought him back. 

Athenais de M^iemarj.Msarchiont& 
de Mantefpan^ attempted to get Poffef- 
fion of a Heart befieged by all the 
Court Ladies. She appeared there, 
and eclipfed all that had appeared be- 
fore her. She was loved by * Lamamt 
who, after having been his Matter's Ri- 
val, becajnc his Confident, was on the 
Point of becoming, his Kinfman, and 
concluded, by coming out of a long 
and hard Confinement, in order to be 
made a Duke, and then left to drag 
on Life to old Age, without Efteem 
and without Honour. 

Madam de Montefpan^ Madam de 
Tbiangej her eldej' Sifter, and the Abr 



♦ Peguilin de Caumonty Count de Lauzun ; 
his Amours with Mademoifelle (Grand-daugh- 
ter of Henry IV.) are well knoiyn. 

beflf' 
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beflfe of Fcntevrault^ the young^ft were 
the fineft Women at Court, all three 
' endowed with an uncommon Share of* 
Senie, as well as extraordinary Beauty. 
Vivonne^j their Brother, had, likethem^ 
a graceful Figure, and a brilliant Wit, 
to which he added a refined Tafte, ac- 
quired by Erudition. What is read- 
ing good for ? faid Louis XIV. to him 
one Day ; * Reading, aitfwerfed he, is 
' of as much Benefit to my Mind, - as 
* your Patridges to my Cheeks/ 

Thefe four Perfbns made excellent 
Company ; their Turn of thinking was 
the fame, and peculiar to them : It 
was called the Wit of the MortemarSy 
and confifted of genuine Delicacy, a 
fmart, decent, humorous Vein-, and 
with all this a perfeft Union. 

* Louis Vi^or de Roche-chouart^ Marihal of 
France^ General of the Gallies, Duke de Vi^ 
vonney died the Third of Jpril^ 1668. 

I Ma- 
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Madam Montefpan might poOibly 
have never had above one Look from 
Louis XIV. had it not been for one of 
thofe little Temerities which Sometimes 
are produ6tive of great Events. She 
was much addifted to Raillery, and in- 
dulged it every Evening on the Ladies 
fhe- had feen that Day attacking the 
King*s Heart. Her Repartees and 
keen Jefls, procured her the Hatred of 
her own Sex, but produced a contrary 
EfFeft in the Men. Nothing was ad- 
mired but the Sallies of Montefpan % 
and though they could not come up 
to the Pleafantry of them, ftill they 
would mimick the Manner. Lauzun 
ufed to entertain the King with them, 
who repeated them to La Valiere. The 
latter took a Liking to a Perfon who fo 
feverely laflied thofe who aimed at 
fupplanting her. She thought her in- 
capable of the Intrigues and ridiculous 
Anions which fhe fo nicely difcemed 
and expofed in others % Ihc made her 

one 
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one in her Parties, without fore-feeing 
that flie was making her a Partner in 
her Pleafures, and raifing her into her 
own Place, 

The King, who feems to have been 
deiHnedto treat at iirft with Difdain, 
adl that he was to be one Day excef- 
fively fond of, looked upon Madam 
de Montefpan as an agreeable Woman; 
worthy of JL^uzun^ worthy of the Tri- 
flers at Court. She fet upon him in 
every Shape, and he did not vouchfafe 
to take any Notice of it. ' Obferve, 
^ faid he to Madam de la Valiere^ how 

* fhe ogles me; (he would doubtlefs 
' be very^ glad if I took Notice of 

* Iwr.* Perhaps he loved her already, 
without being aware of it ; fhe daily 
gained Ground in his Heart, by her 
inexhauftible Fund of Raillery. He 
thought her free from the Faults wj^ch 
Ihe was fo quick at difcerning, and ex- 
pofed with fo unconcerned an Air and, 

I 2 Tone. 
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Tone, Ift fine, fhe fixed herfelf fo well 
in his HeaFtj that flie ftiared it withL^J 
jr^lief^. Such is - the Power of Wit and • 
Beauty, that we cannot triumph over 
them but by keeping them at a Diftance! 

the Sincerity and Singalarityof the D^- 
chefs de la Valkri% Love, but at the 
fame Time no lefs affeded with the 
Charms of .fenfualPleafures,was grow- 
ing weary of the Scruples of a Con- 
fcience that was tender indeed, but 
which was either toofcrupuloys, or not 
nice enough. His Heart relented from 
/a Principle of ^Gratitude : Men. are 
willing enough to be under ^fohie Ob- 
ligation; but it is very rare to find. a 
Soul generous and grateful enough 4:o 
confent to be entirely obligated. 

Along with this Kind of Wcarinefs 
he entertained the flattering Idea of be- 
ing loved by a Woman that defpifcd 

all 
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ftll her Sex, ind was refpefted by theny, 
though Ihe excelled them in Beauty. 
He declared his Paflion, Lauzun exag-^ 
,gerated it, • and Madam de Moniefpan 
igave Hopes of Succefs, 

. The firft Infidelities were very pri- 
rate. How could he refolve to grieve 
« Heart fo tender ^% that oiLa Valiera? 
Love has apio-ciAgEye: Shedifcovered 
thefe Pradtices,. wept and complained^ 
was cheer'd again, ind pardoned his. 
Breach of Faith. 

The Marquis de Mbniejpafp was ig- 
norant of this Intrigue. The Moment 
'he was lAfdrmed of it, he went diftl-aft- . 
ed. He was willing enough that hiS' 
Wife (hould be Lauzm^s Miftrefs, but 
could hot confent to let the King have 
bcr 5 a ftrangc Notion of Honout ! He 
expreflfed his Refentment a thoufihd. 
difierent Ways, was the firft to pro- . 
\'daim his Difhonour, endeavouis^d to 

i 3, '^-^ 
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imbitter the King's Plcafures, put him- 
felf in Mourning as if his Wife had 
been dead, wrote a Letter to the Pope, 
demanding Permiffion to marry again, 
fliewed that Letter to LouvoiSj and 
play'd a thoufand of thofe foolifli 
Pranks, which Paris applauded, be- 
caufe Paris is cenforious, but which 
Verfailles laugh'd at, becaufe fuch Fol- 
lies are no Part of our Manners. 

The King forbid him the Court, and 
found himfelf obliged to make public 
an Intrigue which he was ftill defirous 
of keeping fecret. ' 

Madam de la Valiere beheld the Af- 
cendant her Rival was gaining, and 
faw it without fcarcely complaining. 
She made an Oppofition to it, but widi 
Meeknefs and Good- Nature : She was 
Witnefs of a Triumph fo grievous to 
her, without fcarcely venting any Ex- 
preflions harfhcr than thefc, * They 

* arc 
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* are not fenfible of all the Uneafinefs 

* they give me.* 

Madam dt Montefpan enjoyed hur 
Poft of Favourite in great Pomp and 
Splendor : She made hafte to reap the 
Fruits of it : Refpeft and Submif- 
fion pleafed her Vanity and Ambition. 
She began to reign with Authority : 
She was indeed capable of bringiflg in 
the Reign of the Graces. 

Her Stature was above the Middle 
Size, her Features foft, delicate^ and 
not too large : She had fparkling Eyes, 
a fmall Mouth, adorned with a lovely 
Set of Teeth, and a French Nofe finely 
Ihaped : Her Neck admirably well 
turned ; her Hair of the flaxen Colour 
floating in long Trefles on the bcft- 
fhaped Shoulders in the World. In 
fliort, (he was a finifhed Beauty, but a 
fenfual Beauty, rather made for Volup- 
tuoufnefs than for a folid Attachment. 
I 4 The 
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The King had fome Qualms about 
his Paflion for a married Woman. As 
he had a Senfe of Reli^on, and was 
an honeft Man, he never could get 
over this Scruple. He endeavoured 
to ftifle the Voice of Cojifcience, hy 
mbking his Crime public and briljiant, 
and giving it a Sanation by the Exam- 
ple, the Meannefe, the SubmiflVvenefs 
pf flattering Courtiers. The* IHuIion 
lafted long, but it did not prevent 
Madam ie MonHffa^ti^ being, ofsen laid 
down and taken up again. Her Reign 
never was firmly eftabliflied, and thi§, 
perhaps, was the Cawfe pf her reigniog 
ib long. 

The Example of L^is was rcontagi- 
ous ; his Court minded ii0t];iing but 
amorous Intrigues. The Grand-daugh- 
der of Henry IV. fell in love with a 
private Gentleman. Henrietta^ thoug|h 
not criminal, appeared fo in the Eye 

of 



©ra \9eak, jealous Hufband. Tureme; 
At the Agfe of Thfeefcore, was the 
Lover and the Dupe of the Mai*chio^ 
nefs de Coatquen. The Quetin'« Maidi 
fef Honour wfere too often tempted not 
to have frequent Falls/ Even JS^irt;^^ 
himfelf follo\0sd the Fafhiort. 

Th? Duchefe de la Valiere had ttm^ 
J>ered the Splendor of heir Station vA^Si 
Modefty. The Marchidnefs it Moft'- 
tefpan behaved with Pride and €>ften- 
tati6n. The Feftivitiei were more 
brilliant. Homages more precife, De* 
pendance ftrifter, and outward GSirriage 
more fubmiffive. The Whole bore a 
Charadteriffic of Imperibufnefs in the 
Lover and the Miftrefs, and an Air of 
profound Submiffion in the Cotirtiers. 
This is one of the Epochs of a Change 
fai the Manners of the French'^ who be- 
came more gentle and flexible, but loft 
in Freedom as much as they gained in* 
Decorum and Politenefs, 

I 5 y After 
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After the firft Conftraints were over,, 
the two Lovers, being tired of wearing 
a Mafic, no longer kept any Meafures. 
The Queen had barely her Due. Ia 
Valiere was ftill confidered by the King, 
who ceafed to love her, and yet ceaied 
not to fee her. All the Honours, all 
the Homages were for Madam de Mon- 
tefpan. While Louis was intent on the 
Invafion of Holland^ in the Midft of 
Fleafures and Diverfions, he took her 
along wijth him to Flanders^ in the Face 
of the World. The Induftry of Arti- 
ficers was exhaufted, in order to gra- 
tify the Caprices of a new Kind of 
Luxury. The Treafure of the King- 
dom was lavifhed ; Clagni-boufe was 
built in a Taftc defigned to pleafe her 
alone. Every Knee bowed before a 
Subjedt, who never went abroad with- 
out the mod pompous Enfigns of Roy- 
alty, and had always four Life-guards 
to attend her. 

But 
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. But let us now refume the Thread 
of Madam Scaron*% Life, which has 
been broke off by a Digreflion that 
I could not look upon as unneceflarjr, 
whatever the Reader*s Opinion of it 
may happen to be. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Madam Scaron made Gouvernante of 
the King's Cbildreriy by Madam 
"^ de Montefpan. 

MADAM Scaron could depend 
on having a powerful Protec- 
trix in the Perfon of Madam de Montef- 
fan: She had Leave to cultivate her 
Friendfhip and Good- will ^ (he was of- 
ten with the Marchionefs de Thiange^, 
and daily increafed in Eileem with the 
Favourite Miflrefs, 

But this Favourite was on the Point 
of loling all her Credit and Influence. 
What a dreadful Blow mufl this have 
been to Madam Scaron^ whofe fole De- 
pen- 
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•psndance yf^ on her ! Madadi de Mon- 
tt^m^ having gone to Confcffion to a 
Curate of a certain Village, this Prieft 
let her fee, that if there was no Virtue, 
and no Fortitude at Court, there was 
yet fome to be found in the Country : 
He made her pathetic Exhortations on 
her Duty, informed her that what flie 
called a Foibk was a Crime, and re- 
fufedhcrAbfolutton» She was l^ounded 
by it, and ftill more furprized. She 
complained to the King, who, though 
aftomfhed at the Curatfe*s Behaviour, 
would not condemn him, without en- 
quiring of BaJJiiet^ whofe Doftrine he 
refpefted,and of the Duke de Moniaujiefy 
whom he efteemed iof his Probity, what 
they thought of the Matter. Boffuet 
did not hefitate ; he applauded the Cu-» 
rate, and iaid, that he had afled up tdi 
his Duty. M: ie Montaufter fpoke with 
greater Freedom, and with as much 
Energy, though Madam de Montau- 
^er was generally accufed of having 
been one of the moft forward to con- 

tri- 
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tribute to the forming of this amo-' 
rous Engagement, The young King, 
to whom it was fufficient to tell the 
Truth, promifed them that after his 
Return from Flanders he would fee 
Madam de Montefpan no more : He 
even gave M. Bojfuet Leave to write 
freely to him ; and we have two Let- 
ters of this Biihop, wrote to him while 
he was at the Army in Flanders^ where- 
in he ftrongly exhorts hin;! to perfift in 
his Refolution, for the fake of his 
Glory as well as from religious Prin- 
ciples. When the King came back, 
they were in a Dilemma : The Queftion 
was, whether Madam de Montefpan 
fhould be banifhed the Court, or whe- 
ther fhe might not appear there on the 
fame Footing as other Ladies ? This 
Qiieftion was propofed as a very delicate 
Cafe of Confcience, The Solution of 
it could be difficult no where but at 
Verfailles. At Paris they were unani- 
mous for Exile : At Court they were 
'^d, every one giving his Opinion, 

not 
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•riot according to his Judgment, but » 
Intereft diredted^ The rigid Cafuifts, 
the Friends to Virtue, and the Ene- 
mies of Montefpanj faid with Bojfuet^ 
that this Engagement ought to be dif- 
folved by a bold Stroke : They fore- 
told the Kir^ that he would not be 
Mailer of his Heart ; they quoted the 
Maxim of the Wife Mao, that the 
Way to efcape Danger is to Ihun it i 
they reprefented to him, that the Sin 
being public, the Atonement ought to 
be fo likewife : They made him read 
long Diflfertations, the Arguments of 
which enlightened his Mind, but car- 
ried no Conviftion to his Heart. Thofe 
who were acquainted with this Hearty 
and, with more Policy than Sincerity, 
regarded earthly more than heavenly 
Things, were of a different Opinion ; 
and their Reafons were fpecious. They 
faid it was neceflary to Ipare the Ho- 
nour of a Lady, who was not yet pub- 
lickly difgraced, and whofe only Crime 

was. 
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inras, that fhfe had not vi&ftood file 
moft dangerous of Temptations t A 
-public Rq^aration would occafioH It 
horrid Scandailii The Weakneffes -Of 
Princes muft not be expofed to ^ek 
People : ExampSes of the antieht DHc^ 
pline of the Church proved nothing, 
btcstaft Times and Circumftances were 
Ikltered. This would be endeavoiuinj^ 
to introduce, in this perverfe Age^ the 
f erfcdion, , the Aufterity, and the Vi» 
^ur of thofe Centuries, whofc Virtud 
we ought indeed to admire, but oouM 
not hope to re-vive. It was fuificient 
to forfdce Madam de Montefpan r But 
what Merit would there be in the Sa^ 
crifice, were Ihe removed from Court ? 
To fee her in Public, to fee her every 
Day, without being tempted to fee heir 
again in Private, was a Trial worthy 
pf his Majefty's great Souh 

The King fell in with the Opinion 
of the latter, becaufe it agreed with 
the Sentiments of his Hearts Madam 

de 
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^'J^fyntejpan appeared at > the ASkm- 
hHea, and appeared with all the Chamts 
which long- Abfeace had lent her. The 
.Kie^ (hun'd her, and Ihe alfo took 
Ciurc rto avoid him; yet they were al- 
ways^accidentally meetixig : They con- 

.'Aanldy.kept aloof, and ixtcefiantly fell 
ki each other's Way. Infenfibly they 
made Approaches and blufhed ; their 
Eyes :^ke, their Hearts J»elted. Fotkr 
Words mtered fbom a Window dfe* 
ftroycd all the Woik of J8^/, T\?o 
hn^ttt Eyes, will ever trininph bvtr 
the Efforts of the moft eloquent Ca- 

Madam Je Mvnte/pan had isot; yet 
cailoff.all Care of her Reputation ; 
She was willing enoi^gh to be fr^, 
but cared not much to have it knoWfi) : 
She was only ^ad to flaew that il^e 
was in Favour, and was too fond of 
making the World feel it; She 'had 
' confented to beccme a 'Mother, upoa 
Coaditipa that, the Birth of her Chil- 

. drea 
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drcn Ihould be a Myftery : yet thofe 
Children muft be brought up; but 
where find a Wonian fit to keep a Se- 
cret of that Confequence, and capable 
of educating them ? She caft her Eyes 
on Madam Scaroxj as on one of her 
Creatures, and got M. Je Vivonne and 
Madam d*Hudicourt to fpeak to her 
about it. Her Anfwer was, * If they 
/ are the King's Children, I confent to 

* it •, I would not tdce Chai^ of Ma- 

* dam de Montefpati^ : The King muft 
i therefore lay his Commands on me*' 

This Anfwer was not relifhed: But 
Madam Scarm was io neceflary, and 
jb refolute, notwithllEnding all the In- 
finuations of M. ie Loufooisy that ihe 
was fent for to Court, and the King 
CM-dcred her to take Charge of the ChSd 
that Montefpan ihould deliver to her. 

It was then fhe grew fenfible that fhe 
was going to be tied down to a retired 
Life ; but this Life» though it became 

a 



'a Duty, and a painful one tx)0, ftill 
"pleafed her. Perhaps Ihe was already 
informed of itj when, in her ordinary 
Societies, flie acquainted the Company 
with the Plan of Reformation (he had 
laid down for her future Condud. She 
hired a fmall Houfe, where fhe pur- 
pofed to live alone, and unknown to 
all the World but a few feleft Friends ; 
yet fhe told them^ that fhe was going 
to fpend her Time on the Education of 
an Infant -, but, to prevent any Sufpi- 
cions, Ihe took along with her the 
little Daughter of her Friend Madam 
d^Hudicourt. 

Madam de Montefpan lay in at a 
Houfe in a bye Place, with all the Pre- 
cautions of the utmofl Privacy : The 
Man-midwife was not in the Secret j 
and To little did he fufpcft it, that he 
made the King, who was prefenti fill 
him a Glafs of Wine. 

' Whea 
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When it was Time to receive tte 
Depofitum intended for her, flie weiit 
to Madam de MonteJ^an in a Hackneys 
Coach, entered the Room malk*d, took 
the Child, hid it under Jier Scarf, and 
put on her Mafk again at departing. 
The fame Ceremony flic obferved at 
the Birth of the fccond Child in 1670. 

Madam Scdron^ Who had fo tong, 

*been the Delight of aa Aflembly, 15 

now become a Goverriefs of ChildrJen^ 

an dverfeer of 'Nurfes, fcparated from 

all Tier' Friends, a Slave to a t)uty that 

required an infinite deal of Care ami 

.Attention, obliged to rife evfery Hour 

pf the Night to look after Children of 

their Confequence, with a. Penfion 9f 

two thoufand Livres as the Price of her 

, Liberty, and the Vexation of knowing 

that the King did not like her. 

That Prince "had a certain Averfion 
to her : He looked upon her as a Wit^^ 

and 
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«nd. though he himfeif. was a Man o^ 
^eat Parts, • liked thofe that had Wit,' 
ind was the ProfeAdr of leatned Men, 
he could not endure fuch as were for-' 
ward to difplay this Talent; and a 
Man that'did not conceal^ it vexed hint 
too mucii not to pafe with him for a 
Pfedant, Whenever he fpoke of Ma- 
dem 5^^>r^ to 'Madam de Montefpanj 
he called* her by no other Name than 
Tour great fFU. 

SQn>etime$ the F&VQtuitt^^ ordered her 
Children tq liC: hcQUght to Courts 
When the King was in .her Chamber, 
the Governante would prudendy with- 
draw, and leave the Children to be 
prcfentcd by the Nurfe, in order to 
conceal from his Majcfly an Objeft 
that was odious to him. One Day he 
alked the Nurfe, whofe Children were 
they ? ' They forely belong, faid Ihe, 

* to the Lady that lives with us : I 

* judge fo by the great Concern fhe is 

* under when any. thing vails ^them/ 

"*« And 
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* And who do you think is their Fa- 

* ther?* rejoins the King: * I can't 
^ telly fays the Nurfe ; but I ima^e 

* it muft be fome Duke, or a Prelident, 
« of the Parliament.* The Children 
growing up, an Apartment was pro- 
vided for them at Court, but ftiU un- 
der the Injundion of Secrecy. It 
was then that the Intimacy began be- 
tween Madam d0 MontefpaH and Ma- 
dam ^S^^r^^r; an Intimacy that ended 
in lifting the latter into the Place of 
her Benefaftrefsi tho* fuch an Event 
was far enough from the Thoughts of 
either of diem. 

Madam Scaron was with her every 
Evening, and always with frefh De- 
light kept her in Chat while Ihe was 
undreffing. She gave her Counfcls 
about the Bufinels of the Day, gave 
her an Account of the moft interefting 
Occurrences, talked to her of the 
World, and of Ipiritual Concerns. 
Thefe long Dialogues difpleafed the 

King, 
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King, who, like all Gre^t Men, had 

the. Weaknefe pf being fliy of Pcrfons 

of Wit and Merit : He was too jealous 

of his Authority not to be alarmed at 

a Privy Council, where Love might 

join with Wifdoin in ccmcerting Mea* 

fures to fhare that Authority. He 

abeady obferved more C<Aerence, more 

Reflection, and more Prudence in the 

Conduft of his Miftrefs : He fufpeft- 

cd that her female Confident infufed 

her Qualities into her -, and, in order 

to make her take a Diflike to her, he 

ufed to fay, ' What Pleafure can you 

* find in prating fo long with a pre- 

* cife Woman ? Have you a Mind fhe 

* fhould make you as precife as her- 

* felf?* 

The Favour which Madam Scaron 
rofe to was purchafed with much Toil 
and Vexation. Madam de Montefpan 
made her bear all the Efiefts of her 
uneven Temper, Sometimes fhe was 
charmed with her Converfation, and, 

like 
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Hke a Friend, entrufted her with dll 
her Secrets t :Sk>metimes (lie talked to 
her in ah impertdus Strain, and treated 
cher like a Servant, a Lady who pre- 
tended to belong to the King's Chil* 
drcn, and not to hers. 

Thefe Quarrels did not trani^ire is 
Public ; a ReconciUattdn always fol* 
lowed clofe upon the Heels of them, 
abdeach new Broil ferved to ftrengthen 
her Credit and increafe her Reputa- 
tion : Every Day better known, every 
. D^y more neceflary. 

She was confulted in the moft im- 
portant Affairs, and the moft delicate 
Intrigues ; and the Dilgrace of Lauzun' 
was looked upon as her Work. At 
the very Beginning (he (kenubufl^ ad- 
vifed Madam de Montefpan to break ofF 
that Match, and to regard the iting's 
Honour more than Gratitude, which 
pleaded with her in Behalf of Lauzun. 
This Advice^ which would have pre- 
2 vented 
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vented many wrong Steps inLcuis XIV, 
fpared Mkdemoifelk a great deal of Ri* - 
dicule and Vexation, faved Lauzun 
from great Misfortvmes, fecured the 
Royal Family from fhameful Fears, 
and the Noblejfe from a great Afiront % 
this Advice, I fay, was not followed. 
They repented it % they took it at laft, 
but not till it was too late. 

While Madam 5r^r^;^ ruled the Court 
under Madam de Montefpanj Madam 
du Frefiwy governed the * State under 
M, de Louvois. This Woman, whofe 
Hulband was one of Louvois^s Clerks, 
was rather a ftriking than a regular 
Beauty : As to her Charader, fhe was 
of a haughty Temper, and very fond 
of domineering ; had a great deal of 
Wit and much Invention, and was ftill 
more capable of being Louvoi/s Coun- 
feUor, than worthy to be his Miftrefs, 

* See the Letters of Madam de Smgni. 
K The 



h<r:i; . {k(^ ^^5 xx»d6 Lady, of the BtdA* 
The* grand Gaurfea. were granted f^f- 
hor Table,' and Courtiers- cringed t^ 
her* Madam Startm^ proceeded wi A^a- 
flower Pace towards her Ends : Sh? war 
nat for ' rifing fuddenly '; (he did not- 
covet the Splendor of high Favour, 
nor was (he in hafte to enjoy: She 
calmly waited for it, concealed it, and 
let it ripen. There is fomething won-^ 
dcrful in her Life : No Mortal what-r, 
evtr.had. Accefe to her ; and fuch . as. 
received Letters from her, durft not 
bpail. of it, for fear of the Inquiries it 
would occafion *• 

i 

Thfere was no End of Madam deMon- 
tefpnn^% ill-natured Freaks, Madam 
S<:'ar(m had too much Vanity not to be 



* See a Letter from Madam de Coulangt$ 
to Madam Je Sevigni^ dated Dec. 2&, 1672. 

heartily 
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heartily dilpleafed with them, an(!'w4s too 
iSer/ not to giVe her fometimes very iharp 
AhlWtry : She was* in her Nature high-*^ 
ipitited^ haily and impetuous. Rieaiba 
and • Ptety may indeed for a while fuf-1 
p^ndthe Springs of the Paflions, but. 
cannot deftfoy dicm. She fometimes 
forgot herfeff •,. and one Day a Quarrel 
between xhetii grew fo fierce, that the 
]?4Vourite conlplauied of it to the King, . 
who, being ^already^ tired with, foch' 
Stories, faid' to her, * If fhc does not 

* fuit you, why- don't you difinifs hcrf 

* Art you not at Liberty ta do as you 
*'pUafe-?^'^ 

* Eix|)ofed*to' continual Mortifications, 
forced to dexrour' them in Secret, ha- 
ving -fio^body bat • the Abbe GobeliH 
that (lie Gould^ fafeiy impart them to, 
recei^Sig norfiing' but fuchr Comforts j 
from him as were almoft as grievoua^ 
as^the-Evils ftie complained of; a thou- 
fahd'TimeS tempted to f^ealc tortke 
Kingj and yindicat^^herfel^. ]si^ feging-; 
/ K2 / too 
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too gratcflil to do it at the Expencc of 
aPcrfon who had raifed her from a very 
low Eftate, Ihe purpofed to quit the 
Court and retire to a Convent : Butr 
jbmetimes her Age, fometimes a kind. 
Word from the King, fometimes a 
Mark of Confidence from the Favou- 
rite, detained her in the World. Being 
always croiled, Ihe was difgufted with 
the Court : She was fixed to it by the 
Hopes of making her Fortune, in-, 
tended to get away from it, but could 
upt refolve to withdraw. 

Her Chains became every Day, 
ftronger: However, being more taken 
up with her old Friends than ihe had 
hitherto been, fhe bellowed on them 
what little Leifure ihe had, fo much 
to their SatisfadUon, as made them re- « 
gret that ihe had no more Time to 
Ipare \ 

Madam 

' ' ' ' " ' , ■ " ■ " '■■■— ^w— ^wy— 1 ■ I 

* Madam de Cmlanges fay^ in a Letter to 
Madam df Siwgni^ dated Aknb 20, 1673, 

•At 
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Madam de Montefpan laid theFoun^^ 
dation of her Fortune without being 
fenfible of it. She complained fo often^ 
that the King, in order to foften her> 
was obliged to inquire into thofe Dif- 
ferences. He fometimes difcourfed 
with the accufed Party, and found Ihe 
had a great deal of Senfe, but fufpeft- 
ed no Erudition. She had been repre- 
(ented to him as an odd, fantaftical 
Woman, as a petulant, fiery Spirit, 
who was to be managed delicately: 
But he found her full of Grace and 
Sweetnefs. Some Time after he gave 
her very pleafing Proofs of his Efleem : 
Caflring his Eye on the Lift of Pen- 
fions, and feeing two thoufand Liyres 



« At the Houfe of one of her female Friends 
< there is a Man who Ends her fo amiable, and 
^ fo pleafant in Company, that he bears her 
*. Abfence with great Impatience.* 

•-..^ . K3. .^.. -. ; / Jbr 



for Madam Scarony hcerafed that Sum, 
and fet down two tit^oi^faod CfX)wns« 

The Duke du Maine^ whqfe Bkth 
was no longer kept fecret, greatly con-* 
tributed to ^ftabUih her in his good 
Opinion, by a very ipirited Anfwer^ 
The King, who like all the Bourbons 
wa^ a veiy tender Fath^, took Dc* 
light in playing with him : Bei|ig 
pleafed with the fenfible Air he put oi> 
even in hisDiverflons, and fatisficd witfi 
the Manner in which he aafwQred hi$ 
Queftipns, he faid to him, * Ypu aw 
^ Very fagafious. * ' How eaa I be 
^ otherwife, anfwered the Child, fince 

* I have a Govc^napjte who is Wjiidoni 

* itfetf.* ^ Go then, j?cplicd the King^ 

* ^d tell her that you'll give her a 
'hundred thoofand Livres for your 

* Sugar-plumbs.' 

^ The B^nnings o^ bee gMd For- 

ttjjpie Ihe appUed to .tKe Benefit jof her 

Fa»iJy I She did Servi(:c to her Rela-. 

. ^ tions^ 
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ciions, cdiilttbed a Compaiiy of Foot f^^ 
^r Brother, paid all his Debts, and 
^got him made Governor of Amersferty 
(aZ)ir/rATown,'wfekh7>«ijXIV. had 
Jiift taken. TMs Moriarch eftablifhed 
«he Exercifc of his Religioa in all the 
Towns he eonqaercd, with an Air of 
}^a\)g)^nefs ^t exafperatcd the Peo- 
rple : One would have thought that .he 
xDa<JeConquefts as much for the Benefit 
tof the Chiirch as for the State^ The 
Officers :^ho ^mittanded in. thofe 
Xowns, 'ittiUated his ardent Zeal^ and 
•tijine:arf»t^4iim^bfctter than fuch aar 
xmtit ^f :H««!tlc Famiiies. M. d'Au- 
'^riglU^ ^ who was <!>fthis Ntmib^r, diftin- 
>gu91hed -himfelf at Amersfort by his. 
c2eal for- the Catholic Rdigion^ he 
^f>ei&cuted the Inhabitants, and contri^ 
'VedOccafioHs for fo doing; in lhort» 
4ie treated diem with thatliihtmianirjr 
^whfteh makes the Truth and every Go- 
vernment odious. The Town com* 
plained of It to the Marquis de Ru- 
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'oignyj Deputy General of the pretended 
reformed Churches of France. From 
Ruvigni thofe Complaints were carried 
to Louvoisj and from Louvoh to Ma- 
dam Scaroffj who wrote to her Brother 
to favour the Catholics, and not to be 
cruel to the Hugonots. * They are in 

* the wrong Way^ faid fhe, but it is 
' an Error in which we ourfelves have 

* been, which Henry IV. was in, and 

* in which feveral great Princes ftill 

* are : Jefus Chrift wrought upon the 

* Hearts of Men by Mildnefs. *Tis 

* the Province of the Curates and Bi- 
« Ihops to make Converfions : God 
/ has jnot committed the Care of Souls 

* to Soldiers.' She plied him widi 
many other Arguments of this Kind, 
y(bxch rather proved a compaflionate 
Heart than a rightly informed Mind. 
JShe was ignorant of the * Right which 

Princes 

* This Realbning being fo weal^, we oiajr 
prefume the Author is not in earneft ; efpe- 

cially 
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Princes have over Confciences, and 
jfid not know that the Church ought 
by every Method to bring back her 
ChiWren to her Bofom; and, when 
gentle Means prove infufficient, em- 
ploy Menaces, Gibbets, Fire and Sword* 
This Inclination to Toleration was pro^ 
bably a Relique of Proteftanifm. 

The Duke du Maine*% Educatioa 
was entirely committed to her : They 
Iteft her to chufe the Matters and Pre- 
ceptors, and her Tendernefi always 
direfted her to make a happy Choice*. 
She delegated Part of her Authority 
to M. Le Ragoisy a learned, flacece and 
indefatigable Man, but of a narrow 
Genius *, in a Word, fuch a one as. 
fuited a Prince who was to merit, the 



daily as he puts ftronger Arguments ih the 
Mouth of Madam di Mmntmorti than thofe 
vdiereby be endeavours to juftify the King'» 
Condud.^ 

K5 ' BLant 
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Itaok 9Xid Slatim jde%agcr for li i hfe . 
Shelmd the general Sup^-ij^tendaiKTV 
of his StiadieS) and t^ryad to herfdi' 
^e Care of making hun aa nprigb^^ 
' Tii|w)us JtJeacL 

Sheeafilyfuepeedcd^mit. TheUttfe- 
Duke had hajgpy Indinatipnsr ; m^ 
open^ frank Genius ^ a good deal of: 
Pocilitjr, ao4 a^ extreme FoAdn^ ibrr 
his Gov^^antB. He lovfcji her aihov-. 
land times beyood hi^ IVfot^t^^ luui' 
was himCelf dOaJted on by ^er^ 

Madam de^ Montejfan and Madair^^ 
Scaron frequently difputed which of 
Aem loved thofe young Ptiijces witBi 
the moft Tendcrncfs. The Fayourite,,, 
in order to have fome Title to it^^, ' 
would fometimes eoncern. herfelf with 
their Educatiofi, make Akeratiem in: 
if^ run counter to the Plan laid dowo^. 
and efpecially leifen the Expences $; 
(or (he was niggardly, as all People aii8». 
whole Station induces (hem to be pro* 
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•fiife. The Govematttc, with great Im- 
patience, bdrc diofe idle Innovations v, 
•complained that dte Children were 
^ikd' and ruined before her Face ; 
• Aat they wanted Neod&ries ; that they - 
w^re brought up like die Children of 
^Trtttdifihen; and: threatened to aban— 
^floh them to die Conduft of their M6-- 
'^er. Thefe'Difputes began by am 
^ppofition. of Sentiments^, and coni— 
jndnly ended m bitter Reproaches On » 
^he-one Ptttt, and Tears and Projefta:, 
HQii the other*, 

Madftm ifc* MmteJ^ami tired' wiflii 
tteietontitiual Jornngs, too v^ak K>* 
:ma^/y»s^ Jh^dks&s that occafion^l 
them^ too grate not to , be aKvaysr In^ 
'^the wrong, and toa proud ieverta ac- 
knowledge it, wanted to put aa?Eiiiit 
to them by removing Madam ScaroHy^ 
fe fach a Mjmner.as'ihouldifatisfyv htt: 
'Obligations to her, leave the King; no * 
R66m for.Sufplcion>.. and prevent /the: 

maliciou&s 
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malicious Conftru£tions of Courtbrs. 
She treated about a Match for her with 
a very poor, and a very filly Duk£* 
Madam Scaron rejected it the Moment 

. it was proposed •, told the Favourite, 
that fhe had Plagues enough already, 
without going to feek for new cmes in 
a Station that makes three fourths of 

.Mankind miferable ; and that ihd w^ 
too ifarongly attached to the Princes, to 
forfake them at a Time when thqr 
wanted her more than ever. Madam 
de M&Ht€jfan happened ta be thea ia a 
Good Humour, imagined her Drift 
haA not been penetrated, tgok Madam 
Scarm^s Refufal very kindly v and de- 
clared an inviolable Friendship to her : 
The Treaty was fi^ed, nptwithftzni- 
Ing which, the End of the Year 167^ 
f^rovcd vepy ftormy* Petty Intrigu^ 
and great Injuries were renewed oh 
both Sid^. The Princes were ill nur» 
tured ; the Duke du Maine was lick. 
lU Offices- were done her with t^e 

2. King,, 
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King, and but aukward Apologies were 
^made for them. Lowvots was ient to 
: her,, to make her hear Reafon } he wa!^ 
^cnfwered with Sincerity, and mth a 

firm Rcfislution to part at die End of 

the Year : And yet a Reconcilittidn 
^ was efieded \ ihe meekly returned to 
. ber former Confidence in the Favourite, 
-aad could not leave a Place whete 

' ipne muft a& and ipeak agatnft Coa- 

• fiuence. 

Thefe Agjmions, thefe Fatigues, 
this intended Retreat, had a bad Efie^it 
on Madam Scaron^s Health : Her 
Blood, over-heated by a g]k)omy Me- 
lancholy, and foured by continual Re- 
proaches, fhe became fub^edt to the 
Vapours, and continued fo ever aftea. 
If any thing could compenfate for thp 
Lofs of Health, it muft doubtlefi have 
been the happy Turn her Fortune wak 
beginning to take. Her two laft Re^ 
cpnciliations were worth two hundred; 
thou&ad Livres each. 

Thft 



sCife^Ktng IMS SthfiiiitBfy Kk^gKtcO' 
wMh hiq: CoottisfittiDik^ «& afbcncHttt 
hiindlblf up vnA. bar and Madam de: 
Mmtefpiiti ta arjpytthej^ledi&m of ft., 
iSbc was iojall .his jPatties o£ iPloafwev 
Jbe made faervQoiifiifera£il& Pp^ents^ anftL 
^poiftted htr Umptfeia im Differ- 
«My» >imh^ Miftiefd. H^k neMr. 
jocrjta&d ija:. li^aakx^ -^ m1; maiehis. 
more prudent; The more E&gesn ihe 
acquired; the moce Modefty Ihe di& 
^ay^d. In order tx> tt»dev her Credit, 
wore fta^le^ inftcad -of ^roceeditrg ni* 
^kMy fee let it move flcwr r By. thisa 
Cdnduft flie MuxroedtheJ^aibof Eirry^ . 
«ad^immted the Cafoak of tfaofein* 
tiiguing Sprits, who are evw ttsaSf 
li> gulJl4Qnm alldiat axie tifing. 



CHAR 
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•i(iif^iKvi;iAf :'^ ^i^y*- .J^y^l;^H. 
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.Eamur. dedareJL 

much Fortune was^ tot- da. fort 
Iter. From iicr Youth fte had bcea^ 
iDclincdTji;!!^ SoUtude^v and fliU retamedf' 
li^ai: Indkiation jiA the Midfl; of the. 
I^jus^ Worldl Nothing maka U3 love: 
ti3^ Siknce of; RetijrenE^ent mor^ thai;i>. 
^e Noife aod Suftle of. ^ . Court. She^: 
had aU alen^ had a^Defiga to^purchafi^ 
aa Eftatc, where Ihe might end her. 
Days ia Peace andTranquillity.. 

She^ employed the King^s^ firO: Ll^ 
beralities in . purchaiifig Msmttmik ^^ , ^> 

noWe 

r I I • ^ 111 

♦ yLVobaire feys in his Age of Louis XIV- - 
thitthe Kaj3g eurcbafed iot. her the Eftate of 
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noble and fine Eftate. It coft her .two 
hundred and fifty thoufand Livres. Its 
Situation tempted her : 'Tis a Ipa- 
cious Cattle, with fine Appurtenances^ 
at the End of a large Market-Town, 
within four Leagues oi PariSy ten from 
Verfailles^ and four from Cbartres. It 
produced only between ii and 12,000 
Livres per Year ; but fhe improired it 
jR> well by that methodical and frugat 
Spirit which was natural to her, and 
by letting tip Linen Manufaftorics ia 
k, in which flie employed Flemmingf 
and Nermansy that it afterwards yielded 
her from 15 to 16,000 Livres. At 
her coming to take Pofleflion of it flic 
feid, ' Here 1 intend to die. * 



Maintenoh in 1679. There are two Mit 
takes in this Line : i. MbihtinoH was bought 
five Years, foonec, in 1 674. a. It was pur* 
chafed by Madam Scar^n^ and not by the 
King.. 

Th© 
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^ The King faw her fo well pleafcd 
with the Acquifition of this Marqui- 
fate, that he gave her the Title of it, 
and affeiSted three or four Times to 
call her the Marchionefs deMaintenon. 
Some thought that this Change of 
Name had been concerted between her 
and the King. Her Friends reproached 
her with fcorning her Hufband*s Name. 
Her Enemies, and fuch as were envi- 
ous of her Profperity, called her Ma^ 
dam de Maintenant *. . She feigned 
to be ignorant of all the Refledtions of 
the Publick, wrap'd herfelf up in her 
Irinocency, and from that Time figned 
the Marchionefs de Maintenoriy the Name 
we Ihall from henceforward give her. - 



* A Puo, which fignifies Madam now, or 

FROM HBNCEFORTH. 



This 
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This Changp was more ufeful to heir 
than (he herfelf forefaw : For how could 
Ihe have afcended to fo high a Statipa 
as fhe (fid, with the Name of Scaron^ 
z Citizen's "Name ; a Name that al- 
ways put People in mind of fpmethij^ 
low and huijefquc, . Fortune depends 
Jonly (Ml a Trifle. How would Ftkince 
have bowed to the Widow of a Man^ 
whofe Name alone .excited Laughter ? 
"AH the Gravity of the Widow^ coultf 
iot wipe off the'lmpreflions »mad^ hf 
.the-HuIband's Name;. It was. necci^ 
fery that Madam de Maintenon Ihouli 
(caufe Madam Scaron ta be forgotten., 

" The jgeeat Liking fhe took to her 
Eftatej encreafed her Relilh for a foli- 
..ttry Life.. This Paflkm -was oftcni 
diwarted. She h^d Men. at workthere„ 
and could, not obtain one fingle Day ta 
go and give them Direftions. Never 
did fhe compl^dn of her Subjedtioa. 
I^ifkmore Vivacity nor with lefs Rea^ 

fi>n«. 
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fon* Sk« was difturbed by $ht Fe«r 
of Law*ilutSy. and aoc finding heifelf 
iit 'to gp tfar^gh fiidi Bufkefsy flie 
referred them ^ to ArbUratwu 

The Duke ^ MahCy alw^s imak» 
^Iways ikkly, foQnd a great deal c^ 
Exercife for hc;r Tendemeis a&d Yiyar 
city. This Pnifcc ^vas bom withouc 
4ny Def^ cu* BkttiiQt; but vlien iie 
^ three -Ytfacs old, it w4s. obferved 
Aat pijp.of JustlLw® l^sewr'rtsak. Af* 
l»r tryifg^ imwy 8t«cdtcs -,iii j^qxl^ 
^^^^tl^Kii^s AAPhjEficitn, wai; 
of Opiiuon that he ihould b^ fent to» 
the Waters of £4?r^^. Madam 4&A&(0^ 
le»^» accQiDpanied him d^iidier. The* 
young Prince, whole Name was na 
longer a Secret, had gteat lianoura. 
I^aid him at every Town on die Road; 
He hinniiyf already Jcjnew what he was. 
One Pay, as Madam jdb Mtin^eaon waa 
tXhcjirting him to leave off feme haughty^ 
Ways he was guihy cC fte cold hin>. 
^t the King was ^flhcr than be ; to. 
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iwrhich the Prince anfwcred, Mt is a 

* very cafy Matter for him to be fo ; 
** he knows full well his Rank, and I 

* know not what mine is.* 

. Pafling through PaiSoUj fhe faw her 
Helations, was received by them as a 
Perfon in Favour at Court, took it as 
idndly as if fhe had always been fo, 
reconciled herfelf fincercly with the 
Villettesj who had forgot her ever fince 
ihe had cl^anged her Religion, made 
Enquir/afcer the Hiftory of her Houfe^ 
learned that fhe was defcended from 
one of the befl Families in the Pro- 
vince, and was only the humbler iot 
the Diicovery. 

From Barege fhe ufed to write di- 
reftly to the King. Her Letters pleaf- 
ed him much : There was nothing flu- 
died, but all was admirably natural, 
elegant, eafy and judicious. * I fhould 
? never have thought, faid Louisj that 

* a Wit could write fo well.* 

i.--i- " The 
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The King's Encomiums on her Stile 
have probably ferved for the Grounds 
of the foUoM/ing Story, which obtains 
every where, and which I infert here . 
only to* confute it. 

The King having one Day put to 
Madam de Montefpan one of thdfc ^ 
Queftions, which fuppofe that a Prince 
ixlay be loved for his own Sake, but is 
ntver fure of being fo ; the Favourite 
anfwered him as all Miftrefles anfwer 
their Lovers. The.King^at parting told 
her a little dry, that fhe might pofDbly 
dfcceive herf^lf. Madam de Montefpan 
being alarmed at the Tone in whiqh 
thefe Words were uttered, imparted. 
her Uneafinefs to Madam i(tf Maintenon ; 

* I will not, faid fhe to her, let him go 

* to bed upon this Notion ; I will unde- 

* xeive him 5 I .will write to him im- ' 

* mediat3ely/ But no Thoughts oc- 
curred, her Imagination was frozen, 
her Heart was dumb. She had Re- 

courfe 



courfe to Madam de Malta enpp^ who, 
'On* the^ Spotj drew up an- ipgeniaus, 
tetter, whiclh* the Pivoufile . copied; 
and- fcnt" to the King*.- His Majefty; 
^Was mlghtify^takeii with it; and ma4e' 
her fuch fine Compliments upon it, th^, 
being afhamed to receive them,.lhe 
acknowledged thkt^e/h^'fet herielf* 
offVith the Genius oT^Iadam id; Main^ 
tenon. Louis applauded Iher Sinceritjr,, 
but was vexed that Kis Miftirefs fiiouXd 
want any Body's AOIftaiice to tell him 
that Ihe loved him perfonally, ab- 
ftraftedly from his Dignity. .His Aver- • 
fion to Madam de Maintenon ceaifedj 
and he wanted to try whether Ihe had 
the fame "delicate Senfibility of Heart 
that Ih&^fcbveredbyherPea. . 

This Story is tu nKer Fi&ion. M*- 
dam de MontefpaUj ^ha had rrnuch le6 ' 
good Senie,. lefs Knowledge acq^ked* 
by Books, lefs Complaifance thai) Man: 
dam ^ Maintenoif^ had marc Wtf, a:, 
. . I more 
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ittore brilKanr Iftiaginatic^n, a more- 
Ifvely-arrd lafting Fire. She had no 
Need ' of borrowing any; Body ^r Pen. 
I 'Wave feen Letters* of hers, which arc 
«qual to thofe of SevignL Oh the 
other Hand, Madam de MaitUenm 
taoL Ttsodtt difapproved every Thing 
that: fwooired': of ' Gallantry) and dif- 
approved of it too openly to be fa com- 
pUtifitnt ^n fif di ^n Occafioh. 

At her Return to Court,, ihc 
fouiid'herfelf expofed agaip to the fame 
Vexations. One is furprized to fee . 
•cternat X^anrels, Complaints, Re- 
proaches, Infiilts, and already^ a Kind 
of RivaHHip between two Ladies, whofe 
Condkion-w^s fo ddfFerent; However 
fantaftical and imperious we may fup- 
p6fe the firft to be, did' not a State of - 
Deptendance, did not Gratitude oblige, 
the otfic^ to bear all Things patiently ? 
The haughty Airs and rough Language 
of Madam i^'Afcj^i?^if» were riot alto- 
. ' gether 
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gether unjuftifiable. She faw a Perfon 
whom fhe had relieved in Diftrefs, gra- 
dually gaining the King's Confidence, 
who began to dread no longer the Con- 
vcrfation of the great Wit. 

Madam de Maintenon obtained the 
Government oiCoignac ior her Brother; ^ 
and M. de Louvcis made her wait for . 
this Favour no longer than was necef- 
fary to enhance the Value of it. The 
ftridt Piety, which fhe made Profeffion 
of, did not make her ridiculous in thc;. 
Eyes of the Courtiers, and rendered 
her more lovely in the King's Eyes. 
Madam de la Valiere^ who no longer 
hoped to regain a Heart that had had 
Time enough to forget her, began to 
think of atoning for Sins, which, hap- 
pily for her Salvation, Ihe could no lon- 
ger commit. Every Day Ihe curiedthe 
Court, but had not Refolution enough 
to forfake it. At length Grace tri- 
umphed; Her Retreat was refolved 

upon 
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tipon ; :fhe/ opened her Heart to Ma- 
dam dt Aiaintenon, as a Perfon the molt 
capable of judging coolly of a Projefl: 
which is oftenenthc EfFeft of Dcfpon- 
dency thah the Fruit of Piety. 

V 

Overcome by a fublime Sentiment, 
fuc^h as tender Souls ought to have, fhe 
thought that .none but God could fill 
;the Place which the King had occupied 
in her Heart. Every Part of her Con- 
duft was to be admirable : There had 
been no Precedent of fuch a delicate 
Paflion as hers ; and there was to be 
no Example- of the Aufterity of her 
Penance. 

Being one Day with Madanii? Main- 
temn 2,1 the King's Hunting, Ihe de- 
.clawed her Defign of turning Carme- 
lite : Madam de Maintenon was ftartled 
.at this Mark of Confidence in her. 
'Tis a Projedt, faid the Duchefs, which 
I have long had in my Head, and to 
prepare, myfelf for it, I wear a Hair- 
L Shift 



Aks I replied LaF^^kn^ the Crim of 
having kmai too mucb. Madaai 
dc Mamiemm entrcafiod h^ tti thiak a 
little longer of it, Ihcwed her the Con- 
iiequence of a firft Step, and a&ed her 
whether fhe thought her Conftituttoit 
ftrong enough to bear the hi(k of a 
Carmelite Hun, after it had &x long 
been accu(k>nied to Luxury and Plea^ 
fures. Ah! Madam, anfwered fhe» 
pointing t^ the King and Madam 
d& Mon^fpan^ * In cafe I find any Hard? 
^ fliips in it, I need only call to miod 
« al} the Plagues and Torn^ncs tkoie 
^ two Perfons have made nie fufi^r^' 

Madam de la Valiere executed that 
Defi^n vdth all the Magnanimity^ "<rf a 
Heroine. She did not regret the Wo^; 
fcarcdy did the Remembrance oi the 
Pi-ince whom ibe had adored, force 
a Sigh from her. She parapkra&d 
that fine Pfalm where Iki^ (feplove4 

Sins 



Binf of WnAuek deeper T)f€ t ^ ^le fbuJU^ 
•or thw^ett flw found, all tRe Senti* 
tmilts iDf Love, Faidt ind Gbnerkiofi 
-ef the Pfalmift infinitely- iirfenot €o 
her own. She pafled * thirty-five Yeats 
In thoft Aiiftetities ; much greater, iff 
the Eyes of ChrifUans, under Sack- 
cloth, humbled at the Feet of the Ajk 
tarjf, than when (bated next die Throne, 
ihe beheld a World of trembling Flat- 
terers begging a favcatrable Look from 
lier. 

Madaim Sp fa Falkre^t ^Gonmer^otl 
ccntnbn^ to make Madam dt Maith' 
temn fick of the World: She had aK 
moft done witfe it, and would hare re* 
tired from it, had not Fortune, which 



* She entered upon her Noviciate the ad 
of yunij 1674* niade Profeilion die 4th of 
Jl»»f> 267 S> bf the Name dSi&ti Z&kifa 
^Mftff^ ful^iedtl^ft^hcf JuvSy JFjiOt 
aged 65. 
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^pits itfelf^with our Inclinations^ as 
n^ellas our Projedts, decided that Ihc 
/hould govern the fame World which 
ihcdctefted. 

The Baths of Bar^e had afluaged 
the Duke du Maine's Difcafe, but af- 
fefted no Cure, After this he was car- 
ried to * Antwer^y to be fliewn to a 
l^hyiician, whofe Skill was much cry'd 
up i and as they would not have the 
Child to be known, in order to avoid 
the Expence and Trouble of Ceremo- 
ny, Madam de Maintenon went this 
Journey, by the Name of die Marchi- 
cnefs ie Suger. The Empyric's Re- 
medies were violent. Madam de Main- 
temn could not bear the Sight of the 
Apparatus, which made one of the By- 
ftanders fay, * We don't know who is 



* My Memoirs place, this Journey in 
1675, Madam di Sevignfu Lettm &j it was 
in the following Year, 

ft .1 !thc 

2 
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'^ the Father' of this Chfld, but moft 

* certainly this muft be his Mother.* 
The little Duke, already afeamedof 
expofing his Infirmities to Foreigners j 
faid to the Phyfician, ' However, Sir» 
^ I was not hdm in .this Condition ; 
.' look at my Mother; and my Papa 

* is far frcMTi being lame.* 

The Quack forced !^J■atu^e ; ho; 
lengthened the Leg; but not ftrengthen'd 
it, and fent back the Duke to Parisi 
jvith a Promife that he fhould limp no 
more, .but really with a greater Aptncfs 
to it than^ ever. Madam de Moniefpan 
laid the Blame of it on Madam de Main- 
tenon. The King was more equitable ; 
he rewarded her Care and Trouble, and 
made her Amends- for the Ingratitude 
of the Favourite^ 

^ They hoped that a fecond Journey 

to Barege would fucceed better. The 

L 3 King. 
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King diibeid^ wkh Madim /^ iMUt^t 
/^»m's g6ing thither; but ihe cxwld 
not obtaih the HkeDiipenfatton in fe-' 
gard to her Tcndcrnds far the Princci 
They had no rt\orc Succefs at B^r^i 
than at Antwerp. But her Letters were- 
fiill admired, and infpired Lmii XIV^ 
with an Eftcem for het, which procurU 
her freih Mortifications at her Return*. 

Mad^un de Motaejpan gave her broad 
Hints Aat (he had na fwther Oecafiori 
for her Services, ai^ did not coxiioik; 
tao her the Edueatioa of thePrtiice diat 
iKas bom in 1677, nor of die Princeft 
Ihe wks delivered of the following; 
Year. Madam (U MkiMenon^ whohaA 
been for kaving the Court while Ihe 
thought of being rejpiftedi refufed 
to quit it the Moment it was inlfc^ 
BUated to her that her Prefence w» 
trc^oisfeibtne^ ^ Xiiejr have wanted ta 



• gpt tid of me, {ays (he in a Letter to 

• her firother, but have hot fuccecdedj 

• fp\x kx3f>^ I am not eafily fhaken oflf; 

• and WB ihall fee a pretty old Age^ iif 

• old Age can be prfetiy.* 

Kevcrthekfe, (he endeavoured to ap- 
^aie Madam de Montefpan^s Jealoufy. 
Sht primed a fmall CoUedlion of the 
|>uke du Jidaini's Themes, and dedi- 
cated it to her, under the Title of 
Mtfeellanies ^f an Author under ftven 
3C^ars of 4se\ Thia Colleftion con-. 
jfifted of a few Billets, which all con- 
tained fomethihg dielicate, pretty, and 
artful, feleft hiftoric^ Paffages, ^e- 
fleftions and Maxims. One of t|jof6 
MaKims runs thus : * Though it were. 

• bearing Witftefs ^ainft myfelf, I 

• muft confefs, that Princes are ex- 

• ceeding ^ad when they receive, but 
^ ore not cfaearful when tb^ tsak^ Pre- 
? fchts/ 

L4 Tits 
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This litde CoUedion made a Ndfc 
on account of the Epiftle dedicatory. 
That Epiftle was turned in the mb& 
delicate Manner -, the King and his 
Miftrefs were ingenioufly praifed, with- 
out any mean Adulation : A finer 
Compofition in this Kind was never 
read. It was afcribed to Madam de 
Maintenon^ though ihe had not put her 
Name to it : But who befides the 
Prince's Governante had a Right to 
prefent that Book to Madam de Mon- 
fejpan, and to talk to her with that 
Air of Intimacy, Familiarity and Con- 
cern ? Some thought it was too well 
wrote, too corred to be entirely the 
Produdftion of a Woman : But thofe 
Critics did not know Madam de Maifi- 
tencHj or were ignorant that the Duke 
du Maine's Education had made as 
great an Addition to her former Stocfk 
of Knowledge, as it. had coft hfcr 

Watchings and Cares. 

* - .* . 

Quar- 
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Quarrels and Friendftiips both began 
Again; for Tendemefs was wanting 
in their Love, and Animofity in their 
Quarrels, 
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CHAP X. 

JMadam de Maintenott inbigb Fa-^ 
vour. 

•* '^ could neither live together nor 
part. Sbmetini«s Uavois was- deputed 
to reconcile them ^ fi>metinies the King, 
himfelf would take Cognizance of their 
Differences. ^ It is ea/ier for me, iaid 
^ he, to give Peace to Europe^ than ta 
^ make Peace betweeatwo- Women. ^ 
Having one D^ found them botk at 
high Words, he defired t& know the 
Matter^ -* If youi-Majefty,, iaid Ma* 
^ dam 4^Aiaint^mwith greatWarmth,, 
• will ftep into that Clofet, Vli inform 
^ ypu/ He went in i and Madam ^ 
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Maintenonj after giving him a lively 

. Dcfcnption of all the Hardlhij[>s ihe 

. vent through, added, that ifae coold 

• bo longer live witfi a Lady whofc Cha- 

rafter was Harfhncfs itfelf. * Harfh- 

* nefs \ cried the Kihg ^ fo far from 

* it, that whenever the Cafe of any 

* unhappy Objedt is i^lated to hcf, t 

* fee her teaulifuJ Eyes .filled with 

* Tears.* * And t fee, replied Madan> 

* de Maintenon^ that you are ftiD ia 

* Love with her : Is this. Sire, what 

* you promifed me ? ' The Kingieem-- 
ing to be touched, (he feized the Op- 
portunity to bring him back to Reli- 
gion, fet before him the Example of* 
Di^wi, urged to him the Love and 
Fear of God, and, proceeded fo lat ai 
to fay, * You love your Mou^uetaires 

* very well i andyet if you heard that 

* any one of tiiem did what you your-- 
« felf are doing, you would turn hka 

* out of the Troop.' Louh finiled^ 
and thanked her. ' Don't thiok, addied 

1 ^ftc* 
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* Ihc, that thefe Counfcls are didaced 

* by Revenge : 'Tis Religion, *tis my 

* Zeal for your Glory, that urges me 

* to fpeak ; *tis a Defire to behold in 

* you the beft Chriftian, as the World 

* already fees in yourPerfon the greatefl 

* King ; *tis the Vexation of fpending 

* my Life with Perfons who daily of-: 

* fend God, and give Europe the fcanr 

* dalou3 Example of a Woman un- 
^ faithful to her Spoufe, and a Mai> 

* that forcibly detains his Neighbour'? 

' Wife/ 

•> 

Madam deMaintenon never was more 
eloquent and amiable than when lh6 
fpoke with Emotion. Her Eyei 
iparkled, every Feature, every Mulcic 
was animated ; her Complexion tinged 
with the Irveli'eli Colours, her Sout 
fceming to hover upon her Lips ; and 
her Speech was like the Voige of Wifr 
doHi itfelf. This Conference proved 
fatal to Msddm de ,MonteJ^an : It. a.- 
> wakened 
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waJ^en^d the .Scruplcsr of Lcuis^ Con- 
fcience, who began to feel a great deal 
of Remorie. fince his Love was grown 
coid ; and it infpired him with fo ten- 
der an Efleem for Madam di Mainte* 
noHy that it wanted but little of real 
Love. He promifed her that he would 
break his Chains, and think feriouflf 
of his Salvation. 

As foon as he came out of the Clo^ 
fet) MontifpaHy who very well gueflfed 
at the Mifchief Madam de Maintenoh 
had been doing her, haftened to pre^ 
vent the ill Cbnfequences of this Com- 
veifation-: She flew to the Arms o£ 
her Lover J who pufhed her from him'.. 
She wept,' lamented, and vindicated^ 
hc#lelf. 

The Kfng told her that Madam A 
Maintenon h^d only given him good 
Covinfels ; that it was Time to put jan 
JEnd to the Staftdal he gaive his Peo- 
ple i 
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phi Aathe fHlI lo^ed her, !>ut that 
ie muft 6Verconfic his PiSioti : |fe 
Exhorted her ft) gain the like fiCtorf 
over b^ Heart, and then tol4 hei: th^ 
he woxild Mver fee hfcf again in ftfhrate* 

Wonfe like theft were Thanden 
ftt her R^ ami GriidF ftic fomctitnti 
inveighed bitterly agsinS Madam A: 
Maintenaih and fometimes endeavoured 
m^m her faf FiKMRilb^ P^«l^nts, Bpri 
mifis andCar^BfSi ho.t Miini4im ^a4 
jnfksohte^ wddcolasidftohtrvduii't^ 
mAy Megas t^ Uve .agiTeodM^ atvQotarll 
was abloluidy tx> f on^unee her Ptflioi^ 
^.You may ^ well, ^wered jt6«»» 
^ tefpanlf te^ my Hear| p^C 

The Pious triumphed, the .I^hf^t 
tines turned pale, but fenfible People 
fbrefaw that this Sik>nn would iboa 
blow ovcjE : So much ?eaugr yet on. ' 
one Siide^ and fo little Pefire on th^ 
©tlier, was a Violence to Nature,^ wHieti 
<MuIii*xiotlafHong^ 
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l^b/tre^f^ the V^op of Ccndem 

ftd^ened ta impl-ave thefe firft Mo- 

Hiehti of Fervor: He fpoke to thfr 

iCiiig with great Energy and Eloquence,, 

fedeiV«d ^ Compliimn^ of all the 

Court, ftli^ titthekl it off Bat Sakdy,, 

when they called him anothec St. y^ 

i^^T^^ TJ^ Preachers were am&itiouss 

€f iharing^ his Glory^ and declaimed 

like Apoitles again^ Fornication and 

Adultery. . One pf^iem ia particular,. 

e:i^upding Math0t(.s ParaJ^,.was bold 

^fXQ^ghr to apply k to the King, and 

Rowing, warm upon the Matter, di- 

xefied his Speech to him twenty Times; 

m thdfe Words,, ^u es tile vir. The 

King aOced what the Preacher meant^ 

and was hi^y irritaD^d when he found 

&at: thefe Words fignificd, Tlfau art: 

ihe Mani. The Courtiers, who per-^ 

Jbapfr wece not &ixj chat the King, 

fliould be told ah^r(k iTruthr would 

mA be though capable of being; 

pleaibi' 
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plcafed with it ; and therefore endea- 
voured to foment the King's Refent- 
ment againft that imprudent -Prieftr. 
But Lauis^ who was yet in his firft 
warm Fit of Devotion, and would have 
facrificed a Province to an Inftance of 
Magnanimity, anfwered them, • Ht 
^ has done his Duty ; let la do ours.' - 

By Degrees, this pious FervOr re- 
laxed. What Madam de Maintenon 
had required was too hard to be. per- 
formed. Louis XIV.. was not yet old 
enough. He ipent whole Hours with 
her, promifed her Miracles, durft not 
talk to her about Love, was weary of 
pining, but fond* to pafs away the irk* 
fome Hours with none but herfelfi 
Madam de Montefpan was enraged at 
it, liftened to no Counfellor but her 
Ftiry, and* was imp1rud6nt enough to 
accufe Maintenon of loving the King, 
and of being beloved by^ hihi. TKis 
Sufpition was fo often repeated, that 
thcRing^enurcd-hlmfelf to it, and was 

charmed. 



C 233 ) 
charmed that Madam de Monteffan 
judged this Intimacy to be crimiin^ 
only, bccaufe he was afraid it might 
Juve been deemed ridiculous. He 
had no Occafion to make a formal De-: 
claration, as he was fure of being ere- 
dited,: only, upon his faintly denying 
it : And, indeed. Madam de McAnHnon 
might perhaps have never been her 
JRival, had Ihe not been groundlefly 
accufed of being fo. This Idea was 
eradicated, and by Raillery and Jefts 
-&t down in the Number .of Impoffi- 
Wlitics. ^ • . ^ 

The King .was feeking to return to 

Jiia Miftrefs and his Pleafures ; but he 

.wanted to do it in fuch a Manner, that 

his Meafures might not be defeated by 

thofe who expeAed, according to his 

Promife, that he would break oflf the 

Engagements M, Boffu^et^ whofe Zeal 

,was too warm to be prudent,, tire^ 

.. him with Exhortations, and talked tp 

a 
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i ttkict of ftf^g Paffi6ris WitK s^ 
A« Sev^rky <tf a Fftther of tteCMitdt i 
lit it^uired ^f him aDiihifl&ori ift 
Form^ a DifiniiSion m Writihg. The 
King confented to it s^ and^ ta leave 
fabn no Haom to doubt of k» would 
have hhri be the fieftrtit df" it : But; 
lilftead of the crud A^eu he had pro^ 

paflloMM Stialfi. Tlte KAop deli*- 
Vefed k to Madai6 i^ MoHtt^mi and 
broUg^' batk an AniWet ^ morfe 
tendei*. tThk^Tc^tti^ee^laftidietra*^ 
Days : Solemn Pronrifes of Fidelity 
were made, Meafures were concerted^ 
Meetings, appointed, and the Prelate 
^as all the while the Meflengcr.^ Thejr 
met isigaia, tidked with a Familiarity 
becoming none but Lovers; and the 
cringing Behaviour of the Courtier* 
beginning to be manifeft, M. Boffuel 
plainly perceived that he had been 
duped in .this AfiaJr. He had done 
Ac very Thing which Lauzun or Vardes. 

would 
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i^toulkl have been iAumfiied. of <ibtrig^ 
Madtm 4e Mot^^n. confofod hii»» 
iod <fae King mdde H^ Amends fat 
tibe Ridicule he had JbeeH expofed ta . 

Madam ^i? MginUnM aj^ted (lothing^ 
©f her Aufteritf, aijd inftilled Part of 
her Sentiments into her Rival. The 
jUtt^r was * puzzled between the Con» 
Sequences t^at might attmd a ]S.etun|^ 
of FarourS) aad^ th& Danger of no^ 
j^ambg any mcMre i betw^e^ ^e Feap 
pf being lavi£b of thenn and the Drea^ 
of their being iougfat eUewhece. Main^ 
Hnon prd&d her to eohfine herfelf to 
f^riendihip •, bat (he could hot r^folvc 
bpon this. So. many Gh^ms yet re^ 
maining, and to much Pride, could 
hardly put up with the fecond Place. 
Thei:e was a flrong Jealoufy ; but drd 
Jealoufy .ever prevent any thing ? 
There had been a certain Regiwd and 

♦ See Sti^f^fs Len^tsy Sept. 30, 1676. 
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Ceriemony obferved towards Madam di 
Maintenon \ and thofe Marks of Di- 
Hindtion had been taken notice of. She 
is too well advifed, faid fomc People, 
to fet up the Standard of fuch Perfidy, 
with fo little Probability of long en- 
joying it : By this ihe would open a 
.Door to Infidelity, and only fcrve as a 
Failage to go to others younger and 
liandfomer than herfelf. This is what 
was faid at Paris by inquifitive People, 
never rightly informed, forward to 
ih^aw Confequences, and accuftomcd 
to flander every body in high Favour. 

: Madam de Maintenon was incapable 
of being ccMicerned in any Intrigues of 
Gallantry ; and her Reputation was fb 
well eftabliflied, that Montefpan con- 
cealed all her Pleafures from her as 
carefully as if they had been the greateft 
Crimes : She dreaded her Looks, and 
once, in her Pregnancy, Ihe wrote thus 
to- her : * I am afraid of your Prefence, 
* and that you Ihould fix your gjpeat 

* black 
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* blatk Eyes upon me in thfc Condition 
« I am in/ On Fall Days fhe ufed to 
make the Servants v^eigh before hey 
Face. the Bread Ihe was. to cat at her 
Collation : Madam deMaihtenon laughs 
ed; at this Precifenefs -, and the Fat 
vourite would then fay to her, * What{ 

* bccaufe we indulge one Sin, do you 
f imagine we muft therefore offend in 

* all Things?' 

Madam de Maintenon had foipetimes 
agreeable Relaxations. Her Eftate took 
up her leifure Hours ; fhe embeUifhed 
the Caftle -, and the famous LeNautre^ 
by the King's Orders, took Charge of 
the Works : She daily found fome 
Prefent there \ fhe made a Colle<5tion 
of the K^Shires of fuch Perfons as were 
dear to her, and fet up ufeful Manu- 
Fadories in her Lands, 

* Her Eflablifhment was folid ; it was 
agreeable to the King's Tafte and to 
Virtue ; Her Brodier's was Icfs fo > for 

it 



d'Aiikigni had ibme Merits bu^- not 
enough tagttUm A NjU^: H^^dk 
\pf Nature ibrm^ «a tivie Ktifaotictedt 
«ii4 tneU Age cd Ise fbrgoanm* H^ 
iiad VQjry Imk Atiibiticiis Md, IriA 
tiuich Indotence, a great De&e to profit 
by Hie ^ftef^s Elctaiidn. He bad 
Seftfe enou^, ^ut noiiiing in it grace- 
ful or brilliant. In his Temper he 
was uneven and haughty, confequeatly 
^feafily governed ; without Gall or Ma- 
lice, and yet apt to create himfelf Ene- 
mies 5 irrefolute ^d wavering, devout 
by Fits and Starts^ a Lover of Pomp 
and Pageaatry, aod dclightipg in ^1 
thofe frivolous Things which IjttlQ 
Minds are fo fond o/, and which ibme- 
times even feduce great Souls v Iquaa- 
3ering immenfe-Sums at play, withput 
the leaft Notion of any other Diver* 
^fm. Qoe Day a& he wa» fta^og at 
PharacJi, afid layicig H^p» of iaat44d 
C^ld <^9 t^ Card^ tiiie, J4aii^4 4^ 
J Vi- 
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#^WK hftppVm^ t» MOM kh w4 
p^iNifiag fe m^h Momsy utiwt^ and 

.^ fljcaed, iaid hf , t^t »q.l>o4r but 
^ toni^lf {«i4d play ^ da^. ' T9 
5riwct^W'-r/«%f#^ in 4 Airly Tpne, re- 
jfcly^d^. «'T.i* Iw^auii ) faavi: had Vfff 
^ P^toon ia Money/ 

Madam de^Mamknon thai^kt to cyrs 
iwn of all hi$ Faultjs^ by gtviag him a 
.Wife. . She pitched upon Mademoifeik 
4^ Fl^iff».y who was youn^ amiably 
f^fidi yejy haadib^e, but whofe ASoStsi- 
fiqn was fo diipleaimg to the Count 
d^Aubipie^ that on the Eve of his Mar^ 
riage, he hefitated a long while whether 
he fhould conclude it. The Nuptials 
were celebrated zt Maintenon^ and ho- 
noured with the Prefence of Perfons of 
the firft Rank, and even by Madam de 
IdonitJpM. This was no happy Mar- 
riage \ d^Aubtgnc perceived too late, 
fhat it is very difficult for a Man of 

Forty 
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iFoYty-to agree with the Humours of a 
-Wife of Fifteen : They often differed 
without a Caule, and always tirade up 
the Breach withbutTcndernefs: JSO^ - 
dam ie Maintenon gave Counfels, made 
Reproaches, and ventured upon Me- 
naces, but was little regarded ; Ma- 
dam d\Aubigne continued to be carelefs 
in the Choice of her Conjpany, to be 
fond of laughing without having any 
Sort of Inclination to it, to be afiefted *. 
in her Difcourfe, to make her Huiban^ 
mad, and without giving him any Caufe 
of being jealous, and with great Pride to 
value herfelf upon the Credit of her 
iSifter-in-law. 



CHAP 
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C HA P. XL 

^be Manbionefs de Maintenbn a 
DreJJer to /be Daupbinefs^ 

THE Dauphin's Marriage put the 
whole Court into Motion. The 
Dauphinefs's Houfliold w^ to be fornfi- 
ed, and every body afpired at a Place 
in it : Many were making Intereft for 
the higheft Polls ; but the King had 
no "Regard ib SoHicitatibns, and con- 
fulted with none but Madam dt Main* 
ttnbrty who named to him the Duchefii 
de Ricbelieu for Lady of Honour,, and 
tht MarlhaL de Rocbefort's Lad/ to he 
one of the Dreflers -, ' but where Xo 
^ find the other, added Ihe, I tnud 
M ' con- 
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« confefs myfelf at a Lofs.* • Take 
^ no more Thought about it, faid thft 

* King; youlhaJl have the Place your- 

♦ felf, if you like it/ 

Madam de MaintenoH was furprized 
at the Offer, and could hardly com- 
pofe hesrfclf : She returned Thanks, 
declined it fometinics 5 but, at the 
King's Inftances, at laft accepted it. 
She obtained for 'hir Friend Madam A 
Mcncbevreuil the* Place of Governds 
of the Maid^ of Honour, who werei 
Mademoifelle de Lauweftein and Made- 
Aiolfelle de Rambures. 

The Marcluoneis de Mmtefpan^ ha- 
Ting been actuftcxned to difpofe of 
fuch Places, was prodigioufly nettled 
that her Advice had not been fb much 
OS alked. She no longer hoped to 
drire her Rival from Court, by dint 
^fillUfag^andDi%uft8: She there* 

fore 



1 
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iovt diflembled her (frief ; and, like 
iier, was fefolvcd to keep her Footing 
M Court by a greater Employment. 

The Poft of Super-intendant of the 
.Queen's Houlhoid was very convenient 
for her : The Countefs of Soijfons held 
it ; but how to prevail on her to part 
, from it, flie knew not. A favourable 
Opportunity oflfercd. LouvoiSj who 
had taken it into his Head to affront 
and bear down all that was yet great 
in France^ caufed the Fiery Chamber 
to be erefted for the Profecution of 
Poifoners. The .greatcft Lords were 
fummoned before this Tribunal; among 
others were Marfhal Luxembourg^ the 
Duchefs oi Bouillony and the Countefs 
of Soijfonsj who were on the Point of 
being committed to Prifon. The 
Countefs retired to Brujfelsy and was 
obliged to fell, her Employment to 
M^am de Montefpan^ who paid her 
Ml very 
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very iil for it, and ibought flic had 
madje a migl>ty AeqUifition : But fhc 
foon became fenfible, that when Cre- 
dit and Inflvicnce decline, they are 
not to be revived by a Poft at 
Court. 

Madam de Maintenon could no 
longer look upon that delightful Re- 
tirement, which fhe fo earneftly longH 
for, as an Event at Hand : rier 
Chains at Court grew heavier. How- 
ever, fhe was no longer in a State of 
Servitude and Dependance, as her ]^n1- 
ploymcnt in the Dauphinefs's Houihold 
iet her free ' from Madam de Mon- 

She had apprehended that this new 
Poft would iiibjcA her to Pomp and 
PleaJiircs, and Idlenefs, which d^d not 
at all agree with her Inclinations j but 
fhe found herfelf miftakcn. The Dau- 
phinefs loved nothing but SoEtiidc j 

and 



. . (.^5 7 

and after the fifft Entertainments and 
Fieftivitics were over, her fioufe look- 
Gi more like a Monaftery than af 
Court. This Princefs was not hand- 
fomc 5 but (he was very agreeable ; 
and in. that Defire fh« had to fay 
every thing that nirght pleafe, fhe 
ihewed great Senfe and Dignity. San- 
fuin had faid to the Kihg, ' Sire, 
•^ ipaise her at the fifft Glance, and 
^ you*ll find^ no Fault with her after- 

* wards;' and Sdnguin W2is certainly 
T^ht. She loved the Beaux jirtSy was: 
a Judge of them-, and fhe had adorn- 
ed her Mind with them. One Day 
the King faying to her, * You have 

* not told me, Madam,, that your' 

* Sifter, Madam d'e To/cane^ is ex-' 

* tremely beautiful y *' fhe anfwercd,, 

* Is it poflibre for me to remember 

* that my Sifter poileiles all the Beauty 

* of the Family, whilft Len^py all thc^ 
f JHappinefs of it ? '' 

. M3 With. 
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With, this happy Talent o£ capci4 
rating all Hearts, it waa- not difficult 
for her to win that of her Miftce&^ 
though of an imperious^ ynevto T^m^ 
per. Being ever attentive to the. Pro-, 
grefs of heF Fortvme, Ihe did not cvcir 
qegled fuch Trifles as might bring, her 
into higher Favoun Sht loft one Piece ^ 
of Difcreuon upon the Daup^:' ^le 
fent him ja ;Cane, the Head of which* 
was a Fome^anate of Gold and Rub- 
bles : The Crown opened, and Ihewed 
the Picture of the Dauphine/s, und^ , 
which was this Device, il piu grata, 
nafcondfi. The fame. Device had Jbeen 
^rmerly made for the Countefs di, 
Grignan^ and was then looked upon as. 
a Hyperbole; but in regard to this. 
Princefs it was ftriftly true *. 



Srv/^wTs Letters^ ^i May^ x^Bo. 

At 
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At .the Death of the Duchcfs & 
jiickelieu the King would have made 
her Lady of Honour; but flic reprev 
icntcd to him, that this Place would 
cxpofe her to the Refle£tions of envious 
Minds, who ought rather, to be dif- 
armed by Moderation than irritated bjf 
p4ride. Louis approved of her Delicacy 
in this Point, and at her Requeft nor 
imnated Madam i\ArfaJQH^ her ol(| 
Friend, and Sift^er of that Beuvron\ witht. 
whom flie had fpent fo. many agreeable 
Hours in her Youth, and whom (he 
ilways protected in hei: Prolperity. 

Madam de Montefpan was no longer 
cxpofcd to the Oppofitions and Contra- 
didions of Maintenon\ neither did they 
vifit one another any more : Wherever 
they met, they conver/ed together with 
fo great a Shew of Tendernefs, that the 
World thought them fincere Friends.. 
Oiie Day when (Aliged to take an. 
M4 Airing, 
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Airing together in the ftmc Coacfr,, 
*' Let us ftep in, faid Madam de Mon- 

* tefpatiy and look a little like good 

* Friends J we fiiall Jove one anothei? 

* not at all the more for it/ 

The Count ^Auhignl was ao left 
forward to proclaim her Credit and Ire 
flucnce at Court, Aan ftie was careful 
to conceal it, as if all his Merit lay ia 
being her Brother: He talked of it ia 
a ridicutous Manner, ^d his Speeches 
were repeated to Madam de Maintenon\ 
but with great Complaifajice to repair 
his In^rudence, (he was obliged to im- 
pofe upon her beft Friends in this Point 3^ 
fb that Paris ufed to fend back Stories, 
to Verfailles^ which undeceived inqui- 
iitive Minds, or at leaft kept them ia 
fufpence. She knew that the Cabal pf 
the Vi^uonnes only fought an Opportu- 
riity to do her a Prejudice, and that 
the Abbeffe de Fountevrault had decided 
that it was betfer her Fall Ihould be 

gcatlei, 
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gentle, by throwing her into Ridicule,, 

than precipitately to pull her down by 
, Nackening her Charafter. Being. tKus 

informed of the Defigns of her EnemieSy 

Prudence was the only Weapon flie? 

fought them with: ' If they mifcarry, 
/^ faid (he, I fhall laugh at them-, if 

* they fucceed, I fhall bear it with; 

•^ Cpurage.' 




M5 € H A R. 



( ^50 > 




; .CHAP. Xll. 

Amours of the King and MademoifiUe 
dc Fontanges, 

WHILE Monte/fan ftill con-^ 
tended with Maintemn about 
die firft Plac^ in the King's Heartj^ 
Ma^moifelle de Fontanges appeared on 
the Stage, feized the Prize, and became 
jier Rival in fad. 

This young Lady was tail, welt 
Ihaped, a ftriking Beauty, and might 
have been called a perfed one, had 
not her Hair been^ littte upon the Red. 
Her Parents themfelves,, who were of 

the- 
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the Diftria x>i Sxmer^gue^ admired hprr 
JBeauty, and builc upon inaking an adr 
.FOEttflge of ^: F]rom: her Infancy they 
dcdlipcd her for the C^nqo^ft whic|i 
.fee made, and' by Ae Intefefl of th]^ 
Duchds if y^^>i^ procured her a Plac4 
-of Maid of Honour to the Dauphinefs. 
^cr Tempcc wa« mild and gentle^, 
irather kiclined to Melancholy; ihe 
j^as more langHilbing tjian brifliant. 
:Mr* de Feire^ the King's Lieutenant io^ 
,the Province, of Languedoc^ brought 
-ter to C6ujt. The . Mcanenl ihe 
jarrived' thfene^ Madam de M^ntefpan^ 
^vec ready to do herfclf fomc Mifchief^ 
'Went to the Xing and told him, that 
lihey had brought the Dauphinefs ai 
:Eountry Girl, whd was a Very Agnesy 
4ih idol cut out of M^bki LouiSy, 
who was curious about fine Women>, 
wanted no farther Incitement to fee 
Ihef. He made » Hunting - MatcL 
for the paiiphinefs, and Mademo£- 
^^Sk' di:^^F(mta^tS' tyaSLoCthe Battjt; 
rl .0/ The 



The Marchioncfi de- Mmteffatr- di^ 
covered her, called her, prefented faet 
to the King, and'm orcfer tx> put her 
out of Countenance, uncovered het 
Bofom, fayfng, **LooIc, Sire^ How 
beautiful' is thist* what fay yon to it^ 
Pray adnuBcf** In* ihortv fli€- nin over 
dU: her Channs^ and extolled tfaetii 
excefliyely. The King, whci^ ytm^ a$ 
good a»Co»noifleur in Women a* lik 
Men^ Szw more with a ihigfe Glance 
than Madam <& Aionti^oM Knih ail 
iier Attention. He fotsid the Statue 
indeed a beautiful one; and P^fgmali^ 
Jlke, he ioftandy fell ki Jove with.it); 
like him too he gave' k Lifa. Haw 
happy a Monal^^ while the greatefi: 
Men promoted his Glory, the moft 
beautiful Women. ,weoe fubfeiyient -to 
his Fleafures. 

, MademoifeUe:- -de Fontangeg haA 

JFriends who .were very attentive to ber 

-^V^^i They gave her Coiuifels,. of 

which 
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w&klr ffie ftood in great need; for, aa 
Ar Abbe de Cbaif^ fays, Ihe was beautr- 
1&1 aar an- Angel, but fenfelcfs as sfc. 
filbck. TMs Lady made hafte to run. 
iicr' Race. Being declared' Miffireft,, 
fte gaye hcrfdfi irp entiifely to Gran*- 
'deur; paflcd by the Queen without- 
Akidng^'her; Ipent an- RundVcd' thou- 
^find Crowns every Month, and" was. 
^iiirprizeJ at ils being called' Prodiga- 
Kty-, frritated her Friends, ahd**madfe- 
tvtn Cimrtiers wonder at her Ingrati- 
tude; She- wiflied for Kingdoms ta 
have thePleafure of giving them away. 
Louis indeed* adored* her becaule fie 
found her like himfelf; but found' 
himfetf, nevcrtfielefs^ more certain of 
ier Magnificence than of her Fide* 
Hty; 

The Marchionefs dr Montefpatt^ 
foraged at this Preference, and the 
•mece £bu as ibe herfeii^ had been tiie 

>» . . . lo^ 
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Inftfupientof devadng hec hxag^ 
Rival, left pfF.pprfecutingMadsan 4^ 
MaifUenoHj and ctiredied all^.^rFuiy 
againft Madeinoifedie dc FBnfin/ge^ 
Th^ ^a^^er: had t^ other Sujpi>Qi:^ t)^v^ 
Charms atid Novelty: .^^gai^.. hff 
Jntereft fhe had ali chofe that ha^ 
ferved her ia the Begkuung, 'whoir 
.good Turns fhe had repaid . wjtk ^u 
ipiufFerablc Loftineis of Bfh^vidur^- 
^le ^ad.Madaip de MmfUnon^ whp 
often drew the King to the Da^p^^ 
^efs^s Court, where nothing was talked, 
of between them bu; Religion ; ihe had. 
jtll the Ladies, who had any Defig!is 
iipon the Kif^; apd Jaftly, (be had 
'Madam 4e Momef^an^ who had a Kind 
of Claim to hinu 

Father de la Cbaife.^ who had the" 
Dixcdioo of- dxe-^ King's Cbnfcleflce, 
^ had for a Icmg Time. in{erdii3;«d 
Jiifn-the S4^«j3Mftt^.jiidgedl^ Addr^ 

terf 



tcry was more criminal than this new 
Engagement; and becaufc lie openly 
iondemned - the Amours of Madanf 
M^'^M&hHfpan^ Ihe accufed him' of 
jSri^atefy coimtehancing thole of Ma-* 
demoifelle de F&ntanges. The King; 
fieceived the Gomniunion *. This was' 
chough to make her raife an Outcry^ 
se^ftft' JSacri!cger ^ Father ' de' Id 
^ \ C^t^fsi. fwd (he very humonrotjlly,^ 
^'is no 'better than une % Cbaije di 
^*€^mMditL* 

K- '' . ■ .. ' y 

: . * 5E!he Ktng ewiibbitkivtcd: at fpsi»c<Ax 

lolid and bnUijjoit. Ltetjt. ^i jSevJgni^^ J^*im 
12, i68q. . > 

% Chaifi ie Qmtmo£tiy a Ytrf gootfPun in 
Ac /V-^Kfifr Lang]uage ^ it £^i£es a Clofe- 
Stool. ' ' V.' :- r ' , "i.^ 

See the Memoirs of the Marquis ie i^ 
'fwrej on-the prmcips^^ Events of tiieReig^ 

oli#««3fIV. ' *. '. ^ «i 

:. . She, 



She. was better pleafed with Duke 
Mazarm^ the fame Man that had t6, 
beautiful and fo. amiable aWi^e^andwas. 
not wife enough, to. keep. heiv. ]^c was. 
at the Head of the Rifligipus,- but it 
was of fuch whofe Devotion degene- 
rates into Madnefs. Hts de|iianded a. 
privai;e Audience of tte King, linder 
the Pretext of <:ommuniqatfng; things- 
of the utmoft. ^njgoifance. Being- 
introduced, he told his Mojefty, That 
God had warned him in a Dream of 
an' approaching Revolution, whereby 
die Kingdaiti ^NStold.lM ful^eitcd, if 
he did not fpeediiy caH offFoniangest 

* And I, faid die King, advife yo* 

* to go Home,^ and put your Brains: 
vin Older.* . > 

• ' ' . i ... . '. • ''♦ 

The Kiiig^ Heart was criidl^' 

tacked: Hegavehlpifelf upto/^wtftf/ye* 

by Inclination;. Refle^tipn kd ..hioi 

|Q MainUnoHy^ aad Habit brought hin^ 

back 
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back to Montefpan. Each of tEem 
5v:^ttted him entirely to herfelf. The 
firft was beloved, the fecond (till: 
pleafed him, and the third was on the 
Point of pleafing him more than the 
other two put together^ Louis was all 
at once ftriiggling with the Caprices of 
Love, the haughty Freaks^ of Jealouiy,^ 
the Aufterity of Morality, the Queen'^ 
Grief which he guefled at,* and the 
Ciiecks of his own Confcieneei ' 

* Madkm <fc MaiHtenon adted with the 
tfiegreateft Judgment: One would' 
hav6 been apt to thihk Ihe had nd^ 
Intereft in thofe Intrigues. With the: 
King fhe talked of nothing but the 
NeceiBity of breaking^ his Chains; to 
his Miftrefles fhe preached up nothing 
but the Neceflity of living together in 
Harmony : She conlbled the King, and 
i?cconciled the two Rivals ; and fo well. 
4id flie cjftabiiih hor Syftem,. that at i 
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H^aXi: ^^n It yillerS'CoUrets^ Ftmtdi^et 
appfcarcd dcck*4 by t}ie very (laiodfi.of 

.. The latter did not long obferve the 
Conditions of this Treaty of Peace, 
Her Murmjurs and Cooipiaints werj 
renewed: 3he exclaimed bitterly againft 
Mademoifelle de Fmtangts^ againft ie^^ 
Jdrtts^ her female Confident, agsu^ft 
the Prmce de M^njillac^ ^ aii4 . al} ths 
Court in general. The King vexed at 
thi^ tjurbuleat Behaviour, fhun'd hia 
c^ Mi^efs, in order ^o get rid oC 
the ^fcei)dant fhe had gained py^p 
hifi), fpent but a few Moments with 
th^ new One, who .had not Senfe 
enough to amufe him, and palled away^ 
whole Hours with Madam de Mainte* 
noHj whofe Meekneft, Virtue, and 
agreeable Converfation bcjcame every. 
Day mpre neceflary to his diftrafted 
Soul. 

Made- 
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'* Mademoiftlfe de F^ntitngds already 
gave a pregnant Evidence of her 
Frailty. The King created her a 
Duchefs; but fhe did net long enjoy 
her good Fortune. She jpeFccivid hd 
was grown cold to her. ^ Kidnoufs anfl 
Riches could not confole her for an^ 
Arternoon ipent with Mad^ deMain^ 

- Her Lyiilg-in proved ttnfortuiiate4^ 
ind a Report prevailed in Town «id 
Country diat fhe had been poifdncd hf 
Madam de Mmtefpany as if dymg i» 
Child4^ was <Mie of the moft'exorii*': 
drdinary Events. She ikngiftihed a' 
long while, her Grief alone not tiding 
fufficient to confumc- her. • She tie* 
fpiied; forty thoiifand Crowns a Yt^t 
ihd a Stool in the Queen's Drawing- 
Room^ and iong'd for- ^^othing 4Mit* 
Health and the King'^ Heart which 

ihe had Mt > 

Some- 
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Some time before her Death fhe 
begg'd the Favour of a Vifit from. bis. 
M^efty; but fearing a. Return of 
Tenderneis, and that an Interview 
might prevent his detaching himfel^ 
from worldly Things, he refijfed her,, 
through an Excefs of Delicacy,, this laft 
Proof of hjs Lavq,. However, he 
found himfelf obliged to comply with, 
her Rcqueft, the Confeffor being of 
c^inionr.that flie^ would die content 
afbr this Into-yiew..* On the Day fhe 
King^ ai^inted for the Vifit, fhe^ 
inquired every Moment how the Houra 
pa0ed: at the .apppinted Hour he 
CfUQe, and waa furpii&d. to find bai^ 
pale and emaciated^ and fo disfigured 
that he hardly Jcnew hen Their- 
Adieus, were extremely tender *, . and- 

the 



• * She entreated his Majefty to pay her 
Debts,, and to get her Sifter aismod, Uo^ 

fir<^ 
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the King's Rcflcaions extremely me^ 
laiicholy. 

^ Madam de Fontanges died in thofe 
Sentiments of Faith and Repentance 
which God generally gives us at the 
Hour of Death, doubtlefs to prepare 
us for a better Life. Tlie Reign of 
this Favourite was like that of a Rofe, 
4>lendid and Ihort \ 

Madam 



promifed to do both, and kept his Word. 
Her Sifter was foon after married to M. d$ 

Molac. 

• The Reader will not perhaps be dif- 
plea(ed to find' here an Epitaph on Madame// 
FtnUangis^ which, to me at ledl, appears 
worthy being preferved. 

T&Fair, whofe Hearts with Love arc folely 

fraught. 
Here let another Care engage your Thought; . 
Approach, and in this faithful Mirrour, fee, - 

What 'tis I am, and yc (hall •quickly be : 

Tho' 



Madam de Montefpan rejoiced at 
the Death of her Rival: The King 



The* jealous of xtty Fortunes heretofore^ 
Pity that State ye*ll envy now no more* 
Tho* fancy'd Blifs long dosM o^ flumb'ring 

Eyes, 
Yet, undeciev'd by Death, too late Pm wife. 
That God who now on me has laid his Hand^, 
A full and willing Sacrifice demands; 
Demands that all ihould to his Praife be giv'n. 
And ev'ry ferious Though be turn'd to 

Heav'n. J 

If rats* J by Love in one propitious Hour, 

The next beheld me Viftim of his Pow'r: 

And, if ambitious Views mifled my Thought, 

iAy Blood foon made Atonement for the 

Fault, 
tov'd by my Mdnarch and exalted high, 

I fear*d no Foes, and Rivals dar'd defy: 
Ifc'cr was a Time fo fliQit, fo well enjoy'd, - 
Nor e'er fuch Happinefs fo fpon deftroy'd. 
Alas! how very fmall the Space allowed 
Betwixt the Height of GlorieSi and the 
Shrowd! 

2 was 
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was furprized at her Behaviour, and 
reproached her with partaking fo little 
of his Afflidions, after having had fo 
great a Ihare in his Plcafures. * How 
^ happy am I, faid he to Madam de 

* MfUntenony to find my Grief alle- 

* viated by your confoling Converfa- 

* tion!' 



The End of the Firfi Part. 
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